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How exciting it must have been for them wit-
nessing that first countdown as John Glenn
was the first American about to orbit the earth.

These citizens lived through two World
Wars, the Korean Conflict, Vietnam, Irag, and
Afghanistan.

They were just coming of age when the De-
pression hit this country and struggled like
countless others to have part of the American
dream.

They persevered.

Each of them—Mary Dahlberg, Hjalmer
Hutar, Ailie Costello and Viola Johnson took
different paths in their lives. | congratulate
each of them for the contributions they
brought to their families and communities.
They have been lives well lived.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DAVID P. ROE

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, | was
unable to vote yesterday because of a serious
illness in my family. Had | been present, |
would have voted:

Roll Call #69—YEA.

Roll Call #70—YEA.

———

RECOGNIZING HIGHLAND HILLS
MIDDLE SCHOOL

HON. TODD C. YOUNG

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, each
year since 1999, the National Forum to Accel-
erate Middle-Grades Reform releases a
Schools to Watch list to identify high-per-
forming schools across the country. According
to the stated criteria, each school on the list is
academically excellent, developmentally re-
sponsive, and socially equitable.

This list is well-respected and highly exclu-
sive. That's why I'm proud to say that High-
land Hills Middle School in Floyd County, Indi-
ana, is a new entry to the list this year. This
recognition is well deserved and reflects the
hard work and determination of the administra-
tion, the teachers, and especially the students
of Highland Hills and the entire New Albany
Floyd County Consolidated School Corpora-
tion.

As policy makers at every level of govern-
ment continue to look for ways to improve our
educational systems, we would all do well to
look to models like Highland Hills Middle
School for guidance.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, | was not able to
be present for the following Roll Call vote on
February 10, 2015 and would like to reflect
that | would have voted as follows:
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Roll Call #69: YES.
Roll Call #70: YES.

HONORING DOROTHY BARNES
PELOTE

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor and celebrate the life of the
late Mrs. Dorothy Barnes Pelote who entered
into eternal rest Sunday, January 18, 2015.
Mrs. Pelote, often described as a “people’s
lawmaker”, dedicated her life to public service
and to her community.

As a native of Lancaster, South Carolina
and graduate of Allen University, Mrs. Pelote
moved to Savannah, Georgia over 50 years
ago where she furthered her education at Sa-
vannah State University. In her early career,
Mrs. Pelote dedicated more than 30 years of
service to teaching in the Savannah Chatham
County Public School System.

Mrs. Pelote served in the Georgia General
Assembly as a State Representative for the
149th District from 1992 until she retired in
2002. Mrs. Pelote also served as the Eighth
District Representative on the Chatham Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners to which she be-
came the first of two women to ever serve on
this panel.

Today, it is my privilege to recognize the life
of Mrs. Dorothy Pelote. As a teacher, an in-
strumental leader, and a friend, Mrs. Pelote
will forever be remembered.

———————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,128,511,342,681.14. We've
added $7,501,634,293,768.06 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

ROSIE THE RIVETER
HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
LaVonne Feichtinger Ostergaard of Hoyt
Lakes, Minnesota. She was one of the thou-
sands of women throughout America who
served as a “Rosie the Riveter” during World
War Il when she went to work for 50 cents an
hour at the Char-Gale plant in St. Cloud. She
operated as a riveter building planes. Her job
was riveting the fuselage and wings on the
outside of the aircraft for planes designed to
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carry cargo, personnel, patients and mecha-
nized equipment and to drop cargo and troops
by parachute. It was by no means a clean or
quiet working environment. Mrs. Ostergaard
never won any medals for her service, but |
call upon all Members to remember how so
many women—from small towns and big cities
alike—stepped forward when they heard the
call for workers to serve as riveters, buckers,
sanders, welders, crane operators, bus driv-
ers, uniform makers, bullet makers, parachute
folders, clerical workers, shipyard workers, as-
sembly line workers, Red Cross workers and
more.

These women probably never imagined they
would answer the call to do this kind of work,
but it was a time in our nation’s history when
everyone needed to pull together with their
motto of “We pull better if we pull together.”
Those who served on the home front are often
unrecognized, as after the war, they quietly re-
turned to the routine of raising children, help-
ing on the home farm or the family business.

According to the American Rosie the Riveter
Association, of which Mrs. Ostergaard is a
member, they came together for one pur-
pose—to help win the war. They built 80,000
landing craft, 100,000 tanks, 300,000 aircraft,
15,000 guns and 41,000,000,000 rounds of
ammunition. It was a massive accomplishment
and our nation owes these outstanding women
our deepest gratitude.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF HOLLY
SCHLESSER OF STREAMWOOD,
ILLINOIS

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, | want to
take a moment to recognize one of my con-
stituents, Holly Schlesser, and her selfless act
for a child in need. This past fall Holly donated
a piece of her liver to a friend’s 8 month old
baby, Madison Casey. Holly and Madison’s
mom, Tanya, are the wives of firefighters in
Streamwood, lllinois. Service and sacrifice is a
part of their daily lives. Madison was born with
a rare genetic disorder that led to liver failure.
Thanks to Holly Schlesser’s selfless gift she
now has real hope of growing up healthy and
strong alongside her twin brother. The
Schlesser and Casey families show us the im-
portance of living through our actions.

Their story is also an important reminder
about the incredible difference that organ and
tissue donors can make. There is a large and
heartbreaking gap between the supply and de-
mand for lifesaving organs and tissue. Each
day an average of 18 people in the United
States in need of transplants die waiting. And
without angels like Holly Schlesser, every 10
minutes a new person joins the national trans-
plant waitlist.

In my home state of lllinois, Gift of Hope,
which is part of the national organ and tissue
donation system, is working hard to address
this challenge by educating the public about
the need for donors. They’re making progress
and experienced their second record-setting
year in a row in 2014, helping make 1,024 life-
saving donations happen through the gen-
erosity of 336 organ donors and 1,912 tissue
donors. | applaud the more than 5 million llli-
noisans who have decided to become organ
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