H870

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, in the last
couple of weeks, the effort to declassify
the 28 pages of the Joint Inquiry Re-
port into the 9/11 attacks has received
a lot of media attention, mainly be-
cause of Zacarias Moussaoui’s recent
comments exposing the financial link
between the Saudi royal family and al
Qaeda.

In 2002, the Senate Select Committee
on Intelligence, chaired by Senator Bob
Graham, and the House Committee on
Intelligence, chaired by Congressman
Porter Goss, released the Joint Inquiry
report into the 9/11 attacks. In a polit-
ical move, the Bush administration
then classified 28 pages of the report
even though the contents of those 28
pages posed no national security risk
to the United States. Rather, the con-
tents of those 28 pages are probably
embarrassing for the Bush administra-
tion. Senator Graham has repeatedly
called for the 28 pages to be declas-
sified as a result.

I have read the 28 pages and cannot
divulge what is in them, but I can say
that the contents deal with relation-
ships. Senator Graham has openly said
that the 28 pages deal with the Bush
administration’s relationships with the
Saudis. My colleagues Congressman
STEPHEN LYNCH from Massachusetts
and Congressman THOMAS MASSIE from
Kentucky, who have also read the 28
pages, have joined me in introducing H.
Res. 14, to urge the President to keep
his word to the 9/11 families and declas-
sify the 28 pages, which he could do
with a stroke of a pen.

The movement to declassify the 28
pages is picking up momentum. Just
last week, former Speaker of the House
of Representatives Newt Gingrich
tweeted his support for declassifying
the 28 pages to 1.5 million of his fol-
lowers. All of the principal players in
producing the reports on the 9/11 at-
tacks have called for the declassifica-
tion of the 28 pages—Senator Bob Gra-
ham, Senator RICHARD SHELBY, Con-
gressman Porter Goss, Congressman
Tom Kean, and Congressman Lee Ham-
ilton. I urge my colleagues to submit
to the House Intelligence Committee a
request to read the 28 pages and to join
me, Congressman LYNCH, and Congress-
man MASSIE in supporting H. Res. 14 as
a cosponsor.

Mr. Speaker, it is time that the 28
pages are declassified. The 9/11 families
have a right to this information in the
28 pages, and the American people de-
serve to know the truth about what
caused the 9/11 attacks. For more infor-
mation on this effort to declassify the
28 pages, visit 28pages.org.

May God continue to bless America,
and may God continue to bless our men
and women in uniform.

——————

SCHOOL BREAKFAST PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to highlight two important new reports
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released today by the Food Research
and Action Center, or FRAC, on the
School Breakfast Program. FRAC’s re-
ports—the School Breakfast Scorecard,
and School Breakfast: Making it Work
in Large School Districts—show that
we have made progress in expanding
access to school breakfast but that
work remains to be done.

During the 2013-2014 school year, 11.2
million students received a healthy
school breakfast on the average school-
day. That is an average of 320,000 more
students per day who received school
breakfasts than the year before. The
reports show that more students than
ever are participating in the School
Breakfast Program and are receiving
healthy breakfasts on schooldays. We
have made real progress in making
sure that students who are eligible re-
ceive breakfast. The School Breakfast
Program, along with the National
School Lunch Program, are critically
important antihunger programs that
ensure that our most vulnerable chil-
dren don’t go hungry.

Mr. Speaker, there is truth to the old
adage that breakfast is the most im-
portant meal of the day. Research
shows that students who eat healthy
breakfasts have improved test scores,
miss fewer days of school, and make
fewer trips to the nurse’s office; but for
many students, they begin their
schooldays on an empty stomach, with
the last meal eaten having been yester-
day’s school lunch. Monday mornings
are especially difficult for students
from families who are struggling to put
food on their tables at home. They may
have gone the entire weekend without
eating a full or a balanced meal. Re-
cent data from the Census Bureau show
that one in five children received
SNAP, or food stamp benefits, last
year. Too many of our children don’t
know where their next meals will come
from, making the meals they count on
in school all the more important.

Our economy is still recovering from
the Great Recession, and economic
gains are uneven, especially among
low-income families. Too many fami-
lies are still operating with tight fam-
ily budgets and are struggling to pay
the bills and to put enough nutritious
food on the table. I am sure that all of
us can relate to the hectic morning
rush to get kids and parents out the
door on time in the mornings, espe-
cially when both parents are working
to try to make ends meet.

Mr. Speaker, one of the best at-
tributes of the School Breakfast Pro-
gram is the flexibility the schools have
to design programs that work for their
own students and their own schools.
The FRAC reports highlight a number
of ways that school districts have suc-
cessfully made the School Breakfast
Program work for them:

Some schools have breakfast in the
classroom, where the students can eat
healthy breakfasts at their desks while
getting ready for the day. School dis-
tricts with a high proportion of low-in-
come students can qualify for a com-
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munity eligibility provision, by which
all students in the school can receive
free breakfasts and lunches. Still other
schools serve a traditional breakfast in
the cafeteria at the start of the day.

Regardless of the model used, the
School Breakfast Program ensures that
students, especially low-income stu-
dents, are ready to learn and aren’t dis-
tracted by hunger.

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act
of 2010 provided many important up-
dates to the School Breakfast Pro-
gram, including improving nutrition
standards. Last year was the first year
that the new nutrition standards were
in place. Despite some of the buzz
about students not liking the new
meals, more students are participating
in the School Breakfast Program than
ever before. Not only are more students
eating breakfast, but they are eating a
healthier breakfast.

Mr. Speaker, investing in our chil-
dren by making sure they don’t go hun-
gry and by providing them with a
world-class education is the best down-
payment we can make for our future
economic success. As this Congress be-
gins the process of reauthorizing the
school nutrition programs, we must
continue to build upon the gains and
participation and improvements in nu-
trition standards that we have made in
the School Breakfast Program. It
would be foolish to roll back nutrition
standards just because special interests
or some students don’t like them.

Today’s FRAC reports show that we
are doing a better job in making sure
that Kkids start their day with a
healthy breakfast but that there is
more work to be done. For every 100
kids who receive free school lunches,
only 53 receive school breakfasts. We
must do more to expand the School
Breakfast Program and increase par-
ticipation so that all students who
qualify for free and reduced priced
lunches have the opportunity to re-
ceive healthy school breakfasts.
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Mr. Speaker, we can and should do
more to end hunger now, and expand-
ing and strengthening the School
Breakfast Program is an important
step in that direction.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF ERLE
EDWARDS BARHAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. Abraham) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the life of Erle
Edwards Barham, a man who dedicated
his life to public service in northeast
Louisiana.

Edwards tragically passed away in
October. His memory will carry on
with his family and friends, and the ag-
ricultural community will honor him
in March as the newest inductee to the
Louisiana Agriculture Hall of Distinc-
tion. If you look at his life’s work, it is
easy to see why.
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Edwards grew up in Oak Ridge and
held degrees from Louisiana State Uni-
versity and the University of Louisiana
at Monroe. He farmed cotton, rice, soy-
beans, and corn in the fields of Lou-
isiana and Mississippi, sowing the ini-
tial seeds that would grow into his leg-
acy as a truly great agricultural lead-
er.

His contributions to the agriculture
community include service in the Lou-
isiana Cotton Producers Association
and the Northeast Louisiana Rice
Growers Association. He founded Fly-
ing Tiger Aviation, one of the Nation’s
premier agriculture flight schools,
which provides an invaluable service to
my district, one of the largest row crop
districts in the Nation.

Edwards left his mark on Louisiana
history as well. In 1975, he became the
first Republican in modern times to be
elected to the State senate, a position
he pursued so he could create a better
life for all Louisianans.

Edwards valued education. He served
on the Louisiana Board of Regents, the
University of Louisiana System Board
of Supervisors, and the Louisiana Com-
munity and Technical College System
Board of Supervisors.

Edwards and his wife, Bennie Berry
Barham, were married for 56 years.
They had four children: the late Ben
Edwards Barham, II; Erle West
Barham; Robert Berry Barham; and
Amy Barham Westbrook. He was also
loved by a number of grandchildren and
nieces and nephews.

Mr. Speaker, Louisiana is a better
place today because of the contribu-
tions that Edwards Barham made to
our community. I am honored to have
called him a friend, and I know he will
be greatly missed.

——
HOUSE VOTE ON KEYSTONE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday, the House
of Representatives is expected to vote
on Senate-passed legislation—some-
thing that has already passed out of
the House—that would immediately
authorize the construction and oper-
ation of the Keystone XL pipeline.

For the past 6 years, President
Obama has hidden behind political mo-
tives to delay a decision on the pipe-
line. While this administration has
continued to engage in partisan poli-
tics, the American people have missed
out on lower energy costs, thousands of
new jobs, billions of new tax revenue,
and a heightened level of energy secu-
rity that would have been created by
the pipeline’s approval.

As the father of an Army soldier who
was wounded in the Middle East, I be-
lieve that we should do everything we
can to end dependence on Middle East
energy.

This isn’t about whether President
Obama wins or loses. This is about

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

doing what is right for the American
people. The Keystone project is about
ensuring a reliable energy source from
our allies to the north—Canada—while
creating tens of thousands of American
jobs in the process. Approving the Key-
stone XL will also help to substantially
reduce our imports from overseas.

Later this week, the President will
have an opportunity to put politics
aside, show real leadership, and sign
the Keystone XL pipeline into law. Un-
fortunately, a veto threat still looms.

Mr. Speaker, this country needs a re-
sponsible, affordable, and reliable en-
ergy supply. The American people de-
serve as much. The approval of the
Keystone XL pipeline is a great first
step.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 19
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
[ 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HILL) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving and gracious God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

Help us this day to draw closer to
You so that, with Your spirit and
aware of Your presence among us, we
may all face the tasks of this day with
grace and confidence.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House as they return from their home
districts.

May these decisive days through
which we are living make them gen-
uine enough to maintain their integ-
rity, great enough to be humble, good
enough to keep their faith, always re-
garding public office as a sacred trust.
Give them the wisdom and the courage
to fail not their fellow citizens nor
You.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

——————
THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.
Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE)
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come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

AMERICAN-GERMAN RELATIONS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, as cochair of the German-
American Caucus, I rise to highlight
this important juncture in European
security strategy, the shared economic

opportunities, and the future pros-
perity of both nations.
Yesterday, German Chancellor An-

gela Merkel visited the United States
for bilateral meetings with the Obama
administration. While the primary
topic was mutual security, the visit
also afforded an opportunity to display
the strong ties between our two great
countries.

This relationship is immediately
visible through the thousands of busi-
nesses, on both sides of the Atlantic,
which provide employment and help
support local economies. As two of the
world’s largest economies, opportuni-
ties for trade and investment are plen-
tiful. Annually, hundreds of thousands
of tourists from our respective nations
travel to experience the landmarks,
culture, and elements that define both
as nations.

Mr. Speaker, I know that I speak for
many of my colleagues when I say that
Chancellor Merkel’s visit was certainly
welcomed, and we look forward to
building on our relationship.

——————

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY FUNDING

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, there are
only 18 days left until the Department
of Homeland Security runs out of
money and shuts down on February 28.

The Republican leadership, unfortu-
nately, is still wasting time in this
body in their appealing to the extrem-
ists within their party rather than ad-
dressing these important challenges
that our country faces. The Repub-
licans’ extreme anti-immigration DHS
funding bill is dead on arrival in the
Senate, as they know. Border security
experts have referred to the bill as in-
effective, not serious, and dangerous
for our Nation’s security. Instead of
coming together with Democrats in a
bipartisan fashion to address the DHS
funding issue and ensure the security
of American families, we continue to
see the House squander time, moving
even further to the right in order to ap-
pease the most extreme voices.

At some point in time, Mr. Speaker,
we have to end the politics and get
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