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The importance of cooperation and 

collaboration in a project such as this 
cannot be overstated. Dr. Bilsky and 
his colleagues have developed in-State 
and national networks for collabo-
rative research, training, and public 
advocacy. They have partnered with 
clinicians, other researchers, the pri-
vate sector, community leaders, and 
schools throughout Maine and the 
country to not only further their re-
search and advance the bodies of 
knowledge relating to chronic pain, but 
also to maximize the positive impact of 
that research by applying it in their 
communities. This improves the lives 
of our citizens by helping them under-
stand the causes and potential treat-
ments for their pain. 

Any university’s primary mission is 
to educate, and Dr. Bilsky and his col-
leagues have taken their important 
work into the surrounding community. 
They have developed a vibrant and 
award-winning K–12 outreach program 
led by Dr. Mike Burman that focuses 
on brain safety and brain awareness. 
This innovative approach to STEM 
education has been recognized by the 
White House Office of Science and 
Technology Policy. This program en-
gages more than 3,000 local kids each 
year and inspires kids to enter STEM- 
related careers, which is one of the 
most important objectives we can en-
courage in this country. 

The research has also helped to spur 
economic development in Maine. Fac-
ulty members work in partnership with 
local biotech and pharmaceutical com-
panies, helping the private sector with 
local research and development they 
may otherwise be unable to afford. 
This cooperation has helped Maine 
companies grow and create jobs. It is a 
win-win for everyone involved. It has 
built the reputation of the University 
of New England, and it draws positive 
attention to the State of Maine and, 
most importantly, it helps change 
lives. 

If my colleagues can’t tell, I am very 
proud of this work done in my State. 
As we go about our work here in this 
body, it is important, I believe, every 
now and then to recognize the success 
stories at home. We might even learn a 
thing or two from them. 

With that positive thought, I yield 
the floor. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING RICHARD ‘‘DICK’’ 
RICHARDS 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I am 
grateful for this opportunity to pay 
tribute to a respected political leader, 

a cherished friend, and an exceptional 
human being—Richard ‘‘Dick’’ Rich-
ards. A native of Ogden, UT, Dick 
touched the lives of many and was 
deeply respected for his wisdom, his no- 
nonsense approach, and his remarkable 
integrity. 

When I first considered running for 
the Senate in 1976, Dick was serving as 
the Utah Republican Party chairman. 
At the time, I was a political novice, 
but Dick’s early encouragement and 
counsel were instrumental in my can-
didacy and subsequent victory. I will 
always be grateful for his invaluable 
support during my first term as a Sen-
ator. 

Dick and I shared a great admiration 
and respect for President Ronald 
Reagan. We were both early supporters 
who campaigned tirelessly to help get 
President Reagan elected in 1980. In 
President Reagan, we saw a leader who 
shared our conservative values and our 
willingness to take a stand on hard 
issues. Impressed with Reagan’s integ-
rity, Dick and I put our whole heart 
and energy into campaigning for this 
great man. 

For many years, Dick and President 
Reagan shared a close friendship based 
on mutual love and respect. During the 
campaign, President Reagan noted 
Dick’s political savvy and leadership 
skills and later tapped him to head the 
National Republican Committee from 
1981–82. As chairman, Dick raised the 
Republican Party’s profile and fought 
passionately for conservative prin-
ciples across all levels of government. 
His leadership on the national stage set 
a course for many more years of cam-
paign activity and advisory roles in 
Utah and across the Nation. 

Capping Dick’s successful career in 
politics was his tireless help in estab-
lishing the Richard Richards Institute 
for Ethics at his alma mater, Weber 
State University. The institute is car-
rying on Dick’s legacy to inspire future 
leaders to enter politics and govern-
ment and lead with integrity and 
strength. In his book, ‘‘Climbing the 
Political Ladder, One Rung at a Time,’’ 
Dick discusses the virtues of civic en-
gagement and encourages youth to be-
come actively involved in the political 
process. 

Dick’s public accomplishments were 
numerous, but his most significant 
achievements were personal. His great-
est source of pride was his loving part-
nership with his wife Annette, their 5 
children, 11 grandchildren, and 15 
great-grandchildren. He deeply cared 
for each of them and always made fam-
ily his top priority. 

Dick also donated countless hours of 
service to his community and his faith. 
He served in many important leader-
ship positions in the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, and was 
always generous with his time. 

Dick Richards was a truly remark-
able man who led by example, hard 
work, and a desire to do what is right. 
His impact on Utah will be felt for gen-
erations to come. Elaine and I send our 

deepest condolences to his beautiful 
wife Annette, whose loyal companion-
ship and counsel sustained Dick 
throughout his career. May God’s love 
embrace Annette and her family with 
peace and comfort during this difficult 
time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE BOYD GAMING 
CORPORATION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to honor the 40th anniversary of the 
Boyd Gaming Corporation, a leader in 
today’s gaming industry that is re-
spected in Nevada and across the Na-
tion. 

Boyd Gaming Corporation was found-
ed in 1975, but the legacy of the com-
pany began in 1941, when Sam Boyd 
moved his family to Las Vegas, NV. 
Sam started his career as a table dealer 
and quickly gained experience by 
working his way across the Silver 
State through an array of jobs in the 
gaming industry. By 1952, he had saved 
enough money to purchase a small 
stake in the legendary Sahara Hotel 
and Casino. Sam’s small stake in the 
Sahara eventually led to him becoming 
the general manager of the Mint, which 
was a hotel and casino in downtown 
Las Vegas. 

Sam’s son, Bill, has been a force in 
gaming in Nevada and throughout the 
United States. Bill is an accomplished 
lawyer, and now, an accomplished busi-
nessman. I am happy to call him a 
friend. Bill first partnered with Sam 
and others in acquiring a stake in the 
Eldorado Casino, but it was not until 
New Year’s Day 1975 that the father 
and son partnership became the Boyd 
Gaming Corporation. The corporation’s 
first major project was the California 
Hotel and Casino in downtown Las 
Vegas, which quickly became a success. 

In 1979, Boyd Gaming opened ‘‘Sam’s 
Town’’ on a 13 acre lot off Boulder 
Highway. The project carried the name 
of one of its founders, Sam Boyd, and 
for the first time, provided Las Vegas 
locals with a full-scale resort. While 
their California Hotel and Casino prop-
erty was inspiring innovative mar-
keting strategies, across town at the 
Sam’s Town property, the corporation 
was providing an entirely new experi-
ence to local Nevadans. 

Since then, Boyd Gaming has grown 
into a large corporation with 22 prop-
erties across the country, and enjoyed 
tremendous success. Throughout their 
history, Boyd Gaming has remained 
deeply rooted in its Nevadan history 
and has been guided by the principles 
of family and integrity first laid out by 
Sam Boyd. As an inductee in the Gam-
ing Hall of Fame, Sam will always be 
remembered as one of the most influen-
tial businessmen and innovators in Las 
Vegas gaming history. I remember Sam 
not only for his entrepreneurship and 
business sense, but also as a friend who 
championed diversity among his em-
ployees, and would go out of his way to 
give back to the community. 

I am honored to congratulate Boyd 
Gaming Corporation on reaching this 
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milestone and I wish the corporation, 
and the Boyd family the best on all fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

SAFE FOOD ACT OF 2015 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to talk about the issue that im-
pacts the lives of every American—food 
safety. 

In 1997, I introduced a bill to consoli-
date at one agency the Federal over-
sight of food safety, and I have intro-
duced that bill seven times, including 
most recently just last week. So I 
found it heartening to see the Presi-
dent’s proposal to consolidate most of 
those responsibilities into one agency 
as part of the fiscal year 2016 budget. 

Today, 15 different Federal agencies 
have food safety responsibilities. This 
patchwork of oversight makes it hard-
er to focus on the highest risks in our 
food system and makes foodborne ill-
ness outbreaks more difficult to man-
age. President Obama’s budget puts in 
motion a plan to create the efficiencies 
we have been talking about since 1997. 

The President’s plan would create a 
single new agency within the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services. 
That agency would have primary re-
sponsibility for food safety inspections, 
as well as enforcement, applied re-
search, and outbreak response and 
mitigation. And the proposed agency 
would be the Federal point for coordi-
nating with State and local entities 
and food safety stakeholders. This is an 
important step toward creating a sin-
gle food agency. 

I first got involved in updating our 
food safety system in response to a let-
ter from constituent. The letter shared 
the story of a mother purchasing, 
cooking, and serving her 6-year-old son 
a hamburger. Very few foods are more 
basic in American than hamburger, but 
on this day that hamburger was con-
taminated with E.coli. This simple 
hamburger ended up taking her son’s 
life. This story, as sad as it is, is only 
one of many. Each year, 48 million 
Americans become sick as a result of 
foodborne illnesses. That is one in 
every six people. Mr. President, 128,000 
of those will be so sick they will need 
hospitalization, and 3,000 of those will 
not survive their illnesses. 

While we have made significant re-
forms to our food safety system with 
passage of the FDA Food Safety Mod-
ernization Act—which will improve our 
food safety—we have still not solved 
this problem. 

Recently, the New Yorker ran an ar-
ticle called ‘‘A Bug in the System.’’ 
The story details the experience of 
Rick Schiller, who had contracted a 
form of the salmonella bacterium, 
known as Salmonella Heidelberg. The 
condition led to multiple days in the 
hospital. After his release, he was con-
tacted by the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, and the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture collected some chicken from 
his freezer as a potential source for the 
foodborne illness. More than a year 

later, he had not heard back from the 
investigator and he still wasn’t sure 
that it was the chicken that almost 
killed him. 

This New Yorker article highlights 
problems that have been identified by 
the Government Accountability Office, 
the National Research Council, and the 
Institute of Medicine for decades. Sim-
ply determining which of 15 Federal 
agencies is responsible for inspection of 
a particular food can leave the average 
citizen scratching their head. 

In the current regulatory regime, a 
pepperoni pizza—because it contains 
meat—has ingredients that will be in-
spected three times before the product 
hits the grocery store freezer. A vege-
tarian pizza produced at the same facil-
ity, however, will probably not undergo 
any inspection. 

For eggs, it is even more scrambled. 
If it is a fresh egg, it is inspected by 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. But if 
that egg is part of premade product 
like a breakfast biscuit, it is the Food 
and Drug Administration. It just does 
not make sense. The experts said it, 
the data reflects it, and we can be left 
with only one conclusion. 

The fragmented nature of our food 
safety system has left us more vulner-
able to risk of foodborne illness and too 
often forced consumers to go it alone 
in the case of outbreak. I agree with 
the President that it is time for a new 
governmentwide approach. I would like 
to take it a step further and establish 
a single food safety agency. 

The Safe Food Act I introduced last 
week would transfer and consolidate 
food safety authorities for inspections, 
enforcement, labeling, and research 
into a single food safety agency. That 
will allow us to prioritize system-wide 
food safety goals and targets. With a 
single food safety agency, food pro-
ducers and manufacturers will just 
have a single Federal regulatory struc-
ture. 

An egg is an egg is an egg and will be 
regulated by the same agency regard-
less of how you cook, process, or serve 
it. This should make it easier for those 
in the food industry to comply with 
food safety laws, even if those laws are 
no less stringent. The bill also modern-
izes certain aspects of our federal food 
safety laws to protect and improve 
public health. 

Specifically, the bill would authorize 
mandatory recall for all foods. Today, 
it is easier to recall toys than tainted 
meat. The bill requires facilities to use 
risk-based analysis to identify and pro-
tect against potential hazards at their 
facility. The bill will authorize per-
formance standards for pathogens like 
salmonella and campylobacter and for 
the first time authorize the agency to 
prevent products that are not meeting 
those standards from entering the mar-
ket. The bill will provide for full trace- 
back of foods to better identify and 
stop the outbreak at its source. Fi-
nally, the bill provides a single point of 
contact for families harmed by 
foodborne illness to turn to for an-
swers. 

This new agency will help those fami-
lies navigate the differing Federal, 
State, and local food safety agencies to 
get the answers they deserve. It is bad 
enough to suffer severe illness or lose a 
loved one to foodborne illness; you 
should not have to spend months going 
from agency to agency trying to get as 
simple an answer to a question like, 
Did this chicken make me sick? 

This is not the only approach to cre-
ating an agency with the primary re-
sponsibilities for overseeing and direct-
ing food safety, but we think it will 
help close existing gaps in our food 
safety system, reduce the likelihood of 
foodborne illness, clarify our inspec-
tion regimes for industry, and provide 
more clear assistance to people made 
sick by foodborne illness. 

In closing, I want to take a moment 
to thank some of my colleagues. I 
would like to thank Senators FEIN-
STEIN, BLUMENTHAL, and GILLIBRAND 
for joining me in introducing this bill, 
and I stand ready to work with any 
Member on either side of the aisle who 
wants to tackle this issue. 

I commend the administration for 
embracing this idea of consolidating 
oversight of food safety. I hope it 
doesn’t take another serious foodborne 
outbreak before we decide to act. 

f 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF LINCOLN 
COLLEGE 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise to 
honor the 150th anniversary for Lin-
coln College in Lincoln, IL. One hun-
dred fifty years ago tomorrow, the Illi-
nois General Assembly granted a char-
ter establishing the new college, origi-
nally known as Lincoln University. 
Just 6 days later, on President Abra-
ham Lincoln’s 56th birthday, ground 
was broken for University Hall, a 
building still in use today. Lincoln 
University was the first institution to 
be named for Abraham Lincoln and the 
only during his lifetime. The first com-
mencement in 1868 included a total of 
three students—two men and one 
woman. Lincoln College has come a 
long way. 

This year, Lincoln College enrolled 
about 640 students, and 90 percent of 
those who graduate will continue their 
education at a 4-year university. Lin-
coln College now has campuses in Lin-
coln and Normal, IL, with a tradition 
of personal education. By providing a 
low faculty to student ratio, Lincoln 
College offers individualized attention 
that makes the difference between fail-
ure and success for many students. The 
school provides a springboard for stu-
dents who go on to continue their edu-
cation and helps students find good 
paying jobs. 

Lincoln College offers more than just 
great student services and academic 
programs that are second to none. Lin-
coln College fields a number of varsity 
sports teams that have won national 
championships, hosts a speaker series, 
and maintains Civil War era artifacts 
at the Lincoln Heritage Museum. 
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