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funds Homeland Security. Why then 
are my friends on the other side of the 
aisle voting against proceeding to this 
bill? 

Well, the difference that might be 
found is that many of them also sup-
port the President’s incredibly unpopu-
lar and controversial action to grant 
amnesty to 5 million illegals who are 
here illegally inside the United States, 
individuals who will now be eligible for 
work permits and in some cases enti-
tlement benefits. But the American 
people do not support that. They cer-
tainly do not support the action the 
President took and the way he did it. 
They oppose the way President Obama 
went around Congress. They oppose the 
fact that President Obama ignored the 
law. They oppose the damage this pol-
icy will do to American workers who 
are already struggling to find work and 
remain employed. They oppose the cri-
sis this kind of action is creating and 
will continue to create at the border, 
as we saw last summer with so many 
children making that dangerous trip to 
get into the country and to do it the 
wrong way, to get here illegally. 

Now that the American people have 
put Republicans in charge, in the ma-
jority, in the Senate, we are trying to 
keep our promise to them, to do what 
they sent us here to do, and to hold a 
vote on President Obama’s action in 
this regard. But the Democrats seem to 
be reluctant to take that vote. They 
seem to not want to take it. Perhaps 
they are afraid of it; I do not know. 
Maybe that is why they refuse to even 
begin consideration of this bill, plain 
and simple. This effort to try to hide 
from the American people is embar-
rassing, and it is wrong. 

My friends across the aisle may say 
that they have an alternative bill and 
that we should pass their alternative 
bill immediately. There are at least 
two problems with this approach. 

First, that may have been the way 
the Senate functioned under the pre-
vious majority—writing bills in back 
rooms, waiting until the last minute to 
make bills public, then filling the tree, 
which means making it impossible for 
anyone to amend the bill once it gets 
to the floor, having virtually no de-
bate, and then ramming the bill 
through without any input from the 
American people, without adequate de-
bate here, without virtually any debate 
here. That is not the way the Senate is 
supposed to work. That is not the way 
the Senate does work and will continue 
to work under the Republican major-
ity. 

Second, traditionally appropriations 
bills do not start in the Senate. In fact, 
the House has not considered a Senate- 
originated appropriations bill for over 
100 years—since at least 1901, the pe-
riod for which these kinds of records 
are readily available. Unfortunately for 
them, the bill the Democrats want is 
not supported in the House. Why? Well, 
precisely because it is not supported by 
the American people. 

It is time to stop delaying democ-
racy. It is time to stop hiding from the 

American people. It is time to fund the 
Department of Homeland Security. It 
is time to have this debate and this dis-
cussion about the President’s actions— 
actions that many people regard as un-
lawful, actions that people have dif-
ferent feelings about as far as the un-
derlying policies but that the over-
whelming majority of the American 
people look at and say: Look, even if I 
like the underlying policy here, I do 
not like the way the President did it. 

If the President does not like the 
law, he needs to change the law. The 
way to change the law under our con-
stitutional system is to go to Congress 
and to get something passed through 
Congress. Ours is not a government of 
one; ours is a government in which we 
have two entities within Congress that 
are charged with making the law. The 
President cannot act alone. 

So my plea to my colleagues, par-
ticularly those across the aisle, is let’s 
have a vote and then let’s have a de-
bate. When we have a vote and we have 
a debate, we will get to the point where 
we can fund the Department of Home-
land Security and keep our Nation 
safe. We should not be keeping these 
important programs—we should not be 
holding them back simply out of a de-
sire to protect the President and his 
actions that are outside the law. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. LEE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Hawaii. 
f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY FUNDING 

Ms. HIRONO. Madam President, I 
rise to urge my colleagues to pass a 
clean appropriations bill that funds the 
Department of Homeland Security, 
DHS. Listening to my friend the Sen-
ator from Utah, it is very clear that 
the Republicans’ position on this bill 
that is before us today is totally de-
pendent on their assertion that the 
President’s recent actions on immigra-
tion are illegal. Democrats do not con-
cur with that. In fact, I thought ille-
gality of any actions should be deter-
mined by courts of law. What the 
President did recently is no different 
from like Presidential actions taken by 
Presidents Reagan and Bush, I might 
add. So we must fund DHS and resist 
the temptation to govern though man-
ufactured crises and political games. 
Our national security is at stake. 

Surely my colleagues remember 
when DHS was created in direct re-
sponse to the terrorist attacks on Sep-
tember 11, 2001. Just 11 days after 9/11, 
DHS started to take shape. President 
George W. Bush named Gov. Tom Ridge 
to lead an office to oversee and coordi-
nate a comprehensive and national 

strategy to safeguard our country 
against terrorism and respond to any 
future attacks. 

DHS’s mission is to protect our 
homeland, as its name makes perfectly 
clear. DHS is responsible for border se-
curity and immigration enforcement. 
It is tasked with keeping our airports 
safe through TSA, with emergency 
management response through FEMA, 
and protecting our coasts through the 
Coast Guard. 

As a member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee and the Senate Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence, I know 
how important the work DHS does is in 
keeping our Nation safe. Let’s take a 
step back and remember why DHS was 
created in the first place and what 
their mission is. Why should we play 
politics with the Department that ex-
ists to protect America? 

DHS’s funding runs out at the end of 
this month. The clock is ticking. The 
nearly 200,000 who work for DHS do not 
want us spending valuable time scoring 
political points; they want the cer-
tainty that their important work will 
be funded by Congress. If the Depart-
ment is not funded by the end of the 
month, we probably will once again re-
sort to passing a continuing resolution 
to keep the Department going. A con-
tinuing resolution is only a stopgap; it 
is a waste of time and money. 

DHS Secretary Johnson said: Oper-
ating in a stop-and-go cycle of con-
tinuing resolutions is like trying to 
drive a car across the country on no 
more than 5 gallons of gas at a time 
and without knowing the distance to 
the next gas station. 

Of the nearly 200,000 DHS employees 
across the country, 2,000 are based in 
Hawaii. Nobody will get paid if DHS 
gets shut down. Some will be fur-
loughed, while many others will be 
forced, as essential employees, to con-
tinue showing up for work without pay. 
We count on the Coast Guard, the TSA, 
Customs, and the U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services—which are all 
part of the DHS—to be on the job every 
day. 

Some of my Republican colleagues 
insist that before we fund the critical 
work of Homeland Security, we must 
first undo the President’s common-
sense immigration actions that helped 
millions of families across the country. 
The House bill before us holds DHS 
funding hostage to make political 
points against the President. This is a 
manufactured standoff. 

The House bill attacks undocu-
mented persons who have American- 
born children. Those are U.S. citizen 
children. The President’s actions en-
abled these families to step out of the 
shadows, pass background checks, pay 
their taxes, and work in the open with-
out the daily threat of deportation. 

The House bill attacks DREAMers, 
the students who have been helped 
through the DACA problem for nearly 3 
years. Just yesterday President Obama 
met with six DREAMers in the Oval Of-
fice who represent some of the very 
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