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to improve health and economic oppor-
tunities will never be fully realized.

In fact, a dollar spent on clean water
and sanitation returns between $4 and
$8 in economic, health, and other bene-
fits. Paul understood all this.

In 1998, he wrote the book, Tapped
Out. It was prescient in its wisdom and
policy proposals. Despite my rec-
ommendations, the book never became
a bestseller. Though Senator Simon’s
wife, Patti Simon, has become a cham-
pion on water in her own right.

In 2005, the Congress passed the Sen-
ator Paul Simon Water for the Poor
Act, which made providing access to
clean water and sanitation for the
world’s poor a key priority in U.S. de-
velopment assistance.

When we passed this bill, it was the
first time our Nation had written into
law our commitment to any of the
United Nations Millennium Develop-
ment Goals.

Since then, we have succeeded in in-
creasing funding for these important
goals. USAID established an Office of
Water and a Senior Water Coordinator
for Water, and last year, it launched its
first-ever Global Water and Develop-
ment Strategy to significantly increase
clean water and sanitation programs.

These efforts and the original legisla-
tion have made real differences in the
lives of the world’s poor. I have seen
the simple wells providing water for
thousands in Haiti.

For the first time, water and toilets
have been provided to slum commu-
nities in Indonesia, where USAID’s pro-
gram has helped the local water utility
reach thousands upon thousands of
poor people who never had access to
clean water and sanitation.

In fact, in 2012, the world achieved
the Millennium Development Goal of
reducing by half the proportion of peo-
ple in the world without access to
clean drinking water and basic sanita-
tion. At that time, it was the only Mil-
lennium Development Goal to have
been achieved.

So for the last several years, we have
tried to pass the Simon Water for the
World Act—and in 2009 it passed the
full Senate, only to stall in the House.
Again last Congress, it passed out of
the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee.

Today’s version does not include ev-
erything from the original bill—I wish
it would have included more. But such
is the nature of compromise.

Today, with passage of the Senator
Paul Simon Water for the World Act,
we are going to make more progress.

It would not have happened without
my partner in this effort, Senator
CORKER, and strong support from Sen-
ators COONS, FLAKE, and MURRAY here
in the Senate. I also need to acknowl-
edge the leadership of Representatives
BLUMENAUER and POE and the great
help of Representative ROYCE in the
House.

This bill will lock in many of the
leadership, program, and strategic
changes that have occurred around
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USAID water and sanitation programs
in recent years. It will establish the
diplomatic and conflict mitigation pri-
orities around water at the Depart-
ment of State. It will refine and estab-
lish key criteria to ensure our scarce
foreign assistance dollars for water and
sanitation are truly reaching the
world’s most impoverished populations.

We have made progress. But there are
still almost 1 billion people around the
world who lack access to clean water,
and at least 2.5 billion more people
lack access to adequate sanitation.

Every day in the developing world,
5,000 children die from water-borne dis-
eases. Millions of poor children miss
school every day because they have to
walk for hours to find water for their
families, or they are sick from drink-
ing dirty water. Girls and women suffer
most when this happens because they
are the water-carriers of the world.

Experts in the Pentagon and else-
where have called the world water
shortage a real and growing threat to
America’s own security.

New York Times columnist Tom
Friedman published a devastating
piece about how drought and water
mismanagement contributed to Syria’s
bloody civil war that makes that clear.

We also know that every dollar we
invest in clean water and basic sanita-
tion yields many times that amount in
benefits: people are healthier; kids stay
in school; food is safer; AIDS drugs and
other critical health treatments are
able to work.

So I thank my colleagues, my key co-
sponsors in the Senate and House,
Patti Simon, and the many organiza-
tions for supporting this important leg-
islation. It will help save lives.

———

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent for the vote on the
motion to proceed to executive session
to consider the confirmation of the
nomination of Sarah R. Saldana, to be
an Assistant Secretary of Homeland
Security, which occurred on Saturday,
December 13, 2014. Had I been present,
I would have voted in favor of the mo-
tion.

———

ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL MURDERS

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I wish to
offer my heartbroken condolences to
the people of Pakistan and to the
friends and family, the parents and
loved ones, of those murdered yester-
day at the Army Public School in Pe-
shawar.

As the Pakistan military continues
its assault on the Pakistani Taliban in
North Waziristan, the terrorist group
responded yesterday with an act of
murder and barbarity that simply has
no parallel, as nine gunmen murdered
more than 140 students and teachers
who together were simply gathered to
ensure a brighter future for their coun-
try.

This is a crime that simply passes
comprehension. As the father of three,
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I can only imagine in my worst night-
mares the reality that those parents
are now living.

Unfortunately, as a nation, Ameri-
cans have in our not so distant past
also felt the grief that now envelops
Pakistan.

Two years ago this past weekend, a
gunman stormed the Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary School in Newtown, CT and
murdered 26 of our sons and daughters,
our brothers and sisters. Two years
later we remain in mourning, for the
lives taken from us and for the futures
that were so quickly extinguished.

My prayers are with all Pakistanis
who mourn today and with the loved
ones of the victims of Newtown who re-
main in mourning. May we pray for the
safety of those who are most precious
and sacred to us, and may we remain
undeterred in the face of such evil.

TRIBUTES TO DEPARTING
SENATORS

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, before
this Congress ends, I wanted to pay
tribute to several of my colleagues who
will not be here when we convene next
year. Some chose not to run again, and
others unfortunately lost their reelec-
tion campaigns, but we will miss them
all next year. I begin in order of senior-
ity.

TIM JOHNSON

Mr. President, I wish to begin with
Senator TIM JOHNSON. After several
years of service in South Dakota,
where he received the Outstanding Cit-
izen Award and the Billie Sutton
Award for Legislative Achievement,
TiM was elected to the House of Rep-
resentatives in 1986. He served there for
10 years, earning many distinctions,
among them, one for passing more leg-
islation than the other 50 first-term
Members. In 1996 he was elected to the
Senate, where he has served three
terms. In recent years Senator JOHN-
SON has served as chairman of the
banking committee, of which he has
been a member since 1997. Over the
years he has advocated for community
banks in South Dakota, worked to pass
the Safe and Fair Deposit Insurance
Act of 2005, which updated the Federal
deposit insurance system, and pushed
to deal with the special needs of con-
sumers in rural areas. TIM has also
shown immense courage in dealing
with health issues and has been an ex-
emplary public servant. We will miss
him next year and wish him and Bar-
bara well.

MARY LANDRIEU

Mr. President, Senator MARY LAN-
DRIEU started a career of public service
in the Louisiana State Legislature and
then as State treasurer. She was elect-
ed to the U.S. Senate in 1996 becoming
her State’s first female Senator. Sen-
ator LANDRIEU has always fought for
her State, a fact never more apparent
than in the aftermath of Hurricanes
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Katrina and Rita when she fought val-
iantly for disaster funding and reforms
that helped countless people in Lou-
isiana. MARY has also been a champion
for our children, and I have seen her
commitment as we worked together on
adoption and foster care issues over the
years. We will miss MARY’s spirit, but
we know she will never stop fighting
for what she believes in. I wish MARY
and Frank well in this new chapter of
their lives.
MARK PRYOR
Mr. President, Senator MARK PRYOR
comes from a family with a history of
public service. MARK served as Arkan-
sas attorney general before being elect-
ed to the Senate in 2002, occupying the
same Senate seat his father David held.
As a member of the Agriculture Com-
mittee, MARK fought hard to protect
the interests of Arkansas’ farmers, and
through his position on the Homeland
Security and Government Affairs Com-
mittee he pushed for regulatory re-
form, all the while asking how each de-
cision he made would impact people
back in Arkansas. Through his work,
MARK embodied what it meant to be a
public servant.
MARK UDALL
Mr. President, Senator MARK
UpALL’s family has served the United
States for decades. His cousin ToM has
served beside him in the Senate for the
past 6 years. His father Morris ‘“Mo”’
Udall was a Member of the U.S. House
of Representatives for 30 years and also
ran for President. His uncle Stewart
served as Interior Secretary under
Presidents John F. Kennedy and Lyn-
don B. Johnson in the 1960s. Before
being elected to the Senate in 2008,
MARK served in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and the Colorado State
Legislature. Through his position on
the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, MARK has continued his
family’s commitment to our public
lands and resources, chairing the Na-
tional Parks Subcommittee. Senator
UDpALL has also worked hard to help the
U.S. Government get its fiscal house in
order, pushing his colleagues to make
tough choices today to help create a
better tomorrow. As a member of the
Armed Services and Select Intelligence
Committees, MARK has advocated for
more transparent detention and drone
policies and pushed to make public the
“Committee Study of the Central In-
telligence Agency’s Detention and In-
terrogation Program.”
KAY HAGAN
Mr. President, Senator KAY HAGAN
spent 10 years serving in the North
Carolina State senate before being
elected to the U.S. Senate in 2008. I
have had the pleasure of sitting next to
KAY on the Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions Committee and working
with her on issues such as medication
therapy management to help ensure
our seniors are taking the prescription
drugs that help keep them healthy and
the Newborn Screening Saves Lives Re-
authorization Act that provides fund-
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ing for the screening of newborn babies
for heritable disorders, allowing them
the earliest possible access to treat-
ments. Through her position on the
Small Business and Entrepreneurship
Committee, Senator HAGAN has pushed
to protect and grow North Carolina
jobs. On the Armed Services Com-
mittee, she has fought for North Caro-
lina’s military families. I wish KAY and
Chip well in the years ahead.
MARK BEGICH

Mr. President, Senator MARK BEGICH
arrived in the Senate in 2008, having
previously served as mayor of Anchor-
age. MARK worked hard and accom-
plished a lot in his 6 years here, but
what I will always remember is MARK’S
commitment to our veterans. Alaska
has more, veterans per capita than any
other state in our Nation, and through
his position on the Veterans’ Affairs
Committee, Senator BEGICH has been
their champion. I thank MARK for his
public service and his commitment,
and I wish him and Deborah well.

JAY ROCKEFELLER

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I
wish to pay tribute to my friend and
colleague, Senator JOHN D. ROCKE-
FELLER IV, who will soon retire from
the Senate after representing his be-
loved West Virginia for the last 30
years.

Senator ROCKEFELLER and I both
came to Washington after having pre-
viously served as Governors of our
home States, and I have been grateful
for his friendship and counsel. I would
also note that Senator ROCKEFELLER
has some familiarity with New Hamp-
shire, having graduated from Phillips
Exeter Academy.

Senator ROCKEFELLER will forever be
remembered in the Senate for his dedi-
cation to the hard-working people of
West Virginia. When West Virginia
coal mining companies threatened to
abandon their pension obligations to
miners, Senator ROCKEFELLER Success-
fully fought to pass the Coal Act of 1992
to safeguard their retirements. Among
his numerous other legislative accom-
plishments, Senator ROCKEFELLER will
certainly be remembered as the father
of the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram. Since its creation in 1997, CHIP
has provided millions of low-income
children and pregnant women access to
health insurance. Just last year, CHIP
touched the lives of more than 8 mil-
lion Americans.

During his lengthy career Senator
ROCKEFELLER chaired the Senate Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs, Intel-
ligence, and most recently Commerce,
Science, and Transportation. As a
chairman, Senator ROCKEFELLER be-
lieved strongly that good policy start-
ed with listening and ran his commit-
tees in a way that allowed all Senators,
no matter their party, a voice and a
role in the legislative process.

The example set by Senator ROCKE-
FELLER is an inspiration to all of us
who serve in the Senate. On behalf of
the people of New Hampshire, I thank
him for his years of dedicated service
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to our country and wish him the best
in his well-deserved retirement.
CARL LEVIN

Mr. President, I wish to honor Sen-
ator CARL LEVIN as he prepares to re-
tire after 36 years of dedicated service
in the Senate.

As the longest serving Senator in
Michigan’s history, Senator LEVIN has
been a stalwart advocate for the people
of his State. In the aftermath of the
2008 financial crisis, Senator LEVIN
played a critical role in drafting the
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act to ensure it would bolster the Mid-
western manufacturers that would
prove integral to our national eco-
nomic recovery. As cochair of the
Great Lakes Task Force, Senator
LEVIN has worked throughout his ca-
reer to protect the vast waterways that
are critical to Michigan’s economy and
those of the other Great Lakes States.

I have had the honor of serving on
the Senate Armed Services Committee
under the leadership of Chairman
LEVIN, and his concern for the people of
Michigan is perhaps only matched by
his concern for the soldiers, sailors,
marines, and airman who defend our
Nation, as well as the families who sup-
port them. Under his steady leadership
the Senate has kept faith with our
military by passing the annual Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, and
this year’s defense bill bears Senator
LEVIN’s name as tribute to his lengthy
service on the Committee. As chair of
the Armed Services Subcommittee on
Readiness and Management Support, I
have always appreciated Senator
LEVIN’s commitment to a strong bipar-
tisan spirit in the work of the com-
mittee, and I know it will endure
thanks to his example.

A sharp legal mind, Senator LEVIN
also worked in a bipartisan fashion as
chairman of the Senate Permanent
Subcommittee on Investigations to
hold powerful public and private insti-
tutions accountable. Born from the
highly successful Truman Committee
formed in the lead-up to World War II,
Senator LEVIN’s subcommittee inves-
tigated critical issues such as the 2008
financial crisis, systemic credit card
fraud, as well as corporate abuse of off-
shore tax havens—bringing light to
complex and obscure issues to the ben-
efit of the American people.

Senator LEVIN has been a source of
reasoned counsel for many in the Sen-
ate, and I know his presence will be
missed. However, I also know he is
looking forward to spending some well-
earned time back in Michigan with his
children, grandchildren, and wife Bar-
bara.

TOM HARKIN

Mr. President, I wish to recognize
Senator ToM HARKIN and his 30 years of
Senate service.

When Senator HARKIN retires at the
end of this year, he will also step down
from his chairmanship of the Senate
Committee on Health, Employment,
Labor, and Pensions, a post from which
he has advocated progressive policies
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aimed at increasing opportunity for all
Americans.

One of Senator HARKIN’s greatest leg-
islative achievements is the Americans
with Disabilities Act, legislation that
he fought for on behalf of millions of
disabled Americans. The ADA is truly
a landmark law in this country, and
Senator HARKIN’s decades of work on
this issue will never be forgotten.

Senator HARKIN also has a strong leg-
acy as a champion for human rights,
which began even before his election to
public office while he was still a staffer
on Capitol Hill. Invited to travel with a
congressional delegation to Vietnam in
the summer of 1970, Senator HARKIN ar-
ranged for the group to visit the Con
Son prison in order to investigate alle-
gations of human rights abuses by the
South Vietnamese Government. At the
prison, the delegation strayed from the
official tour and found abused prisoners
held in so-called ‘‘tiger cages,”” which
Senator HARKIN documented exten-
sively with a camera. In defiance of
some of the delegation members, Sen-
ator HARKIN courageously handed over
the pictures to Life magazine in order
to better educate the American public
about U.S involvement in Vietnam.

I have been fortunate to witness
firsthand Senator HARKIN’S passion for
U.S. leadership in human rights during
our service together on the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee, where he has
brought heightened attention to the
scourge of child labor and exploitation.
I know this is one particular issue on
which Senator HARKIN feels his work
has just begun, and I look forward to
hearing of his continued efforts on be-
half of vulnerable children around the
world.

On a more personal note, I will miss
competing with Senator HARKIN’s of-
fice for the most staff participants in
the Everybody Wins! DC reading
mentorship program, a great cause in
which Senator HARKIN has been in-
volved in for the last 16 years.

I join my colleagues in thanking Sen-
ator HARKIN for his dedicated service in
the Senate and wish him all the best in
retirement.

KAY HAGAN

Mr. President, Senator HAGAN and I
came to the Senate 6 years ago with a
shared commitment to bipartisan prob-
lem solving reflective of the inde-
pendent spirit of the States we rep-
resent. I am glad to say that in Sen-
ator HAGAN I found not only a strong
partner in policymaking but also a
good friend.

Born in Shelby, NC, Senator HAGAN
got her start in politics, as many of us
do, at the State level. During 10 years
in the North Carolina Senate, she built
a reputation as a committed public
servant, and that reputation would
eventually propel her to the United
States Senate.

In Washington, Senator HAGAN has
used her position on the Senate Armed
Services Committee to support the
military families stationed at Fort
Bragg, Camp Lejune, and other mili-
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tary installations in North Carolina.
Thanks to her efforts, Congress passed
legislation in 2012 to provide health
care and compensation to military
families impacted by water contamina-
tion at Camp Lejune. Also a member of
the small business committee, Senator
HAGAN’s private sector experience has
been a tremendous asset to the legisla-
tive work of the committee.

I would like to wish the very best to
Senator HAGAN, who I know is looking
forward to the opportunity to spend
more time with her family, especially
her grandchildren.

MARK UDALL

Mr. President, I wish to take a mo-
ment to thank my friend and colleague
Senator MARK UDALL for his dedicated
service to the people of Colorado and
our Nation.

As many of my colleagues are aware,
long before Senator UDALL was climb-
ing the steps to Capitol Hill he was
hiking the mountains of Colorado as a
course director and educator with Out-
ward Bound, an organization he would
eventually lead as executive director.
However, as a member of the Udall
family, headed by his father Congress-
man Morris ‘“Mo”’ Udall, who served in
the House of Representatives for 30
years, elected office was never far from
Senator UDALL’s mind. After 20 years
with Outward Bound, Senator UDALL
left to pursue a career in public serv-
ice.

After serving a term in the Colorado
State Legislature, Senator UDALL ran
successfully to represent Colorado’s
Second Congressional District in the
House of Representatives, a seat he
held for five consecutive terms. When
we arrived at the Senate in 2008, Sen-
ator UDALL and I found common cause
in our work on both the Senate Armed
Services Committee and the Senate
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. Senator UDALL’S commitment
to working across the aisle to confront
the difficult issues facing our Nation
was appreciated by many in the Sen-
ate, and I know his presence will be
missed.

I wish the very best to Senator
UDALL and thank him for his service.

MARY LANDRIEU

Mr. President, my friend from Lou-
isiana Senator MARY LANDRIEU has de-
voted her entire life to public service,
and today I wish to recognize the ex-
traordinary leadership and energy that
she has brought to the Senate through-
out her career.

Senator LANDRIEU has been a leader
on soO many issues, none more so than
as a passionate advocate for children
around the world. I was proud to work
with her on legislation to address the
decline in international adoptions, in
addition to several other bills that
Senator LANDRIEU has authored to sup-
port children both in the United States
and in developing nations. This issue is
particularly near to Senator LAN-
DRIEU’s heart, and I know I am speak-
ing for countless children around the
world when I thank her for her efforts
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to ensure all children experience the
benefits of a safe and loving family.

I also had the pleasure of working
with Senator LANDRIEU during her
leadership of the Senate Small Busi-
ness Committee, as well as on the Sen-
ate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee.

Senator LANDRIEU has always fought
hard for her home State of Louisiana,
and her dedication to her constituents
was made clear in the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina. All Americans viv-
idly recall the scenes of destruction
caused by the storm—more than 1,800
killed and $100 billion in property de-
stroyed in just days. Those who were
fortunate to escape the storm phys-
ically unscathed were more than likely
left homeless, and over 80% of Senator
LANDRIEU’s hometown of New Orleans
was under water for weeks after
Katrina made landfall.

After the storm Senator LANDRIEU
immediately set to work building sup-
port for legislation to jump start the
gulf coast recovery and help her con-
stituents put their lives back together.
Senator LANDRIEU nearly singlehand-
edly pushed through critical funding
and reforms to help Louisiana rebuild.

It has been an honor working with
her, and I thank her for her years of
service to the Senate and the Nation.

MARK BEGICH

Mr. President, today I wish to recog-
nize my fellow Senator from the class
of 2008, Senator MARK BEGICH of Alas-
ka.

Senator BEGICH’s career in public
service began earlier than most at the
young age of 19, when he was hired by
the Anchorage city health department.
By that time, Senator BEGICH was also
well on his way to establishing himself
as an enterprising businessman and en-
trepreneur. Born and raised in Anchor-
age, AK, MARK BEGICH would go on to
serve in the Anchorage Assembly
where he was the youngest member
ever elected, before successfully run-
ning for the post of mayor in 2003, a
role in which he served until his elec-
tion to the Senate.

Here in Washington Senator BEGICH
has used his position as chair of the
commerce Subcommittee on Oceans,
Atmosphere, Fisheries, and Coast
Guard, as well as his extensive knowl-
edge of the Alaska economy, to advo-
cate for Alaska-first policies. As a Sen-
ator from a State with one of the high-
est populations of veterans per capita,
Senator BEGICH has also been a pas-
sionate defender of our Nation’s mili-
tary. I also have had the pleasure of
serving with Senator BEGICH on the
Senate Appropriations Committee and
have greatly appreciated his contribu-
tions.

I would like to thank Senator BEGICH
for his years of dedicated service both
to Alaska and the Nation.

MARK PRYOR

Mr. President, Senator MARK PRYOR
of Arkansas has served the people of
Arkansas in the Senate for the last 12
years, guided by his strong faith and
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determination to bridge the partisan
divide.

As a member of the Appropriations
Committee, Senator PRYOR has suc-
cessfully directed Federal assistance to
his Arkansas constituents, helping to
strengthen his State’s economy. As a
member of the commerce committee,
he prioritized bringing broadband
Internet service to the rural parts of
Arkansas. When Senator PRYOR served
on the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee, he successfully introduced and
passed legislation to provide tax relief
for our servicemembers deployed in
combat zones, as well as legislation to
more quickly inform military families
when their loved ones are injured in
combat.

Senator PRYOR has time and again
proved his dedication to the State
where he was born and raised, and I
wish to thank him for his service in the
Senate.

MIKE JOHANNS

Mr. President, over three decades as
a public servant, my friend and col-
league Senator MIKE JOHANNS of Ne-
braska has proven time and time again
that politicians can be deeply bprin-
cipled while still recognizing the need
to find common ground on the complex
and difficult choices we must make as
a nation. I believe this is a lesson that
all former Governors carry with them
after holding executive office, and Sen-
ator JOHANNS and I were often able to
reach an understanding on that basis.

Before coming to the Senate in 2009,
MIKE JOHANNS had already built a dis-
tinguished record of public service as a
county board member, city council
member, mayor and two term Governor
of Nebraska. Senator JOHANNS also
served for 3 years in the White House
Cabinet as Secretary of Agriculture to
President George W. Bush. While lead-
ing the Department of Agriculture,
Senator JOHANNS helped U.S. agri-
culture producers find new markets
overseas, promoted expanded use of re-
newable fuels, and encouraged con-
servation of agricultural lands. Having
played a key role in developing the
farm bill passed by Congress in 2008,
then-Secretary Johanns decided to re-
turn to legislating full time and suc-
cessfully ran to represent Nebraska in
the Senate.

Senator JOHANNS’ time in Congress is
best characterized by his low-key ap-
proach to the most high-profile and
consequential issues of the day. He was
one of the bipartisan Gang of 8 Sen-
ators who tackled the challenge of
crafting a comprehensive Federal def-
icit reduction plan in 2011, and in 2013
we worked together on a bipartisan
deal to reopen the Federal Government
and avoid a default on our national
debt. I was also very proud to work
with Senator JOHANNS on legislation to
address the unacceptable trends in
military sexual assault. Senator
JOHANNS always brought the work
ethic he developed growing up on a Ne-
braska farm to our business in the Sen-
ate, and for that and many other rea-
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sons I very much enjoyed working with
him.

Senator JOHANNS has given many
years to public service, earning him
the right to seek a bit of a break from
the spotlight, and I wish him all the
best in his retirement.

CARL LEVIN

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I take
this opportunity to pay tribute to Sen-
ator LEVIN as his distinguished Senate
career comes to a close at the end of
the 113th Congress. Senator LEVIN has
proudly represented the people of
Michigan in the Senate for 36 years.

The desire to help others has been in
Senator LEVIN’s makeup long before
coming to Washington. In fact, one
might say it is in his DNA. He comes
from a family with a distinguished
record of public service. I served with
his brother Sander in the House of Rep-
resentatives, another truly distin-
guished Member of Congress. Their fa-
ther served on the Michigan Correc-
tions Commission. His uncle served as
a chief judge on the U.S. District Court
for the Eastern District of Michigan,
and his cousin was a Michigan Supreme
Court Judge.

Given this public service pedigree, it
is no surprise that he got started in
politics at an early age. He was elected
class President at Detroit’s Central
High School. After Swarthmore College
and Harvard Law School, he served as
an assistant attorney general and gen-
eral counsel of the Michigan Civil
Rights Commission. In 1969 he was
elected to the Detroit City Council and
in 1978 joined the Senate.

Senator LEVIN has served on the
Armed Services Committee for as long
as he has been in the Senate. His
Armed Services Committee tenure has
provided him the opportunity to work
with 11 Secretaries of Defense, helping
to ensure that our Armed Forces were
ready and able to meet the national se-
curity challenges facing our Nation. He
has long been a champion of the men
and women of our military and their
families. From visiting deployed troops
far from home, to ensuring much need-
ed training, equipment, and pay in-
creases, and improving the delivery of
benefits and services they have earned,
CARL LEVIN has been there for our
troops.

Senator LEVIN is also a
problemsolver. In order to improve the
way the Pentagon buys its weapons and
to get the most out of the taxpayer
dollars the government is entrusted to
spend, he has worked hard to improve
acquisition practices throughout his
career. In this arena, he led the way in
passing the Competition in Contracting
Act and the Weapons System Acquisi-
tion Reform Act.

I was fortunate to serve on the
Armed Services Committee during my
first 2 years in the Senate. I have been
able to observe Chairman LEVIN first-
hand as he led the committee with a
steady hand in a very bipartisan man-
ner. I have been proud to be part of two
National Defense Authorization Acts—
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including the one this body passed last
week, which bears his name—which
preserve our readiness and provides for
the well-being of our men and women
of the armed services and their fami-
lies.

Senator LEVIN also chairs the Perma-
nent Subcommittee on Investigations,
where he has led investigations in
many critical areas, including the 2008
financial crisis, energy and food mar-
ket speculation, abusive offshore tax
havens, and unfair practices within the
credit card industry. His investigations
have led to many reforms and laws to
fix these problems. In 2012, the Na-
tional Journal wrote that ‘‘the Perma-
nent Subcommittee on Investigations
is one of the few institutions in Con-
gress that’s still working. CARL LEVIN
is a big reason why.”’

The Senate is losing one of its gi-
ants—a voice of reason, integrity, and
fairness. Michigan’s working families
are losing a lifelong advocate for their
best interests who has really made a
difference. CARL, thank you for your
service to our country. I wish you, Bar-
bara, and your entire family all the
best as you move to the next chapter of
your journey.

Aloha CARL, a hui hou,
meet again.”

“until we

TOM HARKIN

Mr. President, I wish to recognize the
accomplishments of the distinguished
Senator from Iowa, ToM HARKIN, who is
retiring this year.

Senator HARKIN has served in the
House and Senate for nearly 40 years.
During those 40 years he has been a
consistent and inspirational voice for
the idea that America should be a place
where everyone can succeed.

ToM’s life experiences shaped who he
fought for and why. His mother died
when he was 10. His father never got
beyond the sixth grade and suffered
from black lung disease. He grew up in
a tiny town in Iowa. He saw what the
New Deal, Social Security, and Medi-
care did for his family and he saw gov-
ernment as a force that could lift peo-
ple up and give them hope.

Last week, during his farewell re-
marks to this body, he said something
that the progressives among us should
take to heart. He said:

‘“ ... 1 believe government must not be
just an observant bystander to life. It must
be a force for good, for lifting people up, for
giving hope to the hopeless.”’

Under ToM HARKIN’s watch, govern-
ment certainly has not been a by-
stander.

One of his proudest accomplishments
was gaining passage of the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990. ToMm stood
with people with disabilities, one of the
largest minorities in the United States,
to enact historic legislation that
changed the lives of millions of people.
I was proud to cosponsor and support
the 2008 Americans with Disabilities
Amendments Act, which passed with
overwhelming bipartisan support. His
commitment to creating and expanding
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opportunities for those with disabil-
ities is a hallmark of his career.

Senator HARKIN will also be remem-
bered for his tireless leadership as the
chairman of the Senate Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee. As chairman he worked to pro-
mote health care and education, fair-
ness for workers, equal rights, and,
above all, the American dream. He
worked to fund those priorities for
years on the Appropriations Com-
mittee.

These are some of TOM’s signature
issues. But equally important has been
his work fighting injustice and human
rights violations across the globe.

As a young Congressional staffer he
travelled to Vietnam and uncovered
torture on Con San Island, off of Viet-
nam. There people were being held in
‘‘tiger cages’’—b foot by 9 foot cells dug
into the ground where three to five
people were held captive.

While he lost his staff job over the
pictures he took, he shed light on
atrocities that too many others had ei-
ther ignored or covered up.

ToMm’s values and the results he has
been able to achieve have made him a
powerful moral and progressive voice
for decades. Some of us were drawn to
ToM during his Presidential run in 1992.
I was. As a Hawaii State legislator, I
supported the Senator from Iowa long
before I ever had the privilege of serv-
ing with him in the Senate. In fact,
when his bid for the presidency ended,
some of us continued to support him,
making buttons with a slogan I coined:
‘““HARKIN for the Heck of It!”

ToM HARKIN has done much to help
build the ladders of opportunity that
he so firmly believes is a big part of
what government should do. His work
inspires us to continue pushing to see
that every individual in our country
has an opportunity to improve his or
her life for the better.

Last week in his farewell remarks,
ToM noted that while he is retiring
from the Senate, he is not retiring
from ‘‘the fight.”” He also gave those of
us who are still here a list of unfin-
ished business to continue the fight.

First, we have to do more to address
income inequality and restack the
deck so that working people have con-
fidence that their government works
on their behalf. Second, we have to
work on addressing climate change.
Third, we have to do more to give em-
ployment opportunities to the disabled,
and finally, we have to pass the U.N.
Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities.

These are all big fights. But it speaks
to ToM’s passion for public service and
improving access to opportunity that
in his farewell remarks, he would give
us a list of unfinished business.

I will miss him in the Senate. I am
confident that ToM HARKIN will be a
prominent voice in American society
for years to come.

Aloha ToMm, a hui hou, or ‘‘until we
meet again.”
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JAY ROCKEFELLER

Mr. President, I also wish to pay trib-
ute to a man who has dedicated nearly
50 years to public service. That is our
retiring colleague Senator JAY ROCKE-
FELLER of West Virginia.

JAY ROCKEFELLER’s lifetime of serv-
ice was shaped by his experience as a
VISTA worker in a rural coal town in
West Virginia. JAY told me that this
experience was life changing, coming
as he did from a very privileged back-
ground. Working day-to-day in that
community, learning the hopes and
fears and anxieties of the people, and
seeing their struggles led to his life-
long commitment to improving the lot
of working people everywhere.

In his farewell remarks to the Sen-
ate, Senator ROCKEFELLER said that
the Senate must be a ‘‘place in which
we embrace the commitment to be de-

liberative, passionate, and unrelent-
ing.”
Senator ROCKEFELLER embodied

these qualities while serving the people
of West Virginia. He has been a delib-
erative, passionate, and unrelenting
champion, especially for those whose
circumstances in life are the hardest.

His work on health care has impacted
Americans in every corner of the
United States, from the mountains of
West Virginia, to my State of Hawaii.
He was instrumental in the efforts to
establish the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program, or CHIP, which provides
care to more than 8 million children
across the Nation. More than 30,000 of
those children who currently receive
coverage for necessary primary and
preventive health care are those chil-
dren in my State of Hawaii.

From his Medicare Drug Savings Act
to his Rebuilding America’s Schools
Act, JAY ROCKEFELLER has truly been a
champion for those who needed a hand
up in life.

We are all aware of JAY’s efforts to
enhance our national security while
also holding our Nation to the highest
standards possible as a chairman and
member of the Senate Intelligence
Committee. His commitment to keep-
ing America safe is met only by his
commitment to ensure that our Na-
tion’s veterans get the care and bene-
fits that they have earned and deserve.
I have been privileged to serve with
JAY on the Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committee.

Senator ROCKEFELLER reminds us
that to those upon whom fortune has
smiled, there is no greater calling than
to dedicate ourselves to fight hard for
those struggling, for those hard work-
ing, and for those who put us here.

As Senators I hope that we heed
JAY’s words and in the coming Con-
gress we work together on a bipartisan
basis to collaborate and compromise on
behalf of America’s workers and fami-
lies.

On a personal note, JAY and I had one
of the best conversations recently on
the Senate floor where we discovered
that we were two pretty private people,
some would even describe as introverts,
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who picked a most public of arenas,
politics, to do our life’s work of mak-
ing a difference in the lives of those we
are privileged to represent.

Thank you for your service, Senator
ROCKEFELLER. It has been an honor
being your colleague and serving with
you.

Aloha JAY, a hui hou, or ‘“‘until we
meet again.”

TIM JOHNSON

Mr. President, I wish to recognize the
contributions of Senator TIM JOHNSON
of South Dakota, who is retiring at the
end of this year.

Senator JOHNSON has served South
Dakota in the House and the Senate for
nearly 28 years. He was elected to the
House in 1986 and was elected to the
Senate in 1996. During those 28 years,
Senator JOHNSON has been an advocate
for bipartisanship to get results in Con-
gress. In fact, bipartisanship could be
considered one of the campaign plat-
forms that first got him elected to Con-
gress. As he related in his farewell re-
marks on this floor last week, when he
first ran for the House of Representa-
tives, he told the people of South Da-
kota that neither party had all the an-
swers, that both parties had good ideas,
and that both parties had men and
women of good will.

“My job, as I understood it, would be
to work in a bipartisan manner, listen-
ing to all parties and reaching a good
fit—also known as compromise.”

Twenty-eight years later, it is clear
that he not only understood his job
well then, but his efforts to com-
promise have paid big dividends for
South Dakota. Over the years he has
worked on a number of issues, from the
farm bill, to highway funding, to flood
relief and to protect South Dakota’s
Ellsworth Air Force Base.

No one Senator can deliver results on
their own, but by working across the
aisle, TIM has not only done well for
his constituents but has gained a good
reputation here in the Senate. He has
served in leadership positions on the
Senate banking committee, which he
currently chairs, as well as the Senate
Appropriations, Energy and Natural
Resources, and Indian Affairs Commit-
tees. On each of these committees, Sen-
ator JOHNSON has championed issues
that are important to the people of his
State but has always done so with an
eye toward fairness—listening to all
parties, promoting compromise, and
doing what is right for working people
across the country.

For these reasons, Senator JOHNSON
is well-respected and has earned the
good will of the Senate. When he was
faced with the challenge of a lifetime—
a brain hemorrhage in 2006—he was
supported by a Senate community that
set aside partisanship and political cal-
culations. Everyone wanted to see him
recover. When he returned to the Sen-
ate after months of recovery, he was
welcomed by the whole community.
TiM continues to be a profile in cour-
age.

His legacy is one of compromise and
collaboration—two attributes that are
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critical to the functioning of this body
and two attributes which we would do
well to remember.

We will all miss Senator JOHNSON in
the Senate. Aloha to him, his wife Bar-
bara, his three children, and his six
grandchildren, and a hui hou, ‘‘until we
meet again.”

MARK UDALL

Mr. President, I would like to say a
few words about my colleague, Senator
MARK UDALL of Colorado, who will be
ending his 6-year tenure in the Senate
at the end of this Congress.

Senator UDALL has served in public
office for 18 years, serving in the Colo-
rado House of Representatives for 2
years before being elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives, where he
served for 10 years. He was elected in
2008 to the Senate.

For MARK, public service is a family
affair. His father, Arizona Representa-
tive Mo Udall, served in Congress for 30
years. His father ran for the U.S. Presi-
dency. His uncle, Stewart Udall, served
as President Kennedy’s Secretary of
the Interior. And his cousin, Tom
UDALL, serves as one of New Mexico’s
U.S. Senators.

This legacy, coupled with MARK’S
love of the outdoors, give him a unique
perspective on public service. Before
running for office, MARK worked as an
educator and executive director of the
Colorado Outward Bound School. As an
avid mountaineer and educator, MARK
understands the value of America’s
open spaces, smart policies for con-
servation and economic growth, and
finding practical solutions to our
shared challenges.

MARK UDALL is a champion for the
environment. His efforts to support
progressive renewable energy policies
as a State legislator and Member of
Congress have helped Colorado become
a frontrunner in clean, sustainable en-
ergy to prepare for a more sustainable
future. He has also fought hard to ex-
pand the National Park Service, saying
the Earth is borrowed from our chil-
dren, not inherited from our parents,
and that we must work to preserve
these public lands to ensure their exist-
ence for future generations.

I have had the privilege of serving
with MARK in the House and on the
Senate Armed Services Committee to
support the men and women who de-
fend our country. We have worked to-
gether to focus on making our military
more energy efficient and less reliant
on fossil fuels.

MARK has climbed some of the most
daunting peaks in the world. The kind
of self-reliance and focus required to
meet those Kkinds of challenges mark
his work in public service. His decency
and integrity in fighting for the middle
class, for our environment, for trans-
parency in government, inspire us to
continue his work.

It has been a privilege to serve with
MARK.

Aloha MARK and Maggie and a hui
hou, ‘‘until we meet again.”

KAY HAGAN

Mr. President, I thank my colleague
KAY HAGAN for her service in the Sen-
ate. KAY has spent every day of her 6
years fighting for North Carolina’s
families.
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KAY’s father, brother, husband, and
father-in-law are all veterans. She has
two nephews on Active Duty. Their ex-
periences—and the stories of thousands
of North Carolina servicemembers and
veterans—have helped guide KAY’s
work on the Senate Armed Services
Committee, SASC, where I have been
privileged to serve with her.

As a member of SASC, I have seen
firsthand KAY’s deep knowledge and
commitment to our servicemembers,
veterans, and military families—in
North Carolina and around the coun-
try. North Carolina, like Hawaii, has a
large number of servicemembers and
veterans, and KAY has worked to make
sure our troops get the support they
need while they are in harm’s way and
when they get home.

Making sure veterans get the bene-
fits they have earned and are treated
with respect is another area where KAY
has been a strong leader. She has
worked to make sure veterans are able
to transition to civilian life and pre-
pare for college and career. Whether
that means protecting veterans from
scams or making sure colleges are
serving veterans effectively, KAY has
their back.

KAY also is a strong advocate for
children and families. She has worked
on reauthorizing newborn screening
legislation to make sure illnesses are
detected and treated early. Just last
week she got her bipartisan newborn
screening bill across the finish line,
and it will soon head to President
Obama’s desk.

On education, KAY has worked on fi-
nancial literacy in middle school and
high school and turning around the
highest-need K-12 schools. She has
fought for minority-serving institu-
tions and making sure job-training and
college help adults earn an associate’s
degree or industry credential as soon
as possible.

As I was running for the Senate, I got
a chance to get to know KAY, and upon
my election, she was very helpful in
showing me the ropes as a new Sen-
ator. The 20 Senate women have reg-
ular bipartisan dinners where we leave
politics at the door, get to know each
other, and relax. KAY is well known for
her tireless work on behalf of her con-
stituents, her graciousness as a host of
Super Bowl parties, and her indefati-
gable positive attitude that rubs off on
the rest of us.

I and the Senate sisterhood will miss
KAY. However, I expect that she will
continue the spirited advocacy on be-
half of the people of North Carolina
whatever she next undertakes.

Aloha KAY and a hui hou, ‘‘until we
meet again.”

MARK BEGICH

Mr. President, I recognize the accom-
plishments of Senator MARK BEGICH,
our colleague from the State of Alaska.
These last 2 years, I have had the privi-
lege to work with Senator BEGICH on a
range of issues—from Native Adult
Education and Health Care to fishing
rights—and 1 consider him a good
friend. Senator BEGICH is not only
someone who is easy to work with as a
reasonable, open-minded legislator, but
is also someone who truly cares about
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the people of his State and embodies
the values of the Senate.

In his farewell remarks last week,
Senator BEGICH commented on the rel-
ative size of his State, which, at 660,000
square miles, is more than twice and
three times as large as other large
States such as Texas and California
geographically.

That is 164 times larger than my
home State of Hawaii. It also gets a lot
colder. Despite the differences between
our States, as the two non-contiguous
U.S. States, Hawaii and Alaska have
always had a special bond.

That bond was forged by Senators
Inouye and Stevens—two of the Sen-
ate’s giants. Those two men, who were
from different parties and very dif-
ferent States, looked out for one an-
other. They did a lot of good for our
States, and all who come after them
have sought to emulate their example
of working together and looking out
for each other.

MARK did that for me even before I
was sworn in to the U.S. Senate. As
many of my colleagues may know, Sen-
ator Inouye passed away just weeks be-
fore I was to be sworn in. At the time
I would been assigned to the Energy,
Judiciary, and Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittees. However, with Senator
Inouye’s passing—and I have to thank
our leadership here as well—I asked for
a seat on the Senate Armed Services
Committee, an appointment critical to
Hawaii, where military activity is a
vital part of our economy.

MARK BEGICH gave his seat up on the
committee to open a slot for me. Not
to shortchange Alaska, MARK got a
seat on Appropriations. But I will
never forget that he recognized how
important the military was to Hawaii
and how he agreed to help me out.

Not only was MARK reinforcing the
long-lasting Hawaii-Alaska bond, but it
was also characteristic of MARK’s de-
sire to help-something that his con-
stituents know all too well.

As Senator BEGICH mentioned in his
farewell remarks, ‘‘Alaska is a very
small place in many ways. People
make personal connections with their
elected officials.”

Whether it is answering constituent
letters, or helping people navigate the
Federal bureaucracy, Senator BEGICH
has been there for Alaskans. He has
also taken their concerns and made
sure that everyone in Washington
knows about them—whether it is the
situation in the Arctic, fishing, energy
development, or the challenges of Alas-
ka Natives. There is not a Member of
this body who has not heard Senator
BEGICH talk about Alaska’s unique
challenges.

As he also mentioned, most people in
his State pretty much know each
other.

In a State like Alaska—much like
Hawaii—you can’t ‘‘go Washington.”
You have got to stay grounded in the
day-to-day concerns of the unique local
communities back home. Sometimes
this can be tough, but MARK has always
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kept Alaskans first and foremost in all
of his work in the Senate.

I have had the privilege of serving
with MARK on the Senate Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee, and have seen first-
hand how hard he has worked on behalf
of Alaska’s veterans. He has been tena-
cious in working to see that Alaska’s
veterans and Natives have access to
health care—and creatively, worked to
see that veterans can access the tribal
health care delivery system. As he has
put it, if the clinics are there for some,
why not have them be available to all?

This is the kind of commonsense so-
lution that is a hallmark of his time in
the Senate.

I will miss his good humor and his
hard work. It is been a pleasure serving
with MARK and I wish him and his fam-
ily all the best in their next chapter.

Aloha MARK and a hui hou, ‘“‘until we
meet again.”

JOHN WALSH

Mr. President, I rise to pay tribute to
our colleague, Senator JOHN WALSH of
Montana. While his Senate career is
shorter than any of us would have
hoped, the institution is better for his
service and he will be missed.

His road to this body is different
than most anyone else. He grew up in
Butte, MT, close enough to a copper
mine that his house would shake when
the dynamite went off. His dreams
were modest—get an education, find a
job, and do some fishing.

But life often takes unexpected
turns. He enrolled in the Montana Na-
tional Guard in order to pursue those
modest dreams, and found a home in
the Guard. He rose to serve as Adjutant
General of the Montana National
Guard. In this capacity he commanded
troops in Iraq in 2004 and 2005. He
earned the Bronze Star, Legion of
Merit Award, and Combat Infantry
Badge for his efforts leading over 700
young men and women. This military
experience is one that he carries with
him in ways that most of us will never
know.

After retiring from the National
Guard in 2012 he served as Montana’s
Lieutenant Governor, and currently, as
a Senator. He is the first Iraq war com-
bat veteran to serve in the Senate.

His experience growing up in a work-
ing-class family, serving in the mili-
tary, and as a public servant in elected
office have made him a valuable Mem-
ber of this body.

His advocacy for Montana, and for
our servicemembers and veterans, and
his perspective on national security
matters—particularly reigning in the
National Security Agency—have been
valuable to our caucus. I know that he
will carry these priorities forward in
whatever endeavor he pursues next.

I am proud to have to served as his
colleague in the Senate. Aloha JOHN,
and a hui hou, ‘‘until we meet again,”
to you, your wife Janet, and your fam-
ily.

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I wish to
celebrate and thank the 13 outgoing
Senators who have worked tirelessly to
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represent their home States in the Sen-
ate: Senator MARK BEGICH, Senator
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, Senator ToMm
COBURN, Senator KAY HAGAN, Senator
ToM HARKIN, Senator MIKE JOHANNS,
Senator TIM JOHNSON, Senator MARY
LANDRIEU, Senator CARL LEVIN, Sen-
ator MARK PRYOR, Senator JAY ROCKE-
FELLER, Senator MARK UDALL, and Sen-
ator JOHN WALSH.

I have worked side by side with these
men and women for years—some for
decades—and witnessed firsthand their
extraordinary commitment to public
service and the people they so proudly
represent.

Even when we didn’t see eye to eye
on every issue, I always deeply re-
spected and admired their service to
our Nation and their dedication to
fight for what they believe in.

It has been a privilege to serve along-
side each and every one of these ex-
traordinary colleagues. I will miss
their leadership and their friendship,
and I wish them all the best as they
embark on the next chapter.e

———
TRIBUTE TO HAROON KHAN

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr.
President, I wish to recognize and to
extend my thanks and appreciation to
Haroon Azam Khan.

For almost two decades, I have been
truly fortunate to have had Haroon on
my side.

Haroon’s personal story is uniquely
American. While his parents Moham-
mad Azam and Anjum Khan immi-
grated to the United States in the
1960’s, the first members of Haroon’s
family arrived in the United States in
1906 and settled in Willows, CA.

Haroon’s interest in government
started early, first as an intern in the
district office of my friend and former
colleague Congressman Bob Matsui and
then as an intern in The White House.

After graduating from the University
of California at Berkeley, Haroon
joined my first Senate campaign and
then worked with me as my finance
and political director on each of my re-
election efforts. He also worked with
my colleagues Senator DIANNE FEIN-
STEIN and Senator Chris Dodd in the
same capacity.

Eventually, after working in the pri-
vate sector, I invited Haroon to work
for me as deputy staff director of the
Senate Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs.

It has been a pleasure to watch
Haroon grow both personally and pro-
fessionally, and it is with sincere grati-
tude that I would like to thank Haroon
for his years of dedicated friendship,
counsel and support.

———
TRIBUTE TO CHIP ROY

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I rise today
to recognize a fearless leader, and one
I am blessed to call a friend. Chip Roy.
Chip reluctantly agreed to travel from
Texas to Washington—frequently leav-
ing his beautiful wife Carrah and his
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two precious children, Charlie and Vir-
ginia—to help build and lead one of the
most talented and principled conserv-
ative teams on Capitol Hill, and to
Make D.C. Listen. He did. He will con-
tinue to lead in Texas, now just from a
different front.

My good friends in Texas, especially
newly elected Attorney General Paxton
and Governor Abbott, are fortunate to
have such a principled fighter for lib-
erty assuming the role as First Assist-
ant to the Attorney General. I look for-
ward to many opportunities to con-
tinue working side-by-side to champion
the rights of Texans, and all Ameri-
cans.

Chip is a man of conviction. His pas-
sion is matched only by his unceasing
faith. I am confident he will continue
to shine a light on the truth and to
serve the Great State of Texas and this
Nation with the utmost dedication to
the Constitution and to the Lord Al-
mighty.

I will always be grateful for the
many days—and nights—Chip dedi-
cated to critical fights here in the Sen-
ate, from protecting citizens’ Second
Amendment rights, to securing our
borders, to leading a national debate
on the harms of Obamacare. Chip
knows DC well, but he knows the
American people better, and his cour-
age to help change the way Washington
does business to put our fellow Texans
and Americans first is a rare gift that
will continue to live on.

This is simply the beginning, as we
both continue to battle to protect our
God-given rights, to secure a future
filled with opportunity for our beloved
children, and to keep America the land
of the free. May we continue to make
Texas a beacon of liberty.

Chip, thank you for your tireless
service, especially in the wake of your
courageous battle against cancer.
Thank you for your uncompromising
principles. Thank you for your contin-
ued friendship. For, as Proverbs 27:17
says, ‘‘As iron sharpens iron, so a man
sharpens the countenance of his
friend.” Your leadership has, and will
continue to, make all who are privi-
leged to know you stronger. May God
continue to bless you, and the Great
State of Texas.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO MARIA HARRISON

e Mrs. HAGAN. Mr. President, Maria
Harrison reported for her first day of
work with the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration on Monday, June 18, 1973.
On January 3, 2015, she will retire from
the U.S. Department of Transportation
after 41 years and 6 months of service
to our country as a Federal employee.
Except for 10 months at the Small
Business Administration, she spent her
career in the transportation field:
Federal Aviation Administration, 6/
18/1973 to 07/30/1977; Small Business Ad-
ministration, 07/31/1977 to 05/20/1978; De-
partment of Transportation/OST, 05/21/
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