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all who have served in the United States
Armed Forces since September 14, 2001;

(2) promotes awareness of the services and
contributions of all post-9/11 veterans; and

(3) encourages communities in the United
States to plan activities for Veterans Day
2014 to honor and support all who have
served during this time and to provide citi-
zens of the United States an opportunity to
present unified recognition of the service
and sacrifices of post-9/11 veterans.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE VETERANS OF
FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED
STATES

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of and the Senate now
proceed to S. Res. 529.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, is it so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 529) recognizing the
100th anniversary of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States and commending
its members for their courage and sacrifice
in service to the United States.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of July 30, 2014,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

529) was

———

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ON THE CURRENT SITU-
ATION IN IRAQ

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of
Calendar No. 575, S. Res. 530.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 530) expressing the
sense of the Senate on the current situation
in Iraq and the urgent need to protect reli-
gious minorities from persecution from the
Sunni Islamist insurgent and terrorist group
the Islamic State, formerly known as the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), as
it expands its control over areas in north-
western Iraq.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which was reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations with an
amendment and an amendment to the
preamble and an amendment to the
title.

(Strike out all after the resolving
clause and insert the part printed in
italic.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(Strike the preamble and insert the
part printed in italic.)

Whereas Iraq is currently embroiled in a surge
of violence arising from an ISIL-led offensive
that began in Anbar province and has spread to
key locations such as Mosul, Tikrit, and
Samarra and continues to engulf the region in
violence and instability,

Whereas, on June 29, 2014, ISIL leader Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi renamed the group the Is-
lamic State and pronounced himself Caliph of a
new Islamic caliphate encompassing the areas
under his control, and Mr. al-Baghdadi has a
stated mission of spreading the Islamic State
and caliphate across the region through vio-
lence against Shiites, mnon-Muslims, and
unsupportive Sunnis;

Whereas Iraq’s population is approrimately
31,300,000 people, with 97 percent identifying
themselves as Muslim and the approximately 3
percent of religious minorities groups comprising
of Christians, Yezidis, Sabean-Mandaeans, Ba-
hais, Shabaks, Kakais, and Jews;

Whereas the Iraqi Christian population is esti-
mated to be between 400,000 and 850,000, with
two-thirds being Chaldean, one-fifth Assyrian,
and the remainder consisting of Syriacs, Protes-
tants, Armenians, and Anglicans;

Whereas the Iraqi constitution provides for re-
ligious freedom by stating that ‘“no law may be
enacted that contradicts the principles of de-
mocracy,” ‘“‘no law may be enacted that con-
tradicts the rights and basic freedoms stipulated
in this Constitution,” and ‘‘[this Constitution]
guarantees the full religious rights to freedom of
religious belief and practice of all individuals
such as Christians, Yaczidis, and Mandean
Sabeans’’;

Whereas the fall of Mosul in particular has
sparked enough anxiety among the Christian
population that, for the first time in 1,600 years,
there was no Mass in that city;

Whereas over 50 percent of Iraq’s Christian
population has fled since the fall of Saddam
Hussein, and the government under Prime Min-
ister Nouri al-Maliki did not uphold its commit-
ment to protect the rights of religious minorities;

Whereas the United States Government has
provided over $73,000,000 of cumulative assist-
ance to Iraq’s minority populations since 2003
through economic development, humanitarian
services, and capacity development;

Whereas 84,902 Iraqis have resettled to the
United States between 2007 and 2013 and over
300,000 Chaldean and Assyrians currently reside
throughout the country, particularly in Michi-
gan, California, Aricona, Illinois, and Ohio;
and

Whereas President Barack Obama recently de-
clared on Religious Freedom Day, ‘‘Foremost
among the rights Americans hold sacred is the
freedom to worship as we choose . . . we also re-
member that religious liberty is mnot just an
American right; it is a universal human right to
be protected here at home and across the globe.
This freedom is an essential part of human dig-
nity, and without it our world cannot know
lasting peace.”’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved,

That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms its commitment to promoting and
to protecting religious freedom around the
world;

(2) calls on the Department of State to work
with the Government of Iraq, the Kurdistan Re-
gional Government, meighboring countries, the
diaspora community in the United States, and
other key stakeholders to address the urgent
plight of those Iraqi minority groups seeking
safety and protection from persecution in Iragq;

(3) respectfully requests the Govermment of
Iraq to prioritice the issue of protecting religious
minorities and take concrete action to enact and
enforce laws protecting religious freedom; and

(4) urges the President to ensure the timely
processing of visas for Iraq’s minority groups
fleeing religious persecution, in accordance with
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eristing United States immigration law and na-
tional security screening procedures.

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported substitute amendment
be agreed to, the resolution, as amend-
ed, be agreed to, the committee-re-
ported amendment to the preamble be
agreed to, the preamble, as amended,
be agreed to, and the title amendment
be agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.

The committee-reported amendment
to the preamble in the nature of a sub-
stitute was agreed to.

The preamble, as
agreed to.

The title amendment was agreed to,
as follows:

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘A resolu-
tion expressing the sense of the Senate on
the current situation in Iraq and the urgent
need to protect religious minorities from
persecution from the terrorist group the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).”.

———

RECOGNIZING THE EBOLA
OUTBREAK IN WEST AFRICA
Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 572, S. Res. 541.

530), as

amended, was

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 541) recognizing the
severe threat that the Ebola outbreak in
West Africa poses to populations, govern-
ments, and economies across Africa and, if
not properly contained, to regions across the
globe, and expressing support for those af-
fected by this epidemic.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an
amendment to the preamble, as fol-
lows:

(Strike the preamble and insert the
part printed in italic.)

Whereas Ebola hemorrhagic fever is an ex-
tremely infectious virus that causes severe ill-
ness with a fatality rate that can well exceed 50
percent;

Whereas Ebola is spread through contact with
blood, secretions, or other bodily fluids of in-
fected humans and animals and can have an in-
cubation period of up to 21 days;

Whereas the Ebola virus first appeared in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo in 1976 and
has afflicted communities in Africa at least 20
times since then;

Whereas the current Ebola outbreak first oc-
curred in February 2014 in forested areas of
southeastern Guinea and subsequently spread to
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, and Senegal, and
the Democratic Republic of the Congo recently
discovered the outbreak of a separate strain of
the virus;

Whereas this is the first outbreak of Ebola in
West Africa and the biggest and most complex to
date, due to its emergence in populated, tran-
sient border areas, making containment a Sig-
nificant challenge;
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