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are bad for investors, they are bad for
the economy, and that shouldn’t be the
case.

So I urge my colleagues to support
this amendment.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Chairman, I
would just close by saying the 2008 fi-
nancial meltdown was not caused be-
cause middle-income Americans didn’t
have access to retirement funds.

This is a way to be able to protect
middle-income Americans, protect
their retirement, and to encourage
them to save in the future, not decreas-
ing the number of options they have
out there. I would like to have lots of
folks out there encouraging lots of
Americans to be able to save in not
just the largest investment dealers in
the country, trying to go after the
largest, highest-income Americans. So
this is something that we should sup-
port to maintain the regulations that
are already in place and not decrease
the options for Americans.

I yield back the balance my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
LANKFORD).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. LANKFORD

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Chairman, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will re-
port the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used by the Federal Com-
munications Commission to make any
changes to its policies with respect to broad-
cast indecency.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 661, the gentleman
from Oklahoma and a Member opposed
each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Chairman, last
year, the FCC published a notice that
stated they had greatly reduced their
backlog of complaints on indecent and
obscene language and images on TV
and sought comments on whether they
should change their policy on enforce-
ment moving forward. However, they
reduced their backlog by 70 percent by
closing out roughly 1 million cases
that seemed too old to pursue or, as
they believed, not within their jus-
tification to enforce. The end result
was that the FCC unilaterally decided
to leave complaints of incidents where
TV content was offensive or inappro-
priate to be aired at times children are
likely to be in the audience to be
uninvestigated and unenforced.

Moving forward, they asked the pub-
lic if the FCC should make it the offi-
cial policy of the Commission that
they should only investigate the most
serious violations of indecency on tele-
vision. For instance, they wanted to
know if a complaint against repeated
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expletives in a program warrants en-
forcement, while maybe an incident of
one or two expletives does not. To
many parents, this is an unreasonable
distinction to make.

As Chief Justice Roberts has men-
tioned in some of his opinions on this,
this is not an incidence of only having
a brief instance of nudity, that that
shouldn’t be warranted, when extensive
nudity is not.

While the FCC has not acted to for-
mally finalize this regulation, it is in
the public’s best interest that they not
continue down this road. If they do in-
stitute it, it will give the FCC the abil-
ity to decide, on behalf of the viewing
public, what is indecent and what is
not based on the rules that they have
now.

This is a significant shift away from
the standards that have been set, and
the American public wants to be able
write in and complain about what their
children have access to. Many of us as
Americans have real concerns about
what is happening in television and the
enforcement now of existing law.

Quite frankly, Mr. Chairman, it is
difficult to even allow your children to
watch commercials nowadays, much
less the television during the children’s
viewing hour. This is simply a state-
ment to say to the FCC that they
should retain and continue the current
enforcement they already have.

I understand that there are some
issues with this amendment. I under-
stand full well there are some issues we
need to deal with in the FCC in days
ahead.

Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous con-
sent to withdraw the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

VACATING DEMAND FOR RECORDED VOTE ON

AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR. MEEHAN

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I ask
unanimous consent to withdraw my re-
quest for a recorded vote on amend-
ment No. 2 offered by Mr. MEEHAN of
Pennsylvania to the end that the
amendment stand disposed of by the
voice vote thereon.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will re-
designate the amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the request for a recorded vote is
withdrawn. Accordingly, the ayes have
it and the amendment is adopted.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Chairman, I
move that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
JOLLY) having assumed the chair, Mr.
LucAs, Acting Chair of the Committee
of the Whole House on the state of the
Union, reported that that Committee,
having had under consideration the bill
(H.R. 5016) making appropriations for
financial services and general govern-
ment for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2015, and for other purposes,
had come to no resolution thereon.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 45 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 2 o’clock and
10 minutes p.m.

——————

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GEN-
ERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2015

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 661 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 5016.

Will the gentlewoman from North
Carolina (Ms. FoxX) kindly take the
chair.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
5016) making appropriations for finan-
cial services and general government
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2015, and for other purposes, with Ms.
FoxX (Acting Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
an amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
LANKFORD) had been disposed of, and
the bill had been read through page 152,
line 15.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will
now resume on those amendments on
which further proceedings were post-
poned in the following order:

Amendment No. 1 by Mr. FLEMING of
Louisiana.

An amendment by Mr. GOSAR of Ari-
zZona.

An amendment by Mr. GRAYSON of
Florida.

An amendment by Mr. HECK of Wash-
ington.

An amendment by Mr. DESANTIS of
Florida.

An amendment by Mr. DESANTIS of
Florida.

An amendment by Mrs. BLACKBURN of
Tennessee.

An amendment by Mrs. BLACKBURN of
Tennessee.

An amendment by Mrs. BLACKBURN of
Tennessee.

An amendment by Mrs. BLACKBURN of
Tennessee.

An amendment by Mr.
Kentucky.
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