July 16, 2014

The militant terrorist group, Boko
Haram, aims to end the education of
girls in Nigeria through fear and in-
timidation. They have publicly stated
their plans to sell these young girls
into sex slavery for $12 a girl—Ruth,
Naomi, Rhoda.

As a mother and grandmother, I can-
not imagine the pain the parents of
these girls are experiencing, and we as
a Nation are praying for the immediate
and safe rescue of these young women
to bring this awful nightmare to an
end.

I support our President’s effort in
helping the Nigerian Government bring
these girls home and return to school
where they belong—Christie, Solomi,
Tabitha.

As a Nation, we must continue to do
everything in our power to bring back
our girls.

————

BRING BACK OUR GIRLS

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
it has been three long painful months
since nearly 300 schoolgirls were kid-
napped from their classrooms in Borno
State, Nigeria, by the terrorist group
Boko Haram.

Since the kidnapping, these terror-
ists refer to these girls as slaves and
threaten to sell them in the market.

Congresswomen  WILSON, JACKSON
LEE, and FRANKEL were brave and bold
enough to visit Nigeria, and I thank
them for continuing to beat the drum
to bring our girls back.

While some of these girls have es-
caped, tragically, more than 200 are
still missing, and Boko Haram con-
tinues to terrorize villages across
northern Nigeria and surrounding
countries.

Today, I stand here, as a mother and
as a grandmother, to reaffirm our de-
mand to bring our girls back and to
make it clear that mass kidnapping
and threat of human trafficking are
human rights violations that cannot be
ignored.

Every child has a right to live. Every
child has a right to receive an edu-
cation in a safe and protected environ-
ment.

Maifa Dame, Ruth Kollo, Esther
Usman, Awa James are but a few of
these girls being traumatized and ter-
rorized by Boko Haram.

We call on the international commu-
nity, especially African nations and
the African Union, to work together to
find these girls and bring our girls
back.

———
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3 MONTHS SINCE THE KIDNAPPING
OF NIGERIAN GIRLS
(Ms. SEWELL of Alabama asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, today I rise to stand with my col-
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leagues in sending a clear message that
we will not tolerate the hateful ter-
rorism and deplorable actions of Boko
Haram. The denial of respect for
human life with which this group oper-
ates is deplorable.

I am honored to stand with my dear
friend and colleague from Florida,
FREDERICA WILSON, and I admire her
and honor her for her tenacious pursuit
of justice for the 300 Nigerian girls that
were captured by Boko Haram 3
months ago. We stand in solidarity
with these girls, their families, and
every other victim of this hateful
group’s wrath.

As the days turn into weeks, the
weeks into months, and the months
have now turned into 3 long months,
the international outcry has faded. But
make no mistake about it, these girls
are still captive, and they are still lost,
and they are still suffering.

Dr. King taught us that ‘‘injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice every-
where.”” These girls are our daughters.
We must continue to galvanize pres-
sure to obtain freedom of the Kkid-
napped girls and remain ever-vigilant.
We must bring back our girls.

———

APPROPRIATIONS

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, the House
Appropriations Committee has been
busy doing the hard work the Amer-
ican people expect, working in a bipar-
tisan way to pass the needed appropria-
tions bills required to fund the various
agencies and programs in our Federal
Government.

We have focused on reducing and re-
forming spending, while prioritizing
funding for important programs—for
job training, cancer research, and vet-

erans’ programs—while holding the
line on out-of-control government
waste.

With the passage this week of the
House Financial Services Appropria-
tions bill, led by Chairman CRENSHAW,
we will have passed seven of the 12 re-
quired appropriations bills across the
House floor. We will continue our work
to finish the job.

Mr. Speaker, as my House colleagues
on both sides of the aisle do the hard
work to control spending and reform
government programs, sadly, the Sen-
ate has yet to take up one spending
bill. As the September 30 deadline ap-
proaches, I thank my House colleagues,
and hope springs eternal that the Sen-
ate someday may take up a spending
bill under regular order.

————
BOKO HARAM

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, 3 months
have passed since Boko Haram kid-
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napped nearly 300 schoolgirls in north-
eastern Nigeria. Today, as the ranking
member of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, I join my colleagues to say
that the girls have not been forgotten,
and we remain committed to getting
them home safely—#bringbackourgirls.

I want to commend, particularly, our
colleague Ms. FREDERICA WILSON of
Florida, who has led the charge in this
regard, and we are united in not stop-
ping until our girls are brought home.

This year, Boko Haram has killed
more than 2,000 people in nearly 100 at-
tacks. They have Kkidnapped more
women. They have terrorized villages
in northeastern Nigeria and have
launched attacks on the capital of
Abuja and Lagos, Nigeria’s commercial
center. Their leader has demanded that
Boko Haram militants be released in
exchange for the schoolgirls, and he
has called for the murder of Christians.
He must be brought to justice.

My prayers remain with the Kkid-
napped girls and their families and all
Nigerians who live under the shadow of
Boko Haram. We must continue to
push back against this group and work
for the safe return of the kidnapped
schoolgirls.

Bring back our girls.

—————

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TURKISH OCCUPATION OF CYPRUS

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to mark 40 years that Turkish
troops have unlawfully occupied the
Republic of Cyprus, an occupation that
undermines stability in an already
volatile eastern Mediterranean, weak-
ens the NATO alliance, and defies the
European Union’s peace project.

For 40 years, Turkey has frustrated
every meaningful attempt to advance a
just solution in Cyprus. Instead, its
program has been one of systemati-
cally dismantling the religious, cul-
tural, and ethnic identity of the island.
The sad irony of Turkey’s forced divi-
sion of Cyprus is that it separates two
communities, Turkish Cypriot and
Greek Cypriot, that are, themselves,
ready and willing to seek reunification.

This Congress, this administration,
our Nation must insist that Turkey act
in good faith to achieve what the peo-
ple of Cyprus—all the people of Cy-
prus—so deeply desire: an end to this
tragic occupation.

——
BOKO HARAM

(Mr. CRENSHAW asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
FRANKEL).

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, last month, I joined colleagues on a
trip to Nigeria. The focus of our jour-
ney was the kidnapping of 270 innocent
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