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free food, free clothing, free shelter,
free health care, free transportation,
free entertainment, and billions of dol-
lars a year in fraudulent tax refunds to
illegal aliens and then wonder why we
have an illegal alien crisis.

Second, illegal alien children from
Central America and Mexico must be
treated equally—prompt returns to
parents and homes without costly and
time-consuming deportation hearings.
All contrary laws must be repealed or
amended.

Third, America must immediately fly
illegal alien children home by the least
expensive means possible. It costs as
little as $258 at cheapflightnow.com to
fly from Houston to Managua, Nica-
ragua. United Airlines flies from San
Antonio to Guatemala City for as little
as $363 and to San Salvador, El Sal-
vador, for as little as $292.

At roughly $300 a pop, it costs less
than $20 million to fly 60,000 illegal
alien children home. That is everyone
so far this fiscal year. If America used
C-5 military aircraft and counted flight
time as pilot training time, the cost is
even less.

Given America’s perilous financial
condition, the illegal alien children
surge issue must be considered in the
context of America’s debt threat that
risks a debilitating American insol-
vency and bankruptcy.

President Obama demands $3.7 billion
to spend in just the next few months on
a policy that does not solve the illegal
alien children problem. Think about
that. The President proposes spending
$3.7 billion to not solve the problem.
Yet spending $20 million wisely does
solve the problem.

Mr. Speaker, this is a no-brainer. It
is financially irresponsible—no, finan-
cial insanity—to spend $3.7 Dbillion
America does not have, must borrow to
get, and cannot afford to pay back
when we can spend $20 million and get
better results and better border secu-
rity.

——
23 IN 1—BRACKETTVILLE, TEXAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GALLEGO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, this
morning, as I continue highlighting
places in the 23rd District, which com-
prises nearly 24 percent of the land
area of Texas, I would like to talk
about the city of Brackettville. With a
population of a little over 1,500 people,
it is a small town with a big history.

Located as the county seat in Kinney
County, Brackettville was once the
drive-in movie capital of Texas. It was
founded in 1852 as Las Moras, the name
of a nearby spring and creek it feeds.
The town initially was a supply stop on
the old San Antonio-El Paso Road and
a supply depot for the U.S. Army’s Fort
Clark, which was also established in
1852.

The town was later called Brackett,
after Oscar B. Brackett, the owner of
the first dry goods store in the area. It
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is a name that still sticks among
locals. In 1873, when a post office
opened in the town, the ‘‘ville” was
added to ‘“‘Brackett’” in order to dif-
ferentiate it from another town.

The town grew exponentially in the
19th century with the expansion of the
garrison at Fort Clark during the In-
dian wars. During that time, the town’s
fortune was completely tied to Fort
Clark.
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For many years, Fort Clark was the
headquarters of the famous Buffalo
Soldiers, made up of African Ameri-
cans. At that time, Brackettville had a
large proportion of Black Seminoles,
who were people of mixed African
American and Seminole ancestry, who
originated in Florida. The Black Semi-
noles were recruited by the U.S. to act
as scouts for the Buffalo Soldiers, and
they settled with their families in
Brackettville. During slavery years,
the Black Seminoles began living in a
settlement in northern Mexico in order
to escape conditions in the U.S. Their
language, Afro-Seminole Creole, was
developed in Florida. Impressively,
even today, Afro-Seminole Creole is
still spoken by some in Brackettville.
After the Buffalo Soldiers moved out to
Fort Clark with the waning of the In-
dian Wars, Brackettville became a cav-
alry post.

In 1914, the Seminole Negro Indian
Scouts were finally disbanded, but
these scouts had an amazing history of
service. In fact, the Seminole cemetery
near Brackettville has the highest
number of Congressional Medal of
Honor winners resting there per capita
than has any other cemetery in the
country. Virtually every cavalry unit
in the U.S. Army was stationed at or
was trained at Fort Clark at one time
or another, and many famous soldiers,
including John Pershing and George
Patton, were there. Others just visited,
people like George Armstrong Custer
and Phil Sheridan, who nearly lost his
life near Fort Clark to a Comanche war
party. It was there that he made his fa-
mous statement: “If I owned Texas and
hell, I would rent out Texas and live in
hell.”

In 1943, during World War II, the U.S.
Army activated the 2nd Cavalry, which
was the last horse-mounted unit. By
1944, even the 2nd Cavalry had been
mechanized. Fort Clark, so long the
center of mounted cavalry, was tar-
geted for closure, but before it closed,
it was used as a German prisoner of
war camp.

Because of the families of soldiers at
the fort and the African American vet-
erans and the descendants of those who
had settled in Brackettville during the
war, the U.S. Government funded the
construction of a high school for Black
students. The school opened in 1944 so
that the children of these veterans
could be educated. At that time, Texas
was still racially segregated. This high
school is believed to have been the only
federally built school of its kind be-
tween San Antonio and El Paso.
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After Fort Clark closed in 1946, it had
a variety of uses. It was converted to a
resort or a retirement center, and the
Historic District of Fort Clark is listed
on the National Register of Historic
Places. North of the town are the re-
mains of the Alamo Village, built in
the 1950s as the set for John Wayne’s
movie ‘“The Alamo,” and scenes of the
1969 comedy ‘‘Viva Max!”’ were also
shot there.

I invite everyone to visit the city of
Brackettville to learn more about the
cultures and traditions of the incred-
ible 23rd District of Texas.

———

THE UNITED STATES—A NATION
OF LAWS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DESJARLAIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, there
is no denying that we are a kind and
caring Nation. We have always wel-
comed those who have come to this
country in order to make better lives
for themselves and their families. In
fact, many of the successes we have
achieved in the fields of science, busi-
ness, and art are directly attributable
to individuals coming here with their
ideas and ambitions.

But we are a Nation of laws.

Granting amnesty to those who have
come here illegally not only erodes the
rule of law, but it is unfair to the mil-
lions of folks who have respected our
legal system and are working to gain
citizenship in the right way. Further,
undocumented immigration poses a
threat to our national security. We
have no way of tracking whether these
individuals who are crossing our bor-
ders have ties to criminal enterprises,
terrorism, or whether they are even
carrying dangerous communicable dis-
eases.

This is why it is critical we secure
our borders.

The recent surge of illegal immigra-
tion at the border is a direct result of
the Obama administration’s failed poli-
cies. According to the U.S. Customs
and Border Protection, over the past
year, there has been a 92 percent in-
crease in the number of unaccompanied
children crossing over our south-
western border. By usurping the legis-
lative process and changing parts of ex-
isting laws while refusing to enforce
others, the Obama administration has
created an immigration policy that re-
wards those who have come here ille-
gally.

Now the President has requested $3.7
billion to purportedly combat this im-
migration crisis. Unfortunately, ac-
cording to the administration’s own
proposal, only a small portion of that
money—roughly 9 percent—would be
used to actually secure our southern
border. Rather, if history has shown us
anything, it is that, if we give this
President a blank check, he will simply
squander it on furthering his far-left
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