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Bureau under the turmoil of the annual appro-
priations process.

Bankers have people to look out for their in-
terests, brokers have people to look out for
their interests, investors and hedge fund man-
agers have the same. Until the CFPB was cre-
ated, the same could not be said for the aver-
age consumer. The current funding stream for
the CFPB, from the Federal Reserve System,
to the annual appropriations process, puts pol-
itics, not the consumer first.

If we have learned only one lesson from the
financial crisis of 2008, it should be this: when
we protect consumers, we protect the health
of the entire financial system.

It is clear that the consumer credit and
housing bubbles of the last decade were the
result of unfair and deceptive practices and
credit card companies and lenders that
steered families into mortgages and financial
products that they did not understand and that
they could not afford.

In 2010 after an open process that included
a now rare House-Senate conference, the
Congress passed historic reforms to the na-
tion’s financial system. Among these reforms
was the creation of the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau. Indeed, a strong argument
could be made that the creation of the CFPB
is the most important and most beneficial pro-
vision of the Dodd-Frank financial reforms.

Members of the House and Senate, after
much deliberation, concluded that in order for
the CFPB to effectively protect American con-
sumers, it must be independent.

The Dodd-Frank legislation, which is the law
of the land, is clear on this point. This new fi-
nancial watchdog would be independent, insu-
lated from the partisan fights of Capitol Hill, by
deriving its operating budget from non-appro-
priated funds from the Federal Reserve.

House Republicans are once again attempt-
ing to politicize the funding process for the
CFPB, handcuffing the CFPB in order to pre-
serve the status quo that benefits big banks at
the expense of American consumers.

This legislation would change the nature of
the CFPB and make its funding different from
other bank regulators which remain inde-
pendent of the appropriations process.

In an appropriations bill that is already $566
million below last year's funding level, where
will Congress find the $500 million, or $400
million, or $300 million in Fiscal year 2016 and
beyond? | fear that the answer is that we will
not fund it at all. That is not acceptable. That
would hurt the American consumer, and would
inject more risk into the economy.

Instead we should continue to ensure that
the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau will
have the independence and resources it
needs as it continues its critical work of pro-
tecting consumers and by extension the entire
U.S. financial system.

————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CON-
GRESSIONAL RESEARCH SERV-
ICE

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 16, 2014
Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, | would like

to honor the 100th anniversary of the Con-
gressional Research Service (CRS), a service
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unit of the Library of Congress. For Members
and staff on Capitol Hill, CRS is known as our
own think tank, providing invaluable informa-
tion. Perhaps most importantly, CRS provides
data and analyses free from agendas and free
from partisanship. They also provide a range
of reports, confidential memoranda, briefings,
and programs to Members and staff about pol-
icy issues and legislative process. We rely on
this information to craft legislation, analyze
bills pending before Congress, respond to our
constituents, and to ensure the accuracy of
communications.

The idea of a legislative reference service
for Congress was first championed by Sen.
Robert M. LaFollette Sr. (served in the House
from 1885-1891, and in the Senate from
1906-1925), and Rep. John M. Nelson
(served in the House from 1906-1919, and
from 1921-1933). Supporters realized their
goal through a Senate floor amendment of-
fered by Sen. LaFollette to the Library’s 1915
appropriations bill. Librarian of Congress Her-
bert Putnam established the Legislative Ref-
erence Service (LRS) in the Library of Con-
gress by administrative order on July 18,
1914. In its early years, LRS provided basic
reference services to assist lawmakers in their
work.

The research service, in its various
iterations, has benefited from the Library’s col-
lections for its research, analysis, and dissemi-
nation of information and materials to assist
the Congress.

By the 1940s and following World War I,
demands on LRS had increased significantly.
The 1946 Legislative Reorganization Act
(LRA) called for an increase in the size and
scope of LRS and directed it to hire expert
policy specialists to provide information to
Congress in subject fields aligned with a new
committee system. In 1970, the Service under-
went another transformation, which renamed it
the Congressional Research Service.

Emphasizing the fact that the research and
informational needs of the Congress required
the services of highly-skilled experts, the 1970
Act mandated that CRS provide authoritative
and objective research and analysis and close
support for Members and committees. The
Service evolved into a 21st century organiza-
tion that utilizes formats and delivery methods
(e.g., CRS4Congress Twitter, CRS.gov, Con-
gress.gov) for CRS products and services.

Today, CRS provides comprehensive, ob-
jective and non-partisan research and analysis
to the entire Congress on all legislative and
oversight issues of interest. In the Second
Session of this Congress, CRS identified over
150 issues of interest to Congress that CRS
could support.

CRS has a workforce of over 600 analysts,
attorneys, information professionals and sup-
port staff. These expert, highly-trained and col-
laborative professional staff are dedicated to
supporting the work of the Congress.

In FY2013, Members and committees re-
ceived information and analysis from CRS in
more than 636,000 responses that took the
form of 67,000 requests for custom analysis
and research, 9,000 congressional participa-
tions in 350 seminars, and over half a million
instances of Website services.

| want to congratulate the Congressional
Research Service as they celebrate this im-
portant milestone.

E1173
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 16, 2014

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, on July 15,
2014, | mistakenly voted “no” on rollcall vote
No. 411. | intended to vote “yes.”

—————

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE JOB CORPS PRO-
GRAM

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 16, 2014

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Loring Job Corps Center as it
joins 125 other campuses across the nation in
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Job Corps.

The Job Corps program was established in
1964 as the central initiative of President Lyn-
don Johnson’s War on Poverty. The program
was established to administer free-of-charge
education and vocational training to youth
ages 16 to 24. Providing support specifically
for young unemployed men and women, the
program was modeled after the highly suc-
cessful Civilian Conservation Corps of the
New Deal, which was discontinued after World
War Il. Since its inception under the Economic
Opportunity Act, Job Corps has served more
than two million young people, with approxi-
mately 60,000 students enrolled annually at
centers throughout the country.

The U.S. Department of Labor began devel-
oping a Job Corps Center in Limestone,
Maine, on the former Strategic Air Command’s
Loring Air Force Base in 1994. The first stu-
dents to arrive at Loring in January of 1997
transferred there in order to major in the Uni-
versity of Maine’s Outdoor Recreation Associ-
ates Degree Program. Since it was first estab-
lished, Loring has offered an excellent oppor-
tunity for students to obtain their GED, receive
vocational and technical training, and utilize
on-the-job training to find permanent employ-
ment—all at no cost.

| am proud to recognize the Loring Job
Corps Center for its years of committed serv-
ice, and | look forward to its continued suc-
cess in the years to come.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the Loring Job Corps Center as it cele-
brates 50 years of the Job Corps program.

HONORING NATHAN McCOWN

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 16, 2014

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the service of Nathan McCown of
Killeen, TX. Heroism is, in the words of athlete
and activist Arthur Ashe, “not the urge to sur-
pass all others at whatever cost, but the urge
to serve others at whatever cost.” McCown’s
extraordinary bravery in the face of imminent
peril, along with his unwavering commitment
to duty, has brought those words to life.
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