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Nellie is an avid fan of the local 

teams, especially the Baltimore Ori-
oles. So I will use a sports analogy 
from baseball. Nellie is like the super 
utility infielder—the person who can 
play any position well, the consum-
mate team player. Name just about 
any task or function in the office, and 
Nellie has performed it—manning the 
phones, sorting and responding to con-
stituent correspondence, helping to se-
lect, train, and supervise the interns— 
you name it and Nellie has done it. 

So there are the official duties and 
there are the unofficial duties. With re-
gard to the unofficial duties, Nellie has 
been the go-to person when it comes to 
organizing office parties to celebrate 
birthdays, afterhours social events, 
staff book clubs, and so forth. That is 
the ‘‘glue’’ I was talking about a mo-
ment ago. The Senate can be a difficult 
place in which to work, both for Sen-
ators and staff. Nellie has played a 
critical role in helping my staff feel 
more like a welcoming family and that 
redounds not only to my benefit, but to 
the benefit of the Senate. 

Nellie is unfailingly calm, courteous, 
solicitous, kind, and happy. Her per-
sonality shines through and her cheer-
fulness is infectious, much appreciated, 
and an example for all of us. Nellie 
makes friends with everyone: constitu-
ents, colleagues, other Senate staff, 
Senators. She makes it easier and more 
pleasant for everyone to work here. 
That is no small accomplishment. 

Nellie is retiring today, but she is far 
from having a ‘‘retiring’’ personality so 
I know she will remain as busy and en-
gaged as ever. She has volleyball and 
book clubs and volunteer activities and 
the Orioles. During the season, I didn’t 
need to read the sports page to deter-
mine whether the Orioles had won the 
night before. If they had won, Nellie 
would be at work in the morning re-
splendent in black and orange attire. 

Most of all, Nellie has her beloved 
husband Bob Ham and the rest of her 
large family—her parents Bob and 
Molly Freeman; her siblings David, 
Mary, Emily, and Teddy; in-laws Jes-
sica, Andy, and Nadia; and her nieces 
and nephews Rachel, Zach, Francesca, 
Koby, Saul, Ben, Molly, and Amelie 
and most of them live in the area. It is 
a big, raucous family filled with the 
same love and good cheer Nellie ex-
udes. 

So to Nellie Freeman on the occasion 
of her retirement after more than 23 
years of serving the people of Maryland 
and all Americans, thank you for your 
exemplary service and, above all, 
thank you for your friendship. Go O’s! 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

JUVENILE JUSTICE REFORM 
SUCCESS 

∑ Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, as 
a longtime advocate for youth in the 
juvenile justice system during my time 
in the Connecticut State Legislature 

and in Congress, I congratulate my 
home State of Connecticut on new evi-
dence that its major juvenile justice 
reforms over the past 10 years have 
been a resounding success. These re-
forms are based on the principle that 
children are fundamentally different 
from adults, and they should not be 
criminalized just like adult offenders. 
While other States have begun to rec-
ognize this principle and put it into 
practice, my home State has led the 
way. I am proud to note that Con-
necticut has achieved the largest re-
duction in its confinement of minors of 
any state in the United States over the 
last decade. 

Like many other States, Connecticut 
adopted tough-on-crime policies that 
drastically increased the number of 
children locked up through its juvenile 
court system in the 1990s and early 
2000s. But in the mid-2000s, the State 
recognized that these policies were in-
effective, costly, and worst of all, 
ended up harming children more than 
helping them. Connecticut began to re-
form its juvenile system, passing a law 
in 2005 that prohibited the detention of 
youth for violating a court order in 
any status offense case. 

Then, in 2007, Connecticut passed 
Raise the Age, a law that has ended the 
prosecution of most 16- and 17-year-old 
teenagers in the adult criminal system 
and returned them to the juvenile sys-
tem where they belong. Not an easy 
victory, Raise the Age took more than 
a decade of efforts by children and fam-
ilies, youth advocates, and State legis-
lators to pass and fully implement. 

Together with other State reforms, 
the status offense change and Raise the 
Age have led Connecticut to cut its 
rate of juvenile incarceration by 60 per-
cent between 2001 and 2011. This drop— 
documented in a report by the National 
Juvenile Justice Network and the 
Texas Public Policy Foundation enti-
tled ‘‘The Comeback and Coming-from- 
Behind States: An Update on Youth In-
carceration in the United States’’ and 
released just this week—is the largest 
in the Nation. More than any other 
State, Connecticut has succeeded in 
locking up fewer children and turning 
to more effective policies instead, such 
as relying increasingly on community- 
based treatment and cutting back on 
law enforcement referrals for school 
discipline issues. 

One of the key architects of the 
Raise the Age effort in Connecticut 
was Liz Ryan, a nationally known and 
leading juvenile justice advocate. Liz is 
the president and CEO of the Campaign 
for Youth Justice, an organization she 
founded in 2005, around the same time 
that advocates in Connecticut first 
formed the Connecticut Juvenile Jus-
tice Alliance, CTJJA. Liz consulted 
with the founders of CTJJA to mobilize 
the Raise the Age campaign, and our 
State was one of the first to receive her 
expertise and support. 

Throughout her career, Liz has 
worked tirelessly to build and 
strengthen the juvenile justice field by 

guiding and supporting other advocates 
and organizations. She serves on the 
National Juvenile Justice & Delin-
quency Prevention Coalition, cochairs 
the Act 4 Juvenile Justice campaign, 
and serves on the working groups for 
the National Girls Institute and the 
National Center for Youth in Custody. 
Along with these advocacy organiza-
tions, Liz has worked closely with us in 
Congress to raise the profile of juvenile 
justice issues and push for greater re-
form. 

Unfortunately for the many who 
have worked with Liz over the years, 
she is now stepping down from her cur-
rent role. While she is irreplaceable 
and will certainly remain involved in 
the advocacy field, I congratulate her 
on the work she has accomplished over 
the course of several decades. On behalf 
of those of us in Connecticut, I also 
thank Liz for her commitment to our 
State’s reform efforts. As was said best 
by the director of CTJJA, Abby Ander-
son, ‘‘If movements have best friends, 
Liz is the best friend of the Con-
necticut juvenile justice reform move-
ment.’’ 

Connecticut’s success in improving 
how it treats its youth is an example 
for the rest of the country. More and 
more evidence shows that my home 
State should be a model for other 
States as they look to reduce costs and 
improve outcomes for children. I will 
continue to highlight Connecticut’s 
success and to expand its best practices 
at the Federal level so that we can help 
support other States make these same 
commonsense and humane reforms.∑ 
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BATAAN CORREGIDOR MEMORIAL 
BRIDGE 

∑ Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, today I wish to commemorate the 
dedication of Bataan Corregidor Memo-
rial Bridge in Weatogue, CT, earlier 
this month. 

Crossing over the Farmington River 
in Connecticut, this bridge will now 
honor the patriotism and courage of 
the brave men from Connecticut and 
across the nation who fought in the 
Battles of Bataan and Corregidor in 
1942 in the Pacific during World War II. 
From January to April 1942, American 
and Filipino forces fought Japanese 
soldiers along the Bataan Peninsula 
and the island of Corregidor in the 
Philippines. When both fell to the Jap-
anese, an estimated 10,000 American 
and Filipino troops were killed and 
20,000 wounded. Another 15,000 Amer-
ican and 60,000 Filipino troops were 
taken prisoner and forced to endure the 
Bataan Death March. 

Dan Crowley of Simsbury and Darrel 
Stark of Stafford Springs, who were 
there in combat, are the last two sur-
viving residents of Connecticut who 
fought in these historic battles in the 
United States Army following the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor. After Mr. Crow-
ley fought in the Battle of Bataan, he 
refused to surrender and swam to the 
island of Corregidor where he was later 
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