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United States, he would still have been
a bona fide hero. His war record alone
was heroic, his Pulitzer Prize admi-
rable, and when you combine that with
his personality, wit, and intelligence,
you have a man to emulate and re-
spect.

It is as President, however, that we
remember John Kennedy. And in that
capacity, his greatness came from
being the cog, the catalyst, the spark
that ignited the tremendous latent
strength of our great Nation. Sum-
moning the Nation like no other Presi-
dent before him, Kennedy established
goals for excellence and raised the con-
sciousness of the American people to a
level of dignity benefiting a Nation em-
barking on building a positive future
not just for the Nation, but for man-
kind.

Some would say John Kennedy was a
tragic hero, much like the tragic he-
roes of Greek literature and Shake-
spearean plays. Kennedy was neither
Achilles nor Hamlet. He was a man
who, through sheer force of personality
and conviction, motivated and excited
people. He moved a Nation. What he
shares with ancient heroes was the
great promise of youth, cut short by
death before that promise could be ful-
filled.

James Reston wrote:

The tragedy of John Fitzgerald Kennedy
was greater than the accomplishment, but in
the end tragedy enhances the accomplish-
ment and revives hope.

What died in Dallas on November 22
was promise, the hallmark of both the
Kennedy administration and the man.

“It’s sad to see what happened in this
country,” Ted Sorenson has com-
mented.

It’'s as if people don’t want to believe in
anything today. Sometimes they even turn
against John Kennedy because perhaps he
was the last man they believed in.

Sorenson’s remarks are well taken. I
share his sadness and tire of cynics
who seek only to tear down, discredit,
destroy, and, in general, believe in
nothing. I do not share, and I am sure
most don’t, an untainted or distorted
view of John Kennedy. For whatever
his human foibles and shortcomings
may have been, his rhetoric of purpose,
his goals for this Nation, are still
worth believing in and aspiring to-
wards.

Others will say that Kennedy had a
superficial charisma, hyped by his abil-
ity to manipulate the media. Ralph
Martin, a biographer of Kennedy,
notes:

John Kennedy had more than charisma.
Sports figures have charisma. He had more
than the magnetic attraction of a movie
star. What Kennedy had was real. Magic.

He clearly was charismatic. He clear-
ly was magnetic. He was poetic. But
above all else, the magic that he had
was real. John Kennedy’s appeal was
not limited to this country, it was
worldwide, as STENY HOYER pointed
out. Throngs gathered throughout the
world not to chant anti-American slo-
gans or to protest. They came to touch,
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to hear, to see the man who rep-
resented the hope of the free world.
One has only to recall the vivid scenes
in Berlin to realize there was a special
magic about John Kennedy. The excite-
ment was real.

John Kennedy struck a chord in all
of us. Republican Senator Hugh Scott’s
wife asked:

Why are you crying? You didn’t have that
much admiration for him.

To which he said:

I am not crying for him. I am crying for
the American people.

What John Kennedy meant to Amer-
ica is lodged deeply in our hearts and
minds. He opened the door through his
challenge and beckoned the people to a
greater future, a new frontier. He was
our voice. History will probably bear
out that a thousand days was too short
a time to judge the greatness of Ken-
nedy as a President, but it will also
bear out what Robert Kennedy said of
his brother’s legacy:

The essence of the Kennedy legacy is a
willingness to try and to dare and to change,
to hope for the uncertain and risk the un-
known.

It is in that context that the civil
rights movement, the Bay of Pigs, the
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, the Cuban
missile crisis, the space race, and other
actions of his administration will be
judged, with the constant footnote to
that ancient thief—time.

“It was all too brief,” Ted Kennedy
said of his brother’s era.

Those thousand days are like an evening
gone. But they are not forgotten. You can re-
call those years of grace, that time of hope.
The spark still glows. The journey never
ends. This dream shall never die.

It is the end of the story of Camelot
that takes on significance, and that
Jacqueline Kennedy would speak so
fondly of when she would talk of her
husband. It was the point when King
Arthur tells of his legends to a young
boy, so they would still remember
them even if he were killed in battle.

Fifty years have passed and the life
and death of John Fitzgerald Kennedy
still holds us captive. It is the topic of
every magazine, of every news story,
on every television show. But we al-
ways need to make sure that we sepa-
rate the myth from the man. John
Kennedy was not a myth. He was a real
man with hopes and fears and doubts,
and the same human frailties and
many disabilities that we never even
knew about. His time in office was too
short to objectively evaluate his long-
term objectives and goals, but we can
never forget him or let him go.

Chris Matthews, in his recent book,
talks about a conversation that he had
with Daniel Patrick Moynihan, and he
recalled that Moynihan said to him,
“We’ve never gotten over it.” And
looking at Matthews, he said, as Chris
points out with generous appreciation,
“You’ve never gotten over it.”

Matthews said:

I saw it as a kind of benediction, an accept-
ance into something warm and Irish and
splendid, a knighthood of the soulful.
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We have never gotten over it.

John Kennedy is a hero because of
the message he brought, the hope and
the dreams he inspired. He set a stand-
ard by which all successive Presidents
are measured. He united the country
on the great issues of the day, guided
the Nation through crisis by calling on
the American people to uplift their ex-
pectations, their goals, and their fellow
man. It wasn’t hollow rhetoric or daz-
zling showmanship; it was sincere and
compelling belief in the purpose of this
country and its people.

John Fitzgerald Kennedy is a hero
for all time and for those who believe
in the promise of America because he
elevated what it means to serve in gov-
ernment on behalf of the people. He
made public service, whether it be elec-
tive office, serving as a House clerk, or
in the Peace Corps noble and honorable
pursuits. He made poetry, literature,
and the arts in general a part of the
fabric of our everyday life, and he did
it all with the ease, grace, wit, humor,
and understated elegance that exuded
the confidence of the Nation he led and
further ennobled his countrymen.

For those who listen, he speaks to us
still.

This Thanksgiving as we pause, let
us remember and be grateful for the
great gift he gave us for that one
bright, shining moment that there
came the hero. And let us use that
light to enlighten not only this Cham-
ber but the world. And as President
Kennedy would say so often, then let us
go forward to lead the land we love,
asking God’s blessing, but knowing
here on Earth His work is our own.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
BOARD OF VISITORS TO UNITED
STATES MERCHANT MARINE
ACADEMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 46 TU.S.C.
51312(b), and the order of the House of
January 3, 2013, of the following Mem-
ber on the part of the House to the
Board of Visitors to the United States
Merchant Marine Academy:

Mr. KING, New York

——————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO NA-
TIONAL HISTORICAL PUBLICA-
TION AND RECORDS COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2501,
and the order of the House of January
3, 2013, of the following Member on the
part of the House to the National His-
torical Publications and Records Com-
mission:

Mr. BARR, Kentucky

——————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:
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