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In the suburban Chicago district I
represent, the Round Lake Area Amer-
ican Legion Post 1170 was showing its
age. It was neither fitting nor proper
for the veterans who filled its halls.
Renovation was needed, but money was
tight in a community hard hit by our
economy.

One day, Edgar and Erik Garcia de-
cided to restore Post 1170. With guid-
ance from troop leader Paul Socha and
Commander Steven Hall and help from
fellow scouts, Erik and Edgar’s idea
neared reality. All they needed were
supplies.

That is where Home Depot came in.
Home Depot donated supplies and gift
cards. They single-handedly covered 90
percent of the renovations, but they
contributed far more than simply dol-
lars and cents. Thirty Home Depot em-
ployees helped with the labor.

I am awed and inspired by Erik and
Edgar’s vision and determination. I am
grateful for Home Depot’s remarkable
generosity, and I am overwhelmed by
the communities’ outpouring of sup-
port.

Our communities in Illinois’ 10th Dis-
trict are close and strong and great be-
cause we care about one another. As we
approach Thanksgiving, if you ever
doubt our greatness, you need only
visit American Legion Post 1170.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF
FRANKLIN BARKER WEST

(Mr. SESSIONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, today I
am joined by part of our Rules Com-
mittee family, members of the Rules
Committee who would like to welcome
back to our Nation’s Capital a very
dear friend, Celeste West. Celeste is
part of our Rules Committee family
who retired last July after 25 years of
service. On Friday, September 6, Ce-
leste tragically and unexpectedly lost
her only son, Barker, in a car accident.
Today would have been Barker’s 19th
birthday.

We all in the Rules Committee
watched Franklin Barker West as he
grew up. Barker brought a smile to ev-
erybody he met. He was a gregarious
young man who had an unlimited
amount of energy and zeal with an un-
limited future. He was an outstanding
young man who believed in himself and
others.

Barker was also a fraternity brother
of mine in the Pi Kappa Alpha frater-
nity. Barker’s fraternity brothers have
called him a ‘legend.” As we know,
lives live on despite us being in other
places. His spirit is with us today.

In the wake of this tragedy, we are
here today with Celeste and her family,
Barker’s father, Frank, and his step-
mother, Suellen. We are here to cele-
brate Barker’s short but remarkable
life, a life that was part of our United
States Capitol family.
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As a father myself, I cannot even
fathom the difficulties that the family
is going through. But we want you to
know, all of us here today, that the life
that has been lived of Franklin Barker
West was important, and is important
to us.

———

NATURAL GAS PIPELINE
PERMITTING REFORM ACT

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1900,
the Natural Gas Pipeline Permitting
Reform Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BisHOP of Utah). Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Ken-
tucky?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 420 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 1900.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. POE) to preside over
the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1900) to
provide for the timely consideration of
all licenses, permits, and approvals re-
quired under Federal law with respect
to the siting, construction, expansion,
or operation of any natural gas pipe-
line projects, with Mr. POE of Texas in
the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the bill is considered
read the first time.

The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
WHITFIELD) and the gentleman from
California (Mr. WAXMAN) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

As chairman of the Subcommittee on
Energy and Power, we have had a num-
ber of hearings over the last year, and
we are all quite excited about the addi-
tional production of natural gas and oil
in America. As many people know, we
now are the number one producer of
natural gas in the world and the num-
ber one producer of oil in the world.
This has come about because of the en-
trepreneurial spirit of the private sec-
tor and development of these prop-
erties on private lands, primarily in
Pennsylvania, North Dakota, and
Texas.

So we are all excited about the op-
portunity for energy independence in
America and certainly hopeful to reach
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a point where we are less dependent on
oil and other products coming from the
Middle East.

I want to thank MIKE POMPEO, a
member from Kansas, for authoring
this important legislation. Although
we have become the number one pro-
ducer and we have an abundance of
natural gas today, we still have one
key problem. To put it simply, we
don’t have the necessary pipeline infra-
structure to move natural gas from
where it is produced to where it is
needed most.

I would like to just illustrate how
some States are being harmed. Accord-
ing to the Energy Information Admin-
istration, in January this year we saw
several States with residential natural
gas prices way above the national aver-
age. For example, New Hampshire was
30 percent above the national average;
Massachusetts was 43 percent; Maine,
67 percent; and Florida, 68 percent. Un-
fortunately, those living in these and
many other States can expect to see
higher prices once again this winter,
and this is precisely why we are bring-
ing to the floor H.R. 1900.

H.R. 1900 simply would bring cer-
tainty in agency accountability to the
natural gas pipeline permitting proc-
ess. It would allow natural gas pipe-
lines to be built in a safe, responsible,
and timely manner. It would also make
existing natural gas pipelines safer.

During the legislative hearing on
H.R. 1900, we heard testimony from in-
dustry of a corrosive natural gas pipe-
line that could not be replaced in a
timely manner because an agency
missed the deadline to issue a permit
by nearly a year. The American people
demand better than this.

So as we hear discussion and consider
amendments to H.R. 1900, I want to
thank once again the members of the
subcommittee, the staff, and Rep-
resentative POMPEO for all the work on
this important legislation.

I respectfully reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

We are told that the Pompeo bill
seeks to speed up the approval of inter-
state natural gas pipelines. In fact, it
would have the opposite effect, delay-
ing and disrupting a pipeline approval
process that is working. The non-
partisan Government Accountability
Office has concluded that the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission pipe-
line permitting is predictable and con-
sistent and gets pipelines built. The
pipeline companies testified that the
process is ‘‘generally very good’” and
that the ‘‘sector enjoys a favorable
legal and regulatory framework for the
approval of new infrastructure.” In
short, this is a government program
that works well.

H.R. 1900 would disrupt this func-
tioning permitting process by arbi-
trarily limiting the time that FERC
and other agencies have to review pipe-
line applications. When faced with
these time limits, one of two things
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