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right to be a legal citizen.

Story 8: I'm saying yes to citizenship. I'm
a social worker. As a social worker at Hia-
leah hospital, I came in contact with a vic-
tim of domestic violence. The woman, I
spoke to her, listened to her, built trust with
her and I was able to connect her to a wom-
en’s shelter. She was, during our conversa-
tion, she was very scared of having contact
with the police because she was undocu-
mented, and it was, you know, I worked with
her and at the end I was able to connect her
to the women’s shelter. Her abuser was, he
was a citizen, a Cuban-American or a Cuban
citizen, and he would manipulate her because
of her immigration status.

Story 9: Hello, I am saying yes to citizen-
ship and yes to immigration reform for ille-
gal immigrants here in the United States. I
am a United States citizen and my parents
are illegal immigrants. They’ve been in this
country for about 23 years, 24 years, and usu-
ally, I was born in Oregon, and usually at the
age of 21 I believed I would be able to grant
them a path to citizenship. When I turned 20,
I started investigating and talking with law-
yers to see how they would be able to get
that accomplished and it turns out that it
wasn’t that easy, wasn’t that simple and I
wasn’t able to get them a path to be a resi-
dent, to go ahead with this process to be-
come a US citizen. It didn’t work. I'm just,
I've been time and time again, for every law-
yer, kind of lawyers, immigration lawyers,
everything, to marches of, to say yes to im-
migration reform and I just feel like right
now is the right time to just keep pushing
forward and I say yes to all the families and
everyone. We the immigrants, most immi-
grants, everyone’s an immigrant in the
United States, and it’s just hurtful that
those immigrants make up part of this econ-
omy and help with the economic growth and
to keep taking these parents away from
their children and keep separating families,
it’s not the way this country was built and
I'm just calling to say that I'm saying yes to
immigration reform and yes for a pathway to
citizenship for all illegal immigrants.

———
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Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the Whipple Warriors,
a group founded by Ronda Bogani Ayala of
West Palm Beach, Florida. This organization
is dedicated to helping people with pancreatic
cancer who qualify for a procedure known as
“Whipple” surgery.

Pancreatic cancer is a heart-breaking dis-
ease with a very low life expectancy. About 3
out 4 patients die within the first year of diag-
nosis. Whipple surgery can help increase the
life expectancy of those diagnosed with pan-
creatic cancer, though only about 15 percent
of patients qualify for this dangerous and com-
plicated procedure.

In January 2010, Ms. Ayala received the
devastating diagnosis of pancreatic cancer.
However, she was a candidate for the Whipple
surgery. After her procedure she found very
few resources for support and guidance. She
decided to create an organization called the
Whipple Warriors in 2011

The Whipple Warriors provide support to pa-
tients in many countries, allowing patients to
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discuss their experiences and share ways to
cope with the cancer. Additionally, Whipple
Warriors members participate in research to
study the long-term effects on the body. They
provide much-needed resources to the grow-
ing community of survivors around the world.

In honor of Ronda and her organization’s
tireless work for the pancreatic cancer com-
munity, | am pleased to recognize the Whipple
Warriors and wish them continued success in
this important endeavor.

————
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Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, this week | had
the pleasure of attending a business meeting
with a high level delegation from Morocco dur-
ing His Majesty King Mohammed VI of Moroc-
co’s visit to Washington. During this meeting,
we discussed U.S.-Morocco trade and | am
glad that FedEx, a major provider of high
value-added logistics, transportation and other
business services that is headquartered in my
district, was also able to take part in this con-
structive meeting. As Morocco was the first
country with whom the U.S. signed a treaty of
commerce and friendship, | commend this
week’s meeting as symbolic of our long and
trusted relationship.

The business delegation meeting was
hosted by our former colleague, Toby Moffet,
and the Mayer Brown law firm. The Moroccan

delegation included: Mr. Abdessalam
Ahizoune, CEO of Maroc Telecom; Mr.
Mohamed EI Kettani, CEO of Attijariwafa

Bank; Mr. Karim Hajji, CEO of the Casablanca
Stock Exchange; and Mr. Said Ibrahimi, CEO
of the Moroccan Finance Board. In addition to
FedEx, which is present in 55 African coun-
tries and growing, American companies rep-
resented at the meeting were JP Morgan
Chase, BNY Mellon, Citi, Bank of America,
Chevron and the Global Cold Chain Storage
Alliance. We heard from Mr. Said lbrahimi,
who also serves as the head of the Casa-
blanca Finance City project, on how the city of
Casablanca is positioning itself as a location
for U.S. multinational companies to consider
for their African headquarters. This would sig-
nificantly increase economic opportunities in
the region and expand markets for U.S. com-
panies.

In addition to our strong business ties, the
U.S. and Morocco share similar democratic
values and common foreign policy goals in
North Africa and the Middle East. In August
2011, | spearheaded a letter to His Majesty
King Mohammed VI recognizing Morocco’s
constitutional reforms that included protections
for the rights of vulnerable groups and a na-
tional plan to promote human rights. His Maj-
esty King Mohammed VI also established the
Economic and Social Council to ensure that all
Moroccans are afforded opportunities for eco-
nomic independence. Since that time, His Maj-
esty King Mohammed VI has shown great
leadership in his dedication to his people and
support for broader democratic reforms and
decentralization of decision-making to the local
level. Morocco has also lent its support to
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emerging democracies across the African con-
tinent as well as long-overdue peace agree-
ments between Israelis and the Palestinians. It
is indeed refreshing to see the enormously
constructive role Morocco continues to play
not only in its region but across the continent
and beyond.

As we welcome His Majesty King Moham-
med VI of Morocco and his delegation to
Washington, let us remember that Morocco
was the first country to recognize our inde-
pendence and that today, we share commit-
ments to peace, democracy, regional stability
and economic stability. Through our continued
cooperation and increased business relation-
ships, we will continue to meet our common
security and economic goals while strength-
ening our relationship for years to come.

———

RECOGNIZING HONOREES AND OF-
FICERS OF THE ANNANDALE
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
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Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
today to recognize the Annandale Volunteer
Fire Department, and to congratulate the 2013
award recipients and incoming 2014 officers
and board members.

The Annandale Volunteer Fire and Rescue
Department is 1 of 12 volunteer fire depart-
ments in Fairfax County, and since its found-
ing in 1940, it has provided lifesaving, fire sup-
pression/prevention, and emergency medical/
rescue services to the residents of the Annan-
dale area and the surrounding community.
The AVFD owns two stations, Station 8 on
Columbia Pike and Station 23 on Little River
Turnpike, and its front line fleet includes am-
bulances, a medic, 2 engines, and 1 canteen
unit. The Department also provides opportuni-
ties for professional growth and development
of the membership.

The most valuable assets of the AVFD are
the volunteers who donate their time and re-
sources in service to our community. Last year
alone, these highly skilled and committed vol-
unteers contributed in excess of 15,000 hours
responding to emergency incidents, attending
training, and fundraising. Each year the AVFD
recognizes those volunteers who have ex-
celled in service and commitment, and it is my
honor to enter the following names of the
2013 Annandale Volunteer Fire Department
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD:

Outstanding Service Award (5 recipients):
Steve Menger, Walt Ferrebee, Lisa Lieu, Les-
lie Plummer, and Kathleen Hinman

Highest Admin Hours Award: Shirley Binsky

Admin Member of the Year: Anthony Ruth

Rookie Members of the Year (2 recipients):
Chessy Dintruff and Roberto Melgar

Most Training Hours: Suzanne Adams

Most Riding Hours: Tiffany Disbrow

Support Member of the Year: Fran Carfaro

President's Award (2 recipients): Michael
Hassan and Diana Phan

Chief's Award (2 recipients): Sean Beatty
and Tiffany Disbrow

John G. Fox, Jr. Memorial Award (2 recipi-
ents): Ronald Waller and Laura Dye
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