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lost their lives in what is known as the Farm-
ington Mine Disaster.

On the morning of November 20, 1968 mul-
tiple explosions rocked the small town of
Farmington and the surrounding area. The
blasts were felt as far as 12 miles away. Nine-
ty-nine men went down in the mine that day,
and only 21 made it out alive.

The sacrifice of these miners and their fami-
lies was not in vain. The disaster led to his-
toric safety changes for the mining industry.
The Federal Coal Mine Health and Safety Act
of 1969 was signed into law as a result and
generations of coal miners have benefited
from the improvements in working conditions.

Coal and coal mining is in West Virginia’s
lifeblood. Tens of thousands of West Vir-
ginians rely on coal to make their livelihood.
Even today, mining coal is a difficult and often
dangerous job. We must never forget the im-
portant contribution these men and women
make to America.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 1st Congres-
sional District of West Virginia and the families
of these 78 miners, | remember the victims of
this tragedy and honor the sacrifice they
made.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
604, | was not present for the vote due to a
family emergency.

Had | been present, | would have voted
aye.”

“
——————

HONORING PRESIDENT _JAAN
MANUEL SANTOS CALDERON OF
THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA

HON. JOE GARCIA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Colombian President Juan Manuel
Santos for his bold leadership and commit-
ment to public service.

President Santos began his distinguished
career in public service when he served as the
first-ever Minister of Foreign Trade. In this ca-
pacity, President Santos tirelessly sought to
bring a higher quality of life to the people of
Colombia by expanding trade and promoting
economic prosperity. As the Minister of For-
eign Trade, President Santos’s strong leader-
ship allowed him to successfully establish Co-
lombia as a rising international economic
force.

After founding the Social Party of National
Unity, which is now Colombia’s largest political
party, President Santos served as the Minister
of Defense. Thanks to his steadfast leadership
and commitment, President Santos helped
weaken dangerous guerrilla groups like the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia.

President Santos’s achievements as a na-
tional leader are undoubtedly worthy of our
admiration. | commend him for an impressive
career and applaud his lifelong dedication to
his country.
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RECOGNIZING THE 2013 FAIRFAX
COUNTY PARK SERVICE AWARD
RECIPIENTS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the recipients of the 2013 Fairfax
County Park Service Awards. These awards,
sponsored by the Fairfax County Park Author-
ity Board in cooperation with the Fairfax Coun-
ty Park Foundation, recognize individuals and
organizations for their extraordinary contribu-
tions to our environment and public park sys-
tem.

Fairfax County is regarded as one of the
best places in the country in which to live,
work, and raise a family, and our nationally-
recognized park system has played a key role
in that distinction. Each year thousands of vol-
unteers donate their talents and time to pro-
tect our natural and cultural resources and en-
hance educational and recreational services.

The Fairfax County Park Service Awards
are presented in several categories: the Elly
Doyle Park Service Awards which were estab-
lished in 1988 and named in honor of Ellamae
Doyle in recognition of her many years of out-
standing service as a member and chairman
of the Park Authority Board, the Eakin
Philathropy Award named in honor of the
Eakin family who donated the first parcels of
parkland to the Park Authority more than 50
years ago, the Mayo Stuntz Cultural Resource
Award named in honor of the late, longtime
historian, author, and chairman of the Sully
Foundation, and the Outstanding Volunteer
Awards. | am honored to enter into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD the names of the fol-
lowing recipients of the 2013 Service Awards:

Eakin Philanthropy Award Recipients:

ExxonMobil for its generous support of the
Summer Entertainment Series, its investment
in an outdoor classroom at Huntley Meadows
Park, and for support of the Meaningful Water-
shed Education Experience.

Jon and Ruth Ruskin who, through the RZ
Foundation, have made significant financial
contributions that have supported Fairfax
County Parks programs and initiatives includ-
ing Bright Futures RecPAC scholarships, Arts
in the Park performances, and funding for
open space land acquisition.

The Mayo Stuntz Cultural
Award:

The Sully Foundation Ltd., which has con-
tributed nearly half a million dollars in support
of special projects at Sully Historic Site since
1970.

Elly Doyle Park Service Award Recipients:

Howard Albers for his work as a volunteer
consultant to identify and secure new sources
of funding for park programs and facilities.

Jim Hickey for more than 17 years of volun-
teer service to Lake Accotink Park and for es-
tablishing the Friends of Lake Accotink, for
which he serves as president.

Sarah Kirk for her efforts as founder and
president of Turner Farm Events to ensure
that equestrian programs at The Turner Farm
in Great Falls remain free to the public.

Elly Doyle Special Recognition Awards:

Casto DeBiasi, Lassine Doumbia, The Great
Falls Trail Blazers, The Friends of Green
Spring Gardens Board of Directors, Lynn
Mulvey-McFerron, and Melina Tye.

Stewardship
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2013 Outstanding Volunteers:

Fran Anderson, William A. “Bill” Bozo, Lisi
Bradshaw, Joan Carson, Sue Erbele, Clint
Fields, Natalie Gilbert, Mostafa Kamvar,
Lauren Kinne, Barbara Leven, Judy Nitsche,
Martha Orling, Jaque Ristau, Cathy Ruiz,
Marilyn ~ Schroeder, Jim and Jo Anne
Stapleton, John Tucker, Karen Waltman, and
the Ziegler Family.

2013 Student Honorees:

Monica Banghart and Rohil Bhinge.

Mister Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in congratulating and thanking these
honorees for their commitment to our open
spaces and public parks. Fairfax County is
able to enjoy a high quality of life because of
the efforts of these individuals and they are
deserving of our praise and appreciation.

———

THE 210TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LEESBURG VOLUNTEER FIRE
COMPANY

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company,
which celebrated its 210th anniversary on No-
vember 15.

The fire company is an important part of the
history of the Town of Leesburg. It began in
1803 when Leesburg residents formed a
“bucket brigade.” Each male member of the
household kept buckets made of leather on
the floor of their homes. Later in the 1800s,
the bucket brigade reorganized into the Lees-
burg Fire Company, and by the 1820s the
company had acquired a new hand-pumped
fire engine. In the 20th century, the company
advanced from the use of hand-pulled engines
and hose carts to more modern fire engines.
Further expansion happened in the 1920s with
the construction of a new fire station and the
purchase of several new fire trucks.

Over the past 210 years, the fire company
has grown and changed significantly while
safeguarding the Leesburg community. In
1928, the company responded to 21 calls, and
by the 1970s, demand for the company’s serv-
ices had grown to an average of 300 calls a
year. The company then hired its first fire mar-
shal to keep up with demand. Today, the vol-
unteers and career firefighters who make up
what is now called the Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Company use advance training and the
highest-quality equipment to provide fire pre-
vention, emergency rescue services and fire
safety education. In 2012, the fire company re-
sponded to more than 1,723 calls, under-
scoring the organization’s invaluable contribu-
tions to the community.

A banquet in honor of the 210th anniversary
was held on November 16, which focused on
the book, The Early History of the Leesburg
Volunteer Fire Company 1803-1925. The
book was researched and written by 11-year
member James R. Fazekas and is filled with
newspaper articles as well as maps, photos,
drawings and reproductions of archived docu-
ments commemorating the fire company’s his-
tory and accomplishments. Mayor Kristen
Umstattd also presented the Town of Lees-
burg’s annual donation of $400,000 to the fire
company—a substantial increase from the
town’s allocation of $53.69 in 1891.
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