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they have demonstrated and passed onto their
children. They have built a model for leading
in the community that will be continued by
their adult children to provide the same leader-
ship as their parents.

Dr. James and Nancy Armitage are being
honored for not only their leadership to the
Omaha community, but also their contributions
to research and training in the medical profes-
sion.

Dr. Armitage is internationally renowned for
his expertise in bone marrow transplantation.
He is also a leading expert in the manage-
ment of lymphoma worldwide. He is currently
the Joe Shapiro Professor of Medicine at the
University of Nebraska Medical Center
(UNMC) in Omaha; is active on several com-
mittees and his expertise is sought worldwide.
James has also served on several community
boards and has received professional honors
from national and international organizations
that are too numerous to list.

Nancy began her career practicing psy-
chiatric and intensive care nursing before the
needs of her family led her to leave the field.
Currently, Nancy is extremely involved in vol-
unteer leadership positions with local boards,
schools, hospitals, nonprofits, and her church.
To name a few, Nancy has served on the
Munroe-Meyer Institute  Guild, Samaritan
Counseling Center of the Midlands Board and
the executive boards for the Faculty Women'’s
Club and the University Hospital Auxiliary. Her
many years of volunteer work at UNMC Hos-
pital has led to her being named a co-chair of
the Faculty Women’s Club scholarship com-
mittee, raising funds for UNMC students.
Nancy and James also serve as trustees of
the Nature Conservancy of Nebraska.

James and Nancy have four adult children:
Amy, Greg, Anne, and Joel. Amy, a substitute
teacher at Mary Our Queen School and Par-
ish, lives in Elkhorn with her husband Jeff.
Greg works as a CPA with FBL Financial
Group, Inc and lives in Des Moines with his
wife Cheryl. Anne, an attorney and stay-at-
home mother, lives in Omaha with her hus-
band Stephen. She also serves as an officer
on the Girls Inc. Girl Friend board. Joel prac-
tices internal medicine and lives with his wife
Anja in Omaha. Nancy and James have been
blessed with ten grandchildren.

It's an honor to recognize their commitment
to make the metro area a better place.

————
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AND SCENIC RIVERS ACT
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Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor the passage of the 1968 National
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, signed into law 45
years ago by President Lyndon Johnson. This
landmark legislation has resulted in the protec-
tion of more than 100 rivers, including Min-
nesota’s Saint Croix River. Across the country,
these beautiful riverways cross many political
boundaries and state boarders, uniting Ameri-
cans in appreciation of our natural heritage.

As a Senator, Minnesota’s own Walter Mon-
dale joined Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson
to sponsor the Act, and include the Saint Croix
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River as one of the eight original rivers des-
ignated as a Wild and Scenic Riverway. Cre-
ation of the Saint Croix National Scenic
Riverway recognized the largest scenic
riverway east of the Mississippi River and
helped protect its nationally renowned fishery.

Once the epicenter of the American logging
industry and a busy corridor of commerce, the
Saint Croix National Scenic Riverway is now a
testament to the rugged beauty that was home
to Native Americans for millennia, and that
greeted early European visitors who followed
them. Under the wise stewardship of the Na-
tional Park Service in partnership with more
than 1,000 private land owners, 252 miles of
the Saint Croix River watershed from the
Namekagon in Wisconsin, its largest tributary,
to the Mississippi confluence are protected
from logging, invasive development and indus-
try. Tens of thousands of visitors have bene-
fited from the river's national protection and
enjoy its natural beauty; future generations will
be able to appreciate its natural splendor.

Today, 45 years after passage of the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, the legacy
forged by Senators Mondale and Nelson has
grown from the original eight rivers to 150
Wild and Scenic Rivers. This designation pro-
tects these rivers and the outstanding natural,
cultural, and recreational values in a free-flow-
ing condition for the enjoyment of present and
future generations. The Act has safeguarded
the special character of our most precious riv-
ers and helped lead to further protection of our
valuable natural resources, including passage
of the Clean Water Act of 1973.

Despite the passage of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act, these national treasures are under
constant threat from modern development and
misuse. In Congress, it is my priority to protect
and strengthen our Wild and Scenic Rivers, in-
cluding the Saint Croix National Scenic
Riverway, for our children and grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, in honor of the 45th anniver-
sary of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, it is
my pleasure to commend all who have made
the Act a success, including Vice President
Mondale, the late Senator Gaylord Nelson,
National Park Service staff, private land own-
ers, and countless volunteers who are dedi-
cated to keeping these beautiful riverways wild
and scenic.

——————
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SOUTH FLORIDA
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Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Puerto Rican Chamber of Com-
merce.

Over the past twenty years, the Puerto
Rican Chamber of Commerce of South Florida
has been an important partner for promoting
business, driving job creation, and supporting
economic development in South Florida.
Through partnerships with the Miami-Dade
County Office of Public Housing and Commu-
nity Development, the members of the Cham-
ber help create much needed jobs and ad-
vance community development.

This organization strives to support entre-
preneurship and innovation for Puerto Ricans
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and Hispanics in both South Florida and Puer-
to Rico. As our economy in South Florida con-
tinues to recover from the recession, the Puer-
to Rican Chamber of Commerce serves as a
leader in strengthening the economic founda-
tion of our communities.

| hope you will join me in commending the
Puerto Rican Chamber of Commerce of South
Florida on twenty years of outstanding advo-
cacy and service.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
602, | was not present for the vote due to a
family emergency.

Had | been present, | would have voted
nay.”

“
———

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH
ANNIVERSARY OF FACETS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 25th Anniversary of FACETS,
a Northern Virginia nonprofit that helps individ-
uals and families overcome the challenges of
poverty.

Since 1988, through its collaboration with
more than 100 faith communities, local busi-
nesses, fellow nonprofits, and government
agencies, FACETS has improved the lives of
thousands of families and individuals by help-
ing them obtain emergency shelter, food, and
medical care; helping them gain safe, sustain-
able and permanent housing; and working with
them to end the cycle of poverty through edu-
cational, life skills and career counseling pro-
grams. This wrap-around approach not only
addresses the immediate needs of those in
crisis, it also provides the support and serv-
ices necessary to develop long-range solu-
tions that allow each person to become self-
sufficient and live with dignity.

During my tenure on the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors, | was pleased to partner
with FACETS in launching the Hypothermia
Prevention and Response Program, which will
be starting up again soon. Under this program,
churches have opened their doors to provide
our most vulnerable neighbors with a warm
and safe place to stay during winter nights.
Last year FACETS served 244 guests in this
program, and since it began no unsheltered
individuals have died due to hypothermia. In
2008, when | was Chairman of the County
Board, | worked with FACETS founder Linda
Wimpey and other community partners to ini-
tiate the 10-Year Plan to Prevent and End
Homelessness. Thanks to the success of that
program we have made significant strides re-
ducing the rate of homelessness by one-
fourth.

FACETS also helps people develop the
skills necessary to create better lives for them-
selves and their families by operating Edu-
cation and Community Development programs
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