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by truck. I didn’t know anything when I ar-
rived. I was in a city I had never been to be-
fore. It was very difficult, but I didn’t turn
back because I had no alternative. There was
no work. I graduated with my Master’s de-
gree and came back here because there were
no job opportunities there and because the
political situation was very hard.

Story 6: I've been in this country 17 years.
I came alone, made my family here, so for
sure my wife is here by my side. I have two
daughters, one who is 13 years old, and I still
have no papers. But I've kept going because
now I have no choice but to keep fighting
harder, for my daughters’ benefit more than
anything. I'm working and, I don’t know, I
hope that this immigration reform that
they’re fighting over will be given to us be-
cause it will allow us to benefit the country.
For me and my kids, immigration reform
will give them greater security to have their
parents here in this country without having
to hide from immigration and the police. For
work, I can’t drive a truck to get to my job.
I have to go with someone that has a license
to drive, and it’s very much the difference in
salary, even though I know the work and ev-
erything, it’s a point less for me. That is the
first thing for me. I want to buy a car or
something that can benefit me and my fam-
ily and help me to do my duty for this coun-
try. Up until now I've tried to not put myself
into problems. I try not to go out too much
or go to parties and things like that. I'm
over that, and I'd rather be with my family
and without any problems. But, I can’t go
wherever I want. My wife has family here,
they all have papers. I haven’t seen my fam-
ily in 16 or 17 years. My boss fired me and I'd
like to go to Mexico, but I can’t because I
wouldn’t be able to come back. I have no
other choice but to stay for my kids.

Story 7: I'm a little nervous because my
story is sad, but I'm now happy because I am
without problems, without any preoccupa-
tion. They confused me with a certain per-
son, but I never robbed anyone and I always
maintained that it wasn’t me. They received
the evidence from the other person, it was
very sad and painful, and because being in
prison is not easy at all and is very unpleas-
ant. It’s very sad for people as well as their
families. My family worried day and night,
and I was wondering that I that I wouldn’t
get out, but with the will of God I got out
with a $7,500 bail. I had about four court
dates. They sent me to Krome, and from
there I told the judge to give me voluntary
leave to my country. When I left, they told
me that I had to report to Mexican immigra-
tion. I went and entered and delivered a
paper that they gave me, but I always knew
that I wanted to return. I was in my country
for a month, and then came back. Since
then, thank God, I have not gotten in trou-
ble. I don’t drive, and I don’t do anything be-
cause I am holding out because if God helps
us with this reform we will come out ahead.
Firstly to God, we ask a lot, to the congress-
men, to the Senate and the President, that
they have a lot of consideration for so many
people who need equality. I came in April of
1990. I am Mexican, and all my siblings are
citizens. I'm the only one who is not. I hope
for the day when I can be equal to everyone
else.

Story 8: I'm a mother of two children who
were born here in Florida. They deported my
husband to Guatemala five years ago. We are
united and want to ask Congress and the
White House to support us, that yes we can,
that now is the time for them to give us im-
migration reform. We are encountering
many families going through difficult situa-
tions and we ask, we beg, we ask whole-
heartedly, that we are supported in this
country. All of us immigrants reinforce this
country’s economy. We beg that they give us
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immigration reform. They stopped my hus-
band and asked for a license, which he didn’t
have. That was the reason they deported
him. It’s a very difficult case and my kids
suffer a lot from the absence of their father.

Story 9: I support immigration reform be-
cause I've encountered those problems. When
I didn’t have papers, I was always living in
hiding and I do not want others to go
through the same problem. I wish that ev-
eryone could have their papers to live in
peace and tranquility.

Story 10: I am an American citizen and I
want to remind the Congressmen of the
United States that my vote will go to the
people who have humanity when it’s time to
decide on immigration reform. Make it a hu-
mane immigration reform, not one based on
the whims of Congressmen. My vote will al-
ways be for the humane Congressmen. Immi-
gration reform will help all those that don’t
have papers or a path to citizenship. We re-
member that there should be a path to citi-
zenship with a quick process, not like what
Senator Marco Rubio and his colleagues
want. We will always vote against the people
who think like that.

Story 11: I'm Nicaraguan. I am 35 years old
and came to this country 13 years ago. My
dream is to bring my family to the United
States. I came with just that one goal be-
cause the democratic system in my country
doesn’t work. I've lived through many hard-
ships and because of those I immigrated to
the United States. Now with 13 years here,
we ask for immigration reform and the op-
portunity for citizenship because we want to
be incorporated into society. We want to be
a part of it. We want the opportunity to
vote, to apply to whatever we need. Immi-
gration reform will be good for the country
as well as for us if we can contribute. My
dream is to buy my house and continue in
my studies because I don’t want to stay stag-
nant. I want to move my daughters forward.
I have two daughters; one was born in Nica-
ragua and the other is an American citizen
who was born in this country. I can’t imag-
ine returning to my country, I don’t have
any plans to do so. I hope that the legislators
and President Obama support reform, be-
cause now we are ready to be a part of this
great country.

Story 12: I've been here for 12 years, going
on 13, and I brought my two daughters, when
one was two and a half and the other was a
year old. They believe that this is their
country, and I do as well. I came here and we
liked it. We came from my country because
life is very difficult there. Now there’s a lot
of crime. I am Mexican and it is very hard to
live there now. My daughters don’t want to
return to Mexico because of everything we’ve
seen over there—a lot of crime, a lot of kill-
ing. There’s no work, no way to move for-
ward. My daughters say that this is their
country, they are Mexican but they are
home. They speak English and Spanish very
well, but they say that all they know is this
country. So I say yes to citizenship for all
the people that are like me in this country.
We don’t have licenses to work or to even
look for a job. I had a job and some people
did me harm. They sent me a letter and fired
me from the job, and now I am unemployed.
I need to work to help my daughters get
ahead, and so I say that now is the time that
we help all people, the 11 million undocu-
mented people in this country. We came for
honest work. We came to do the jobs that
many people won’t do. Please, it is the time
for citizenship, something so we can be okay
here and so we don’t have to go somewhere
and be afraid that they’ll stop the bus where
we are, that they take us to immigration
and deport us while my daughters are in
school. It’s an ugly and sad thing, and I say
yves that now is the time for immigration re-
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form. To the Senators and all the people
hearing this message, please help us for the
immigration reform that we are all hoping
for and we hope that this is the year that it
happens.

Story 13: I'm Nicaraguan and got TPS in
1998. I had a problem. A policeman gave me
a DUI because I had a neck problem. I lost
consciousness because of the medicine that I
took, which was not supposed to be taken
while driving, but I did it because I needed to
pick up some money urgently. I say yes to
citizenship. Right now I am in a limbo be-
cause of my immigration status. They re-
moved my TPS. After they removed my TPS,
I was sent to immigration court with a law-
yer who told me to apply for political asy-
lum. But they didn’t approve it and asked
me for voluntary departure. Every day I feel
that, if they get me, I am going to be de-
ported to my country. Now I have 16 years
working here contributing to the produc-
tivity and economy of this country. I have
worked honestly. The problem I had was be-
cause I wasn’t well represented in court
about the DUI. I paid lawyers but it was use-
less for me because they were not able to de-
fend me. I have evidence that proves that the
police gave false evidence. I was an indus-
trial electrical engineer in my country, and
I intend to work with dignity, honesty, with
the sweat of my brow to succeed, because if
I go back to my country, I have no chance of
surviving there.

Story 14: I arrived in the United States in
1985 to study. I have three kids, and we and
need immigration reform. Please. In the
name of God, we need this reform because it
is hard not having a license.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
601, | was not present for the vote due to a
family emergency.

Had | been present, | would have voted
nay.”

“

A TRIBUTE TO WILL CROCKER

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a truly outstanding North Caro-
linian, Will Crocker, who has served as the
Clerk of Court for Johnston County, North
Carolina, for almost thirty-five years. Mr.
Crocker assumed his current post in 1978, but
has been an outstanding public servant since
1959, when he first began working as a clerk
for Selma Recorder Court. He has since dedi-
cated himself wholly to bettering this great
community, and | ask you to join me in recog-
nizing his long and honorable career.

Mr. Crocker’'s hard work and devotion have
been vital to the continual development of
Johnston County. Throughout Mr. Crocker's
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tenure, he has continuously held an open-door
policy, and has committed himself to high eth-
ical standards. Respected by all who know
him, he has been the recipient of many
awards and accolades recognizing his hard
work and dedication to his job. After Hurricane
Fran, the violent storm that devastated much
of Eastern North Carolina in 1996, every gov-
ernment office in town was closed except one:
the clerk’s office.

Mr. Speaker, Will Crocker has selflessly
dedicated many years of his life to serving the
citizens of Johnston County. His enduring
commitment to his community makes him an
exemplary public servant, and his accomplish-
ments will continue to benefit Eastern North
Carolina for many years to come. As his time
as Clerk of Court comes to a close, let us
honor Mr. Crocker and pray that both he and
his family may receive God'’s richest blessings.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF CLIFF HAGEDORN, AN
AMERICAN PATRIOT

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the many contributions of
Cliff Hagedorn, a long time resident of Des
Plaines, lllinois, and a pillar of our local vet-
eran community. Mr. Hagedorn is a great ex-
ample of a true American patriot.

Cliff Hagedorn grew up in Des Plaines—
graduating from what is today Maine East
High School and marrying his high school
sweetheart, Valerie. Like so many other Amer-
icans during World War II, Mr. Hagedorn en-
listed in the U.S. Army and prepared to risk
his life on behalf of our nation.

On Easter Sunday 1944, Cliff Hagedorn
landed with the allied forces in North Africa,
and participated in actions that eventually
stopped and then reversed German advances
in the region. After succeeding in North Africa,
he and his fellow soldiers spent the remainder
of the war in ltaly, pushing German forces
back at every opportunity.

After the war, Cliff Hagedorn’s contributions
to his community continued—he raised a fam-
ily in Des Plaines and helped to create the
Des Plaines Senior Center. The Senior Center
continues to offer vital services to this day and
Mr. Hagedorn now holds emeritus status with
the organization.

Cliff Hagedorn has also been an active
member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
2992 for several decades. In fact, earlier this
month he celebrated 70 years of service with
this institution—a truly remarkable achieve-
ment.

Today, at the age of 91, Cliff Hagedorn con-
tinues to work tirelessly in support of his coun-
try and his local community. Serving as Adju-
tant of his local VFW post, Mr. Hagedorn en-
gages in outreach to the local community, vis-
iting schools and teaching young people about
the value of knowing their civics and their na-
tion’s history.

Cliff Hagedorn has devoted his life to public
service, and we are all better off as a result.
On behalf of a grateful nation, | want to extend
our sincere thanks for all he has done for our
country, and a heartfelt congratulations for
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seventy years of service to his local post of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

HONORING THE LIFE OF JAMES
KAUFMAN

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay to tribute to the life of James Kaufman,
who passed away on October 31, 2013 at the
age of 71. As one of the founders of American
Ambulance, Jim was a true supporter and ad-
vocate for our Central Valley. His kind heart
and generosity will be greatly missed.

Jim was born and raised in Fresno, Cali-
fornia. After graduating from Roosevelt High
School, he joined the United States Coast
Guard Reserves. He also worked part time at
Jones Ambulance and attended Fresno City
College. While Jim was working at Jones Am-
bulance, he met his wife, Joyce, and a year
later they married in Carmel, California. Jim
and Joyce raised one son together, Stan.

One of Jim’s greatest role models was his
father, Martin. Martin was a teacher and
coach, and Jim saw himself following in his fa-
ther's footsteps. However, when Jim com-
pleted his 16 years of service in the Coast
Guard, he decided to run his own ambulance
business. In 1975, Jim and three other individ-
uals founded American Ambulance. Jim and
his partner, Larry Ward, remained as the own-
ers of the company for almost four decades as
American Ambulance grew into a successful
business with approximately 600 employees.

Jim’s entrepreneurial spirit led him to estab-
lish a new business, KY Farming, with his
good friend, Tony Yasuda. They grew cherries
and blueberries, and they also managed a
packing house, KY Packing. Jim’s businesses
brought him great joy. He cherished his em-
ployees and always did what he could to help,
whether it was through financial support, guid-
ance, or simply heartfelt encouragement.

Aside from his work, Jim loved the Dallas
Cowboys. He also enjoyed tennis, golf, and
dove hunting. Spending time with family was
most important to Jim. He will be greatly
missed by Joyce, Stan, his daughter-in-law,
Stephanie, and his grandchildren; Abel, Lilly,
Evan, and Faith.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that |
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to pay tribute to the life of James Kauf-
man. His presence will be missed, but his leg-
acy will surely live on in the Central Valley.

———

CELEBRATING THE CENTENNIAL
OF THE NUTLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Nutley Public Library, lo-
cated in Essex County, New Jersey, as it cele-
brates its Centennial Anniversary.

The Nutley Public Library has a strong his-
tory, as its building and collection have contin-
ued to grow since its opening in August, 1914.
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The origins of the Nutley Public Library begin
in 1896, when a private library held the start-
ing 3,000 book collection. The intention of the
private library was to hold the books until the
Township of Nutley could find a location for a
library. However, it was not until 1914, when
the town was provided an Andrew Carnegie
grant that the new public library, designed by
Armstrong and DeGelleke, was built, and the
collection was moved to its current home.

In January 1942, the library expanded the
original building to accommodate its ever-
growing collection. Through the funding of a
Federal Works Project Administration Grant
and local funds, the library added three sto-
ries, designed by Behee and Kramer.

On August 25, 1980, the second floor ceil-
ing collapsed. The fall of the 65 by 40 foot
ceiling section knocked over many bookcases,
and caused severe damage. Thankfully, the li-
brary was closed at the time of the collapse.
The first floor was able to remain open
through the duration of the repairs, with the li-
brarians retrieving books from the upstairs
rooms when requested.

In October 1990, an addition and renovation
completed the library’s current facility. De-
signed by James Goldstein and Associates, a
20,000 square feet addition was added on,
with its appearance preserving the essence of
the original and historic Carnegie structure.
The library used its own reserve funds, and
turned to the community, to help pay for the
renovation. The library received its financial
help through the Friends of the Nutley Public
Library, Township bonds, and a New Jersey
State Library Construction Grant.

The Nutley Public Library became the 70th
member of the Bergen County Cooperative Li-
brary System in 1996. This system allows the
library to be fully computerized and view the
holdings of all the BCCLS libraries, and is ac-
cessible 24 hours a day.

Today, the Library maintains a collection of
approximately 90,000 books. The collection in-
cludes reference books, adult books, young
adult books, and approximately 25,000 chil-
dren’s books. The Library is able to provide
large print books, magazines, videos, music,
downloadable eBooks, and audio books. It is
currently governed by a Board of Trustees and
two ex-officio members. The Board members
are chosen by the Mayor and serve five year
terms. The two ex-officio members include the
Mayor and the Superintendent of Schools, or
their delegates. The library is currently funded
by the New Jersey Per Capita State Aid, do-
nations, and the Township. Eighty percent of
interest from these funds is used for the pur-
chase of books and other material. The library
is proud to celebrate its history and look for-
ward to its continuous growth in the future.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the Nutley Public
Library and thanking the Friends of the Nutley
Public Library as it celebrate its Centennial
Anniversary.

————

HONORING THE ARMITAGE
FAMILY

HON. LEE TERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
the Armitage family for the leadership values
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