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into law legislation entitled ‘‘On Measures
Concerning the Implementation of Government Policy on Orphaned Children and those
without Parental Care’’, which includes language that permanently bans adoptions of
Russian children by United States citizens;
Whereas a spokesman for President Putin,
Dmitry Peskov, announced that the law is to
take effect on January 1, 2013, thereby abrogating the bilateral agreement between Russia and the United States that entered into
force on November 1, 2012, and requires both
countries to provide one year notice of intent to terminate the agreement;
Whereas 46, and possibly more, inter-country adoptions of Russian children by United
States families have already received a final
adoption decree from the Russia judicial system, and hundreds of other United States
families are in the process of adopting Russian children;
Whereas United Nations Children’s Fund
released a statement urging the Russia Government to ensure that ‘‘the current plight
of the many Russian children in institutions
receives priority attention’’ and that the
Russia Government consider alternatives to
institutionalization
including
‘‘domestic
adoption and inter-country adoption’’;
Whereas the United Nations, the Hague
Conference on Private International Law,
and other international organizations have
recognized a child’s right to a family as a
basic human right worthy of protection;
Whereas the Christian Alliance for Orphans reports that United States families
have opened their homes to more than 179,000
orphans from overseas in the last 20 years;
Whereas after China and Ethiopia, Russia
is the third most popular country for United
States citizens who adopt internationally;
Whereas adoption, both domestic and
international, is an important child protection tool and an integral part of child welfare best practices around the world, along
with prevention of abandonment and family
reunification: and
Whereas more than 60,000 Russia-born children have found safe, permanent, and loving
homes with United States families over the
last two decades: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) affirms that all children deserve a permanent, protective family;
(2) values the long tradition of the United
States and Russia Governments working together to find permanent homes for
unparented children;
(3) disapproves of the Russia law ending
inter-country adoptions of Russian children
by United States citizens because it primarily harms vulnerable and voiceless children; and
(4) strongly urges the Russia Government
to reconsider the law on humanitarian
grounds, in consideration of the well-being of
parentless Russian children awaiting a loving and permanent family, and prioritize the
processing of inter-country adoptions of Russian children by United States citizens that
were initiated before the enactment of the
law.
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Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
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proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
629, which was submitted earlier today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.
The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 629) to authorize the
production of records by the Committee on
Armed Services.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Committee on Armed Services has received
a request from the Secretary of the Air
Force seeking access to records of the
Committee relating to the Committee’s consideration of the 1972 nomination of MG John D. Lavelle to retire at
the rank of lieutenant general. That
nomination was not confirmed. In 2010,
the President nominated Major General Lavelle to be posthumously advanced on the retired list to the rank
of general. After the Chairman of the
Armed Services Committee requested
further information regarding that
nomination, the Air Force initiated an
independent review of Major General
Lavelle’s case. That review is being led
by the Honorable William H. Webster.
The Secretary of the Air Force requests that Judge Webster and those
assisting him in the independent review be granted access to the Committee’s executive session documents relating to the 1972 Lavelle nomination.
The Chair and Ranking Minority Member of the Committee would like to be
able to cooperate with this request by
providing access to those conducting
this independent review to the requested committee records.
This resolution would authorize the
Chairman and Ranking Minority Member of the Committee on Armed Services, acting jointly, to provide records,
under appropriate security procedures,
from the Committee’s 1972 consideration of the Lavelle nomination to
those conducting the independent review of Major General Lavelle’s case on
behalf of the Air Force.
Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate, and any statements related
to the resolution be printed in the
RECORD as if read.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res. 629) was
agreed to.
The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
S. RES. 629
Whereas, the United States Air Force has
initiated an independent review of the case
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of Major General John D. Lavelle, who has
been nominated to be advanced posthumously on the retired list to the rank of
general;
Whereas, the Committee has received a request from the Secretary of the Air Force
that those conducting the independent review of Major General Lavelle’s nomination
be given access to the Committee’s executive
session documents relating to Major General
Lavelle’s 1972 nomination to the rank of lieutenant general on the retired list of the Air
Force;
Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Standing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
can, by administrative or judicial process, be
taken from such control or possession but by
permission of the Senate;
Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
Senate is needed for the promotion of justice, the Senate will take such action as will
promote the ends of justice consistent with
the privileges of the Senate: Now, therefore,
be it
Resolved, That the Chairman and Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee on
Armed Services, acting jointly, are authorized to provide, under appropriate security
procedures, records from the Committee’s
executive sessions relating to Major General
John D. Lavelle’s 1972 nomination to those
persons conducting the independent review
of Major General Lavelle’s case on behalf of
the Air Force.
f

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY,
JANUARY 1, 2013
Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Senate completes its business today, it adjourn until 2 p.m. on Tuesday, January
1, 2013; that following the prayer and
the pledge, the Journal of proceedings
be approved to date, the morning hour
be deemed expired, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following any
leader remarks the Senate proceed to a
period of morning business until 3:30
p.m. for debate only, with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 2:00 P.M.
TOMORROW
Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it adjourn under the previous order.
There being no objection, the Senate,
at 2:31 a.m., adjourned until Tuesday,
January 1, 2013, at 2 p.m.
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