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president of the Conservation Foundation. He
served as the Foundation’s president until
1969, when he was appointed Under Sec-
retary of the Department of the Interior.

Mr. Train then served as the first chairman
of the Council on Environmental Quality from
1970-73 before leading the EPA from 1973-
77.

The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) was an im-
portant part of Mr. Train’s life for over fifty
years, from its founding in 1961 until his
death. Mr. Train was the first vice-president of
WWEF-US and was Chairman of the Board of
Directors of World Wildlife Fund and of the
Conservation Foundation from 1985 until they
merged as WWF in 1990. In 1994 Mr. Train
was elected WWF Chairman Emeritus and
served as Chairman of the WWF National
Council from 1994-2001. Mr. Train led WWF—
US through extraordinary growth from its in-
ception to become the leading global con-
servation organization it is today. Mr. Train re-
mained active on the WWF-US Board of Di-
rectors and was regularly seen at the WWF
offices, encouraging staff and extolling the im-
portance of the EPA. Carter S. Roberts, Presi-
dent & CEO of WWF-US, says of Mr. Train,
“Russ was a true national treasure and an in-
spiration to all of us who embrace conserva-
tion as their life’s work. He will be well remem-
bered, and forever missed.”

Mr. Train received many awards and rec-
ognitions, including the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the Heinz Award and the Teddy
Roosevelt International Conservation Award.

Russell E. Train was born in Jamestown,
Rhode Island and grew up in Washington, DC.
He graduated from Princeton University and
Columbia University Law School. Mr. Train
served in the U.S. Army during World War 1.

Mr. Train believed that conservation and
environmentalism weren’t Democratic or Re-
publican issues—they were national and inter-
national issues of importance to everyone who
cared about the future of our planet. In 2003,
Train published Politics, Pollution and Pandas:
An Environmental Memoir, tracing his career
and providing a history of the U.S. environ-
mental movement. In his memoir, Mr. Train
wrote, “l felt strongly that environmental
issues needed a sharp, cutting edge in gov-
ernment, one that had high visibility to the
public.” Fortunately, he noted, “this view fi-
nally prevailed.”

| hope we can return to a time when pro-
tecting our air, water, and the environment is
a shared, bipartisan goal. | am proud to have
counted Russell Train among my friends and
am grateful for his support for our ongoing ef-
forts to follow in former President Teddy Roo-
sevelt’s tradition of protecting and preserving
our national heritage. At this time in our coun-
try’s history, we need more Russell Trains. We
will miss him dearly, but his legacy is all
around us in the cleaner air we breathe, the
safer water we drink, and the wildlife that he
fought to preserve. When we think of Russell
Train, we must block efforts to roll back the
victories he won and fight to build upon his
noble legacy.

| extend my deepest condolences to Russ
Train’s wife of 58 years, Aileen Bowdoin Train;
to his four children, Emily Rowan, Nancy
Smith Gustin, Charles B. Train and my grade-
school classmate, Errol T. Giordano; and to
his twelve grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to Russell E. Train for his ex-
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traordinary contributions to our country and
our world.
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DEMOCRATIC AND PROSPEROUS
REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA

SPEECH OF

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 19, 2012

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, As
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Europe and
Eurasia | have had the privilege of visiting
Georgia twice in the past two years. Last year
| led a bipartisan delegation that met with
President Saakashvili, his cabinet, Members of
Parliament and representatives of various op-
position parties. Two weeks ago | briefly
passed through Georgia, where | met with
President Saakashvili, while traveling between
Azerbaijan and Armenia.

Georgia is a country in transition, the pur-
pose of this resolution is not only to acknowl-
edge this fact but to encourage this transition
to continue. While serious challenges still re-
main, there is no doubt that Georgia is com-
mitted to developing a strong democratic gov-
ernment, a robust free market economy and
joining key international institutions including
NATO.

Democratic developments in Georgia range
from high level reforms, such as changes to
the constitution that strengthen the office of
the Prime Minister as well as the Parliament,
to lower level reforms, including the creation of
“Public Service Halls” that provide essential
government services, including passports and
drivers licenses, through an efficient and
transparent process. As we know, economic
development follows political reform as inves-
tors seek stable places to grow their capital.
Over the past ten years both the capital city,
Thilisi and the Black Sea port of Batumi have
been transformed by investment into modern
European cities. For Georgia’'s economy to
continue to grow such investment must con-
tinue and reach outside the cities to embrace
the country as a whole.

Georgia’'s commitment to NATO has been
exemplary. While many alliance members and
partners are winding down their commitments
to ISAF in Afghanistan, Georgia is increasing
its commitment to deploy the highest per cap-
ita troop level of any contributing nation. Geor-
gian soldiers are deployed in the dangerous
Helmand province where they serve side-by-
side with U.S. soldiers and marines. Although
participation in ISAF is not a prerequisite for
NATO membership, alliance members should
recognize that Georgia’s commitment to Af-
ghanistan as well as the country’s commitment
to democratic and defense reforms will make
Georgia a model NATO member.

One major challenge that Georgia faces is
Russia’s continued occupation of two Geor-
gian provinces; Abkhazia and South Ossetia,
which is in violation of the August 2008
ceasefire agreement. As this resolution states,
Russia has blocked the extension of OSCE
and UN observation missions, and prohibits
the EU mission from accessing the occupied
territories. Last year | traveled to the boundary
of Abkhazia from where one can plainly see
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that the Russian Army is constructing perma-
nent bases including apartment buildings to
house its soldiers. This Congress must con-
demn this continued illegal occupation.

As we know from our own history, building
a successful democracy is a challenge. In less
than two weeks, on October 1st, Georgians
will go to the polls for parliamentary elections.
It is not for those of us in Washington or any
other capital to influence the outcome of these
elections. The Georgian people must pick their
own leaders. However we must urge, as this
resolution does, that the Georgian govern-
ment, the independent election commission,
and all political parties ensure that the Geor-
gian people have their say. The success of
the elections as a whole, not any one can-
didate or party, will ensure that Georgia’s
democratic transition continues.

This resolution, H. Res. 526, is representa-
tive of a bipartisan effort to recognize Georgia
and the progress it has made and symbolizes
U.S. support for a young, but growing democ-
racy. | want to thank Rep. SHUSTER for his ef-
forts and for introducing this resolution. | also
want to thank Ranking Member MEEKS, Chair-
man ROS-LEHTINEN, and Ranking Member
BERMAN and their staff for their support of this
Subcommittee’s efforts to move this resolution.

———

HONORING ALZHEIMER’S PA-
TIENTS AND CAREGIVERS OF
NORTHERN MICHIGAN
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Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of
the citizens of the First District of Michigan, |
wish to recognize September as World Alz-
heimer's Month, and specifically today, Sep-
tember 21, 2012, as Alzheimer’s Action Day.

Alzheimer's is a type of dementia that de-
stroys brain cells causing problems with mem-
ory, judgment, and behavior. Alzheimer’s is a
serious disease, and is not a normal part of
aging. In fact, while most Alzheimer’s patients
are over age 65, for as many as 5% of its vic-
tims, the disease first appeared in their 40s or
50s.

In the United States, an estimated 5.4 mil-
lion people are living with Alzheimer’'s disease.
Alzheimer’s disease is the sixth-leading cause
of death in the US, and it is the only cause of
death among the top 10 in the United States
that cannot be prevented, cured, or even
slowed. It has been projected that as many as
16 million Americans may have Alzheimer’s by
the year 2050.

As a doctor who has treated patients for
nearly 30 years in Northern Michigan, | under-
stand the devastating impact Alzheimer's dis-
ease can have on patients and their care-
givers. In addition to the physical toll Alz-
heimer's takes on patients, the disease also
takes a heavy toll on families serving as care-
givers through very difficult times. More than
15 million Americans provide unpaid care to a
loved one with Alzheimer's. | am reminded of
the words which former President Ronald
Reagan shared in announcing his diagnosis of
Alzheimer's disease 18 years ago: “Unfortu-
nately, as Alzheimer’s disease progresses, the
family often bears a heavy burden.” Very
poignantly, Nancy Reagan referred to Alz-
heimer’s as “the long goodbye.”
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