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North Country. These accolades in-
clude the USDA Rural Development 
New Hampshire Partner of the Year in 
2002, the Federal Home Loan Bank-Bos-
ton Partner of the Year, and the Citi-
zens Bank Champion in Action in 2005. 

In addition to his full-time respon-
sibilities at AHEAD, David has served 
on the Board of the New Hampshire 
Community Development Finance Au-
thority for 20 years, spending four of 
them as its chair. He has been an ac-
tive member of the National Neighbor 
Works Association and spent 6 years on 
the Advisory Council for the Federal 
Home Loan Bank of Boston. David has 
also been a crucial voice in Housing 
Action New Hampshire’s advocacy ef-
forts to promote affordable housing 
across our State. 

These impressive accomplishments 
demonstrate David’s dedication to im-
proving the lives of families in Coos 
and northern Grafton Counties. I am 
sure that David will modestly attribute 
this success to his talented and dedi-
cated team of staff and supporters, but 
it was his vision for community devel-
opment that led to the founding of 
AHEAD. His belief in stable families as 
the foundation of a vibrant community 
resulted in projects like the McKee Inn 
in Lancaster and Littleton Town & 
Country Family Housing. Because of 
his commitment to this cause, hun-
dreds of families in New Hampshire 
now have access to safe, warm, and af-
fordable homes. 

Put simply, Mr. President, David has 
made New Hampshire a better place to 
live and raise a family. I know that the 
great energy and spirit with which he 
has led AHEAD for the past 20 years 
will endure at this enormously success-
ful non-profit organization. I congratu-
late David on all his achievements and 
wish him the best in his retirement.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING BLUE CROSS BLUE 
SHIELD OF MASSACHUSETTS 

∑ Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, today I 
would like to recognize the accom-
plishments of Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Massachusetts (BCBSMA), a company 
that has provided affordable health in-
surance options for families in the 
Commonwealth for the past 75 years. 

As our Nation’s health care system 
has evolved, BCBSMA has remained a 
leader in the industry by focusing on 
the principles of service, leadership, 
and innovation. In fact, it was the first 
organization of its kind to offer state-
wide insurance coverage for hos-
pitalization—providing all working 
families a financially realistic option 
so they could afford a hospital stay 
when it was needed. And decades later, 
BCBSMA was instrumental in helping 
to create several of the State’s best- 
known health maintenance organiza-
tions (HMOs). 

BCBSMA has been actively working 
to improve the health of their members 
through an innovative benefit design 
that focuses on prevention and cus-
tomized wellness programs, encourages 

community-based care, and improves 
care coordination. 

Additionally, they have been na-
tional leaders in payment reform by 
designing an innovative model that has 
demonstrated the ability to improve 
the quality of patient care while simul-
taneously slowing the growth of health 
care spending. In 2008, BCBSMA cre-
ated a new payment system called the 
Alternative Quality Contract (AQC). 
This model rewards physicians and hos-
pitals for the quality and outcomes of 
the care they provide to patients. Pro-
viders receive a global budget for their 
patients and are responsible for any ex-
cessive spending and are rewarded for 
quality. This combination of the global 
budget and pay-for-performance incen-
tives establishes provider account-
ability for both the quality and cost of 
care. 

BCBSMA isn’t just committed to its 
members; they are leaders in the com-
munity with a distinct focus on cor-
porate citizenship and civic engage-
ment. They spend countless hours 
working within the community to 
make a measurable and sustainable im-
pact on issues such as child develop-
ment, healthy environments, and fam-
ily nutrition. During the last year, 
BCBSMA associates volunteered to per-
form more than 26,000 hours of commu-
nity service throughout Massachusetts. 
In their tradition of supporting the 
work of not-for-profit organizations, 
BCBSMA is commemorating their 75th 
anniversary by providing grants to 
community stakeholders working to 
advance the health and nutrition of 
families facing economic hardship. 

BCBSMA founded the Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Massachusetts Founda-
tion in 2001, one of the largest health- 
focused private philanthropies in New 
England, to expand access to health 
care. The Foundation played an impor-
tant role in the passage of Massachu-
setts health reform in 2006 by providing 
reliable data and objective analysis to 
policy-makers and convening stake-
holders for sessions of public debate. 
Massachusetts now has the best health 
care coverage rate in the Nation with 
98.1 percent of residents having health 
insurance, including 99.8 percent of all 
children. 

Not only did BCBSMA work to ex-
pand health care coverage in the Com-
monwealth, they were a leader in the 
national effort to expand health care 
coverage to all Americans. BCBSMA 
was the only health plan in the Nation 
to file an amicus, or ‘‘friend of the 
court’’, brief in support of the constitu-
tionality of the Affordable Care Act 
when it was considered by the Supreme 
Court earlier this year. They believed 
the health reform law was critical to 
ensure that all Americans have the 
same health care benefits and protec-
tions that Massachusetts residents 
have known for years. 

As we continue to implement the Af-
fordable Care Act, I am confident that 
BCBSMA will be there every step of the 
way. They are rated among the na-

tion’s best health plans for member 
satisfaction and quality and their com-
mitment to both exceptional and af-
fordable health care is clearly evident 
to their nearly three million members 
in Massachusetts. 

I congratulate Andrew Dreyfus, 
President and Chief Executive Officer, 
and all the employees at BCBSMA who 
work together to advance the avail-
ability of quality health care on this 
remarkable milestone. I look forward 
to the innovation and leadership you 
will deliver over the next 75 years for 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING THE LOWELL 
MILKEN CENTER 

∑ Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, today 
I wish to commemorate the Lowell 
Milken Center’s 2012 National Projects 
Kick-off. Located in Fort Scott, KS, 
the Lowell Milken Center discovers, 
develops, and communicates the stories 
of unsung heroes who have made a pro-
found and positive difference on the 
course of history. The Lowell Milken 
Center was opened in 2007 as an inter-
national nonprofit organization fo-
cused on creating a better future by de-
veloping projects that teach respect 
and understanding. This approach has 
been built upon student-driven, 
project-based learning so that Ameri-
cans and people around the world may 
learn that each of us has the responsi-
bility and the power to take actions to 
improve the lives of others. 

During its 6 years of operation, the 
center has hosted over 15,000 visitors 
and reached over 550,000 students in 
5,000 schools by telling inspiring stories 
of unsung heroes to influence change in 
behaviors and attitudes. In May, I had 
the pleasure of visiting the Lowell 
Milken Center. During my visit, I was 
able to meet the center’s visionary and 
founder Norm Conard and its program 
director Megan Felt. Both are out-
standing Kansans who have helped 
shape the way we approach history and 
learning. Ms. Felt has been honored na-
tionally and internationally for her 
projects with students, and she is the 
founder of the internationally ac-
claimed work, ‘‘Life in a Jar: The Irena 
Sendler Project.’’ 

Irena Sendler was a devout Catholic 
who helped save the lives of 2,500 chil-
dren during the Holocaust in Poland. 
She smuggled children out of a Warsaw 
ghetto and placed them with families 
not threatened by the Nazis. Toward 
the end of the war, she was arrested, 
severely beaten, and almost died for 
her actions to save these children. 

In 1999, three high school students 
from Uniontown, KS, uncovered the re-
markable story of Irena Sendler after 
Uniontown High School teacher Norm 
Conard tasked his students to compete 
in a National History Day contest. The 
students investigated an article pub-
lished in 1994 mentioning Sendler and 
uncovered a heroic story that had gone 
virtually unreported. The students 
eventually met their hero and began 
exchanging letters. 
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