June 7, 2012

S. 3281. A bill to terminate the Federal au-
thorization of the National Veterans Busi-
ness Development Corporation; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr.
MCCAIN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr.
RUBIO):

S. Res. 486. A resolution condemning the
PKK and expressing solidarity with Turkey;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. BEGICH (for himself, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. BOOZMAN, and Mr. ISAKSON):

S. Res. 487. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that the ambush mar-
keting adversely affects Team USA and the
Olympic and Paralympic Movements and
should not be condoned; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. LIEBER-
MAN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. BROWN of Mas-
sachusetts, Ms. COLLINS, and Ms.
AYOTTE):

S. Res. 488. A resolution commending the
efforts of the firefighters and emergency re-
sponse personnel of Maine, New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, and Connecticut, who came
together to extinguish the May 23, 2012, fire
at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery,
Maine; considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 67
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BAUCUS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 67, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to permit former members
of the Armed Forces who have a serv-
ice-connected disability rated as total
to travel on military aircraft in the
same manner and to the same extent as
retired members of the Armed Forces
are entitled to travel on such aircraft.
S. 722
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
722, a bill to strengthen and protect
Medicare hospice programs.
S. 996
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 996, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the new
markets tax credit through 2016, and
for other purposes.
S. 1244
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1244, a bill to provide for preferential
duty treatment to certain apparel arti-
cles of the Philippines.
S. 1301
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1301, a bill to authorize appropriations
for fiscal years 2012 through 2015 for the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of
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2000, to enhance measures to combat
trafficking in persons, and for other
purposes.
S. 1421
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1421, a bill to authorize the Peace Corps
Commemorative Foundation to estab-
lish a commemorative work in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and its environs, and
for other purposes.
S. 1613
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from California (Mrs.
BOXER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1613, a bill to improve and enhance re-
search and programs on childhood can-
cer survivorship, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1947
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Maine
(Ms. CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1947, a bill to prohibit attendance
of an animal fighting venture, and for
other purposes.
S. 1989
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator from
California (Mrs. BOXER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1989, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
make permanent the minimum low-in-
come housing tax credit rate for unsub-
sidized buildings and to provide a min-
imum 4 percent credit rate for existing
buildings.
S. 2004
At the request of Mr. UDALL of New
Mexico, the name of the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was
added as a cosponsor of S. 2004, a bill to
grant the Congressional Gold Medal to
the troops who defended Bataan during
World War II.
S. 2036
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2036, a bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in recogni-
tion and celebration of the National
Baseball Hall of Fame.
S. 2060
At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name
of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2060, a bill to provide for the payment
of a benefit to members eligible for
participation in the Post-Deployment/
Mobilization Respite Absence program
for days of nonparticipation due to
Government error.
S. 2134
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Maine
(Ms. SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2134, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to provide for cer-
tain requirements relating to the re-
tirement, adoption, care, and recogni-
tion of military working dogs, and for
other purposes.
S. 2148
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
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lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2148, a bill to amend the
Toxic Substance Control Act relating
to lead-based paint renovation and re-
modeling activities.
S. 2165
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2165, a bill to enhance
strategic cooperation between the
United States and Israel, and for other
purposes.
S. 2205
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2205, a bill to pro-
hibit funding to negotiate a United Na-
tions Arms Trade Treaty that restricts
the Second Amendment rights of
United States citizens.
S. 2234
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2234, a bill to prevent human traf-
ficking in government contracting.
S. 2242
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2242, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal
the estate and generation-skipping
transfer taxes, and for other purposes.
S. 2282
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2282, a bill to extend the authoriza-
tion of appropriations to carry out ap-
proved wetlands conservation projects
under the North American Wetlands
Conservation Act through fiscal year
2017.
S. 2364
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2364, a bill to extend the
availability of low-interest refinancing
under the local development business
loan program of the Small Business
Administration.
S. 2371
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2371, a bill to amend the National
Labor Relations Act to permit employ-
ers to pay higher wages to their em-
ployees.
S. 3078
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
names of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU), the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. CORKER), the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN), the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN),
the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. Booz-
MAN) and the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) were added as cosponsors of
S. 3078, a bill to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to install in the area of the
World War II Memorial in the District
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of Columbia a suitable plaque or an in-
scription with the words that President
Franklin D. Roosevelt prayed with the
United States on June 6, 1944, the
morning of D-Day.

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
3078, supra.

S. 3203

At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3203, a bill to amend title
10, United States Code, to limit in-
creases in the certain costs of health
care services under the health care pro-
grams of the Department of Defense,
and for other purposes.

S. 3204

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 3204, a bill to address fee disclosure
requirements under the Electronic
Fund Transfer Act, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 3221

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3221, a bill to amend the National
Labor Relations Act to permit employ-
ers to pay higher wages to their em-
ployees.

S. 3237

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3237, a bill to provide for
the establishment of a Commission to
Accelerate the End of Breast Cancer.

S. 3248

At the request of Mr. ENZI, the names
of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) and the Senator from New
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were added as
cosponsors of S. 3248, a bill to designate
the North American bison as the na-
tional mammal of the United States.

S. 3270

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator
from Nevada (Mr. HELLER) were added
as cosponsors of S. 3270, a bill to amend
title 38, United States Code, to require
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
consider the resources of individuals
applying for pension that were recently
disposed of by the individuals for less
than fair market value when deter-
mining the eligibility of such individ-
uals for such pension, and for other
purposes.

At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, his name was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3270, supra.

S. CON. RES. 46

At the request of Mr. WEBB, the name
of the Senator from Florida (Mr. NEL-
SON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Con. Res. 46, a concurrent resolution
expressing the sense of Congress that
an appropriate site at the former Navy
Dive School at the Washington Navy
Yard should be provided for the Man in
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the Sea Memorial Monument to honor
the members of the Armed Forces who
have served as divers and whose service
in defense of the United States has
been carried out beneath the waters of
the world.

S. RES. 402

At the request of Mr. COONS, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 402, a resolution condemning
Joseph Kony and the Lord’s Resistance
Army for committing crimes against
humanity and mass atrocities, and sup-
porting ongoing efforts by the United
States Government and governments
in central Africa to remove Joseph
Kony and Lord’s Resistance Army com-
manders from the battlefield.

AMENDMENT NO. 2156

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. BROWN), the Senator
from Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL)
and the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 2156 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 3240, an
original bill to reauthorize agricultural
programs through 2017, and for other
purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2163

At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 2163 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 3240, an
original bill to reauthorize agricultural
programs through 2017, and for other
purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2165

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2165 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 3240, an original bill to re-
authorize agricultural programs
through 2017, and for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. MCCONNELL) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 2165 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 3240, supra.

AMENDMENT NO. 2187

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. BROWN) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 2187 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 3240, an
original bill to reauthorize agricultural
programs through 2017, and for other
purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2188

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. BROWN) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 2188 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 3240, an
original bill to reauthorize agricultural
programs through 2017, and for other
purposes.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. KERRY:

June 7, 2012

S. 3271. A bill to provide all Medicare
beneficiaries with the right to guaran-
teed issue of a Medicare supplemental
policy; to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, approxi-
mately one in five Medicare bene-
ficiaries—or 9 million people—purchase
a Medigap supplemental insurance pol-
icy to protect against high out-of-pock-
et costs and to make health care costs
more predictable. Current law includes
a ‘guaranteed issue right’ to Medigap
for beneficiaries age 65 or older, which
means they cannot be denied Medigap
coverage or charged a higher Medigap
premium because of their medical con-
dition.

Unfortunately, current law discrimi-
nates against Medicare beneficiaries
with disabilities who are under age 65,
as well as beneficiaries with kidney
failure, End Stage Renal Disease or
“ESRD” by denying them the same
right that seniors have to guaranteed
issuance of Medigap policies. This ex-
poses individuals with disabilities and
kidney failure to substantial out-of-
pocket costs and poses a significant
barrier to health care services. In the
absence of equal opportunity and ac-
cess to Medigap policies at the Federal
level, 29 States have enacted guaran-
teed issue rights to disabled and ESRD
beneficiaries.

Individuals with kidney failure are
subject to an additional discriminatory
provision in federal law that prohibits
Medicare ESRD Dbeneficiaries from
joining Medicare Advantage plans.
They are the only group of Medicare
beneficiaries currently denied the same
Medicare choices as other Medicare
beneficiaries.

Today I am introducing the Equal
Access to Medicare Options Act, a bill
that improves coverage options to
Medicare beneficiaries. My legislation
would eliminate discriminatory treat-
ment in the supplemental insurance
market, bring more financial stability
to Medicare beneficiaries with disabil-
ities and ESRD with high out-of-pocket
health care costs, and reduce reliance
on Medicaid as the payer of last resort.
Specifically, it would extend guaran-
teed issue of Medigap policies to all
Medicare beneficiaries, including bene-
ficiaries with disabilities and ESRD. It
would ensure equal access to supple-
mental insurance for all Medicare
beneficiaries, regardless of age, dis-
ability or ESRD status.

Additionally, my legislation recog-
nizes that Medicare beneficiaries need
flexibility to adjust their coverage as
changes to their plans are made. It
would give guaranteed issue rights to
Medicare Advantage enrollees if they
decide to switch to traditional Medi-
care during an enrollment period.
Today, if a Medicare Advantage en-
rollee learns of premium increases or
benefit reduction in their plan, they
have the option of returning to tradi-
tional Medicare but they have no as-
surance they can buy Medigap coverage
if they do so.

The Equal Access to Medicare Op-
tions Act would provide guaranteed
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