June 7, 2012

passed this freeze; President Bush
signed legislation that Senator Ken-
nedy and I and others in the Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee worked on to freeze interest
rates for Stafford subsidized loans at
3.4 percent. There is a 5-year freeze. If
we don’t act by July 1, 2012, 5 years
after we passed it, that will mean these
loans are going to double.

I wish to share a couple letters I have
gotten from people in Ohio. This
doesn’t just affect the students; there
are some 380,000 college students in my
State whom it affects. But it doesn’t
just affect these students; it affects
their families. Their parents, some-
times their grandparents, send us let-
ters about how serious this is for them.
I will read two letters.

Jeff from Lorain—which happens to
be my home county:

I've been a lifelong resident of Lorain, OH.
My daughter graduated top of her class from
Southview in 2008. She just graduated from
Hiram College with a bachelor in Mathe-
matics and minor in Political Science Cum
Laude. She maxed out her Stafford loans
each year, and these help her to attend col-
lege. I've worked in factories all my life, the
last 20 years at Avon Lake Ford so we are
able to help some but the major work was
done by our daughter with her focus and
hard work. She is moving on to grad school
but at some point she will have to start re-
paying these loans. Do we want to burden
these young bright minds with loan pay-
ments that are so large they will weigh them
down financially for a large portion of their
young adult lives? Were these loans designed
to help students who don’t come from fami-
lies with large disposable incomes? Or are
they to be used as a way to make money off
our young people trying to reach their po-
tential?

One of the good things President
Obama did about this was he helped
people get into the Federal Direct Loan
Program so they would no longer be
borrowing from banks at much higher
interest rates. College is too expensive.
The States don’t put enough money
into colleges so that the colleges don’t
charge such high tuitions. Tuitions
have gone up like this over the years.
But at least we were able to make a big
difference on interest. This is our
chance to do it again, and we shouldn’t
let Jeff and his daughter down and oth-
ers.

The other letter I will read is from
Marcelline from Wilberforce.

I am 60 years old. I went back to school to
get a job that would not continue to destroy
my physical health. My previous job for com-
panies like BP and Wal-Mart were devastat-
ingly hard on me all with little or no med-
ical help. I also returned in hopes of obtain-
ing employment that will position me to be
gainfully employed for the next 15 to 20
years. I am supporting my two grandchildren
both are aspergers and my son while he tries
to gain a degree of his own. I see no possi-
bility of retiring before I die. I also see no
possibility of paying off my education before
I die. When I started my education I could
justify the cost, but I have seen it going up
yearly to the point I see no way of paying for
it now, especially if interest rates continue
to climb. I cannot conceive how the young
people will be able to repay their debts. I am
very concerned for them. The burden this
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will place on them as they go forward is
heartbreaking.

This is the story the Presiding Offi-
cer hears in Anchorage, in Fairbanks,
in Nome. I hear it in Toledo. I hear it
in Lima. I hear it in Mansfield. I hear
it in Sandusky. It is incumbent upon
us—it is a moral question—not to load
more debt on these young people so
they can develop their talents in a way
that not only will help them individ-
ually, not only will help their families
but will help our society prosper.

We know what the GI bill did in the
1940s and 1950s and 1960s. It not only
helped millions of service men and
women and their families, it also lifted
the prosperity of the United States of
America. We owe this generation no
less than that.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MANCHIN). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF ANDREW DAVID
HURWITZ, OF ARIZONA, TO BE
UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE
FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent to proceed to executive
session to consider Calendar No. 607,
the nomination of Andrew David
Hurwitz, of the State of Arizona, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the
Ninth Circuit.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Andrew David Hurwitz, of Ar-
izona, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Ninth Circuit.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. I send a cloture motion to
the desk with respect to that nomina-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Andrew David Hurwitz, of Arizona, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the 9th Cir-
cuit.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Al
Franken, Daniel K. Inouye, Bill Nelson,
Amy Klobuchar, Jeff Bingaman, Mi-
chael F. Bennet, Herb Kohl, Patty Mur-
ray, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Tom Udall,
Richard Blumenthal, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Sheldon Whitehouse, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Mark Begich.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum under rule
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XXII be waived; that at 4:30 p.m. on
Monday, June 11, there be up to 60 min-
utes of debate on the motion to invoke
cloture on the nomination, equally di-
vided between the two leaders, or their
designees; that upon the use or yield-
ing back of time, the Senate vote on
the motion to invoke cloture on the
nomination; further, that if cloture is
not invoked on the nomination, the
Senate resume legislative session and
the motion to proceed to S. 3240 be
agreed to at 2:15 p.m., Tuesday, June
12; finally, if cloture is invoked, that
upon disposition of the Hurwitz nomi-
nation, the Senate resume legislative
session and the motion to proceed to S.
3240 be agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that we now resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that we proceed to a period of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

TRIBUTE TO WARREN B. LEWIS III

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I want to
honor the life of Investigator Warren
““Sneak’ B. Lewis III of the Nash Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. On June 9, 2011, In-
vestigator Lewis’ life was cut short
when he was fatally wounded while at-
tempting to apprehend a fugitive want-
ed for murder in Kinston, N.C. I want
to take a moment to remember him as
we near the anniversary of his death.

Investigator Lewis began his career
in law enforcement in 2002, when he
joined the Nash County Sheriff’s Office
as a deputy. Through his hard work
and dedication, he was promoted to In-
vestigator where he first served with
the Narcotics Division and was later
assigned to the U.S. Marshals Service’s
Eastern District of North Carolina Vio-
lent Fugitive Task Force. On this as-
signment, Investigator Lewis helped
the Task Force with the difficult and
important work of locating and arrest-
ing fugitives throughout eastern North
Carolina.

Investigator Lewis was dedicated to
protecting the people of North Caro-
lina, and today we remember him as he
gave his life in service to our State. I
want his wife Shannon Lewis, daugh-
ters Lauren and Ashley Lewis, father
Warren Lewis, and mother Ann Lewis
to know that my thoughts and prayers
are with them on this day. I know that
Investigator Lewis will be forever
missed, and his service and sacrifice
will not be forgotten.
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REMEMBERING JOHN D. WRAY

e Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor a former Tuskegee Uni-
versity professor whose efforts to sup-
port this country during the First
World War, with the help of the hard-
working young people he recruited for
agricultural clubs, have gone largely
unacknowledged until recently.

After the TUnited States entered
World War I in April of 1917, Professor
John D. Wray left his position at
Tuskegee University and relocated to
North Carolina to aid in the war effort.
As a professor specializing in agricul-
tural science, Wray utilized his unique
skills to help grow food for service-
members fighting abroad. He partnered
with Black county agents to organize
and encourage African-American farm-
ers’ children to join agricultural clubs,
which became known as the Saturday
Service League. Wray even created a
newspaper, the Rural Messenger, which
was advertised as ‘‘the only Negro farm
journal in the world.”

In the first issue, Wray wrote that
the children ‘“‘were told why they
should engage in this work as a nec-
essary defense for their country; that
they could greatly assist by growing
food to feed the boys who had gone to
the trenches.” In just 1 year’s time,
Wray had increased participation in
North Carolina agricultural clubs ten-
fold, growing enrollment from 1,400 to
more than 14,000. The Saturday Service
League produced more than 17,000
chickens, 30,000 eggs, 23,000 pounds of
pork, 700 bushels of wheat, 500 bushels
of peas, 1,800 bushels of peanuts, 32
bales of cotton, 45,000 bushels of corn,
and 700 bushels of potatoes in a single
year.

Even after the war ended in 1919,
many of the youth were inspired by
Wray’s patriotism and continued to
work in the clubs to help feed the hun-
gry and displaced peoples of Europe. By
World War II, the clubs were nick-
named the ‘“Victory Volunteers.”

Born in 1889, Wray grew up on a to-
bacco farm near Durham and moved to
Greensboro, NC, to attend the Agricul-
tural and Technical College, where he
received his degree in agricultural
science. There he met his wife and de-
veloped a passion for community orga-
nizing. Utilizing the agricultural skills
he learned at the college, Wray taught
the youth he organized modern farming
techniques that increased yields 10
times over, actively improving the
utility of each farmer he encountered.
In 1915, the North Carolina Agricul-
tural Experiment Station offered him a
job with a salary of $1,200 per year,
making him the first African-American
agent for the North Carolina Extension
Service. He also became an advocate
for young Black men who were mis-
treated while serving their country in
military service.

While many wartime stories focused
on the front lines of combat, it is
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equally important to recognize Ameri-
cans who worked to support them. Pro-
fessor John D. Wray knew exactly what
he could do to maximize his support for
the United States in one of our great-
est times of need. I learned of Professor
Wray through his granddaughter, Kath-
ryn Green, who now resides in Denver,
CO. She and her family take great
pride in his contributions to our Na-
tion’s war effort during World War I. I
join them and all Americans today in
offering our gratitude and thanks to
Professor Wray’s outstanding commit-
ment to country, community, and the
agricultural sciences.®

——
TRIBUTE TO CHUCK LANGE

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor Chuck Lange, who re-
cently retired as the executive director
of the Arkansas Sheriff’s Association
after more than two decades of service
at the ASA and a lifetime of dedication
to safety and law enforcement.

As executive director of ASA, Chuck
worked for the sheriffs of Arkansas but
he shared his expertise in law enforce-
ment with many more people. Chuck’s
passion for law enforcement and the
lessons he learned at the University of
Arkansas, the Southwest Texas State’s
Crime Prevention Institution, and the
FBI National Academy benefitted Ar-
kansans during his 43 years in law en-
forcement and security-related serv-
ices.

Chuck’s professional achievements
are far-reaching and his accomplish-
ments continue far beyond the office.
He passed along his decades of law en-
forcement knowledge to others. As a
volunteer, Chuck conducts training
sessions for rape victim advocates,
earning him accolades from Rape Cri-
sis, Inc. Having also taught women’s
self-defense classes, it is evident that
Chuck has a true commitment to mak-
ing sure Arkansans understand how to
protect themselves and stay safe.

Chuck shares his strong commitment
to law enforcement as a member of sev-
eral boards and task forces including
the Arkansas Law Enforcement Memo-
rial Board; executive board at the
Criminal Justice Institute; Arkansas
Coalition Against Domestic Violence
Board; Governor’s Strategic Preven-
tion Framework Advisory Board and
Governor’s Task Force on After School
Programs.

I congratulate Chuck Lange for his
outstanding achievements and success
in law enforcement and I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring him on
his retirement. I wish him continued
success in his future endeavors. We are
all grateful for his years of service and
leadership to Arkansas.e

REMEMBERING KATIE BECKETT

e Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to the cour-
age of Katie Beckett, whose recent
passing bids us pause to remember the
challenges faced by families with chil-
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dren with long-term care needs, and
the support we can provide to them.

Katie and her family will forever be
known as heroes who fought for fair
Medicaid benefits for every child. Be-
fore their advocacy work, Medicaid did
not cover at-home treatment for chil-
dren with disabilities or special health
care needs. As a child suffering from
viral encephalitis, Katie was forced to
live in a hospital in order to receive
treatment under Medicaid. Her mother
went to work lobbying on behalf of
Katie and other children in the same
situation. As a result of her efforts,
President Reagan passed a waiver that
would allow children on Medicaid the
option to receive medical care in their
homes.

To this day, the waiver—which is re-
ferred to as the ‘“‘Katie Beckett Waiv-
er’—enhances the quality of life of
thousands of children across the Na-
tion, including many in my home State
of Rhode Island.

Caroline Friedman of Portsmouth, RI
weighed 2 pounds, 15 ounces when she
was born. In order to survive, Caroline
must receive cardiac medicine through
a central line in her heart. Because of
the Katie Beckett Waiver, Caroline re-
ceives her life-sustaining treatment
outside of the hospital. She is now 9
years old, and is living a full life at-
tending school, joining Girl Scouts,
and even taking karate classes.

Because of the Katie Beckett Waiver,
Jacob Vandal of Little Compton, RI,
who suffers from a rare genetic dis-
order, was able to receive home-based
therapy services. Receiving this treat-
ment at home made a huge difference
to his developmental progress. Now,
Jacob is a well-adjusted 27 year old
who works in a supported employment
program—something his parents say
would not have been possible without
the at-home care afforded to him by
the Katie Beckett Waiver.

Katie Beckett and her family paved
the way for Caroline, Jacob, and so
many others like them to receive their
treatment at home with their family,
where they most wanted to be. I know
these individuals and their families
will be forever grateful for the dif-
ference the Beckett family has made to
their lives. On behalf of all Rhode Is-
landers, I extend my heartfelt condo-
lences to the Beckett family for their
loss.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and withdrawals which were referred to
the appropriate committees.
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