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H.R. 2764. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to establish weapons of
mass destruction intelligence and informa-
tion sharing functions of the Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis of the Department of
Homeland Security and to require dissemi-
nation of information analyzed by the De-
partment to entities with responsibilities re-
lating to homeland security, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 3140. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to direct the Secretary
of Homeland Security to prioritize the as-
signment of officers and analysts to certain
State and urban area fusion centers to en-
hance the security of mass transit systems.

H.R. 3310. An act to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to consolidate the re-
porting obligations of the Federal Commu-
nications Commission in order to improve
congressional oversight and reduce reporting
burdens.

H.R. 3670. An act to require the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to comply
with the Uniformed Services Employment
and Reemployment Rights Act.

H.R. 4041. An act to amend the Export En-
hancement Act of 1988 to further enhance the
promotion of exports of United States goods
and services, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4201. An act to amend the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to provide
for the protection of child custody arrange-
ments for parents who are members of the
Armed Forces.

H.R. 5512. An act to amend title 28, United
States Code, to realign divisions within two
judicial districts.

H.R. 5651. An act to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to revise and
extend the user-fee programs for prescription
drugs and for medical devices, to establish
user-fee programs for generic drugs and
biosimilars, and for other Purposes.

The message also announced that the
House agrees to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 5740) to extend
the National Flood Insurance Program,
and for other purposes.

——————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 915. An act to establish a Border En-
forcement Security Task Force program to
enhance border security by fostering coordi-
nated efforts among Federal, State, and
local border and law enforcement officials to
protect United States border cities and com-
munities from trans-national crime, includ-
ing violence associated with drug traf-
ficking, arms smuggling, illegal alien traf-
ficking and smuggling, violence, and kidnap-
ping along and across the international bor-
ders of the United States, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 1299. An act to achieve operational
control of and improve security at the inter-
national land borders of the United States,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

H.R. 2764. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to establish weapons of
mass destruction intelligence and informa-
tion sharing functions of the Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis of the Department of
Homeland Security and to require dissemi-
nation of information analyzed by the De-
partment to entities with responsibilities re-
lating to homeland security, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.
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H.R. 3140. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to direct the Secretary
of Homeland Security to prioritize the as-
signment of officers and analysts to certain
State and urban area fusion centers to en-
hance the security of mass transit systems;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 3310. An act to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to consolidate the re-
porting obligations of the Federal Commu-
nications Commission in order to improve
congressional oversight and reduce reporting
burdens; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

H.R. 3670. An act to require the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to comply
with the Uniformed Services Employment
and Reemployment Rights Act; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

H.R. 4041. An act to amend the Export En-
hancement Act of 1988 to further enhance the
promotion of exports of United States goods
and services, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

H.R. 4201. An act to amend the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to provide
for the protection of child custody arrange-
ments for parents who are members of the
Armed Forces; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

H.R. 5512. An act to amend title 28, United
States Code, to realign divisions within two
judicial districts; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following joint resolution was
read the second time, and placed on the
calendar:

S.J. Res. 41. Joint resolution expressing
the sense of Congress regarding the nuclear
program of the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 5651. An act to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to revise and
extend the user-fee programs for prescription
drugs and for medical devices, to establish
user-fee programs for generic drugs and
biosimilars, and for other purposes.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-90. A joint Memorial adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Idaho urging the
President and Congress to award the Medal
of honor to an Idaho native and Army vet-
eran; to the Committee on Armed Services.

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 7

We, your Memorialists, the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate of the State of
Idaho assembled in the Second Regular Ses-
sion of the Sixty-first Idaho Legislature, do
hereby respectfully represent that:

Whereas, on May 15, 2005, Idaho native
Army Sergeant Chris Tschida and the three
crew members of his tank were patrolling
route ‘‘Michigan” between Ramadi and
Fallujah in the Al Anbar Province of Iraq
while conducting operations under Operation
Iraqi Freedom; and

Whereas, Sgt. Tschida, along with his load-
er, were standing watch in the gun turret,
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watching for enemy activity while the tank
driver and a Lieutenant were inside the tank
preparing for a mission later that night. The
loader shifted his body and accidentally
knocked his water bottle down inside the
tank and while lowering himself inside the
tank to pick up the water, an insurgent used
the opportunity to attack by throwing two
enemy grenades inside the tank; and

Whereas, Sgt. Tschida could hear the gre-
nades fall in the tank and instantly found
one, yelling ‘‘grenade!’”’ to his crew members
while retrieving one grenade to put into the
tank’s breach to absorb the blast. In this
process, the grenade exploded and amputated
Sgt. Tschida’s left hand. Moments later the
second grenade exploded inside the tank, se-
verely wounding Sgt. Tschida and two of the
other crew members; and

Whereas, still conscious, Sgt. Tschida
began assessing the damage inside the tank,
but was unable to see because of the smoke
and fire caused by the grenade. Sgt. Tschida
attempted to key the microphone on his
radio to call for support and report the
enemy attack when he noticed his left hand
was missing. Sgt. Tschida wrapped the
stump of his hand into his shirt and began
checking the status of his tank and fellow
soldiers. At first glance Sgt. Tschida saw his
Lieutenant slumped over and unconscious
with his head resting on the .50 caliber sight.
The Lieutenant was bleeding heavily from
his eye socket and appeared to be dead; and

Whereas, Sgt. Tschida then noticed his
loader, hanging half-way out of the tank’s
turret, missing both legs from the knees
down. Sgt. Tschida shook his Lieutenant to
see if he was alive, at which time the Lieu-
tenant let out a gasp of air that confirmed
he was not dead; and

Whereas, an evaluation of the tank also
confirmed the ammunition bay had been
busted open from the grenade blast and the
tank ammunition was at risk of catching fire
and exploding. Knowing he and his fellow
soldiers were not safe inside the tank, Sgt.
Tschida pulled himself out of the hatch and
then began pulling his loader out of the
tank. Once his loader was safely out of the
tank, Sgt. Tschida began pulling his Lieu-
tenant out of the commander’s hatch of the
tank. Once both soldiers were safely out of
the tank, Sgt. Tschida began administering
first aid by tying a tourniquet on both of the
loader’ s legs and by stuffing a field bandage
inside of the eye socket of the Lieutenant to
stop the bleeding from his head; and

Whereas, while caring for both soldiers,
Sgt. Tschida did a security check of his area.
At this time an enemy insurgent, believed to
be the one who attacked Sgt. Tschida’ s
tank, engaged Sgt. Tschida while he was ad-
ministering first aid to his fellow soldiers.
Sgt. Tschida was able to repel the enemy as-
sault with his M9 service pistol, killing the
hostile force; and

Whereas, knowing they were in imminent
danger, Sgt. Tschida attempted to get the
driver of the tank to respond to his com-
mands, but the soldier was in shock and un-
responsive. After beating on the hatch and
pleading with the driver to respond, the driv-
er opened the driver ’s hatch and began re-
ceiving commands from Sgt. Tschida. At this
time, Sgt. Tschida commanded the driver to
return them and the tank with its munitions
back to the nearest security gate to get help.
Sgt. Tschida then shielded both soldiers with
his body on the surface of the tank until
they arrived at a safe location; and

Whereas, all four crew members, including
Sgt. Tschida, survived the injuries they sus-
tained on May 15, 2005, and the tank was re-
turned and repaired for future use. To this
day, Sgt. Chris T'schida has not received rec-
ognition or accolades for his heroism and
steadfast leadership on May 15, 2005. Now,
therefore, be it
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