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I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Cody for all
of the fine work he has done and wish
him continued success in the years to
come.®

———————

TRIBUTE TO RACHEL SCHMIDT

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Rachel Schmidt, an intern in
my Washington, DC, office, for all the
hard work she has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota
over the past several months.

Rachel is a graduate of Marion High
School, in Marion, SD. Currently, she
is attending the University of South
Dakota, where she is studying prelaw.
She is a hard worker who has been
dedicated to getting the most out of
her internship experience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Rachel for
all the fine work she has done and wish
her continued success in the years to
come.®

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13338 OF MAY 11, 2004, WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE BLOCKING OF
PROPERTY OF CERTAIN PER-
SONS AND PROHIBITION OF EX-
PORTATION AND RE-EXPOR-
TATION OF CERTAIN GOODS TO
SYRIA—PM 47

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency, unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the
actions of the Government of Syria de-
clared in Executive Order 13338 of May
11, 2004, as modified in scope and relied
upon for additional steps taken in Ex-
ecutive Order 13399 of April 25, 2006, Ex-
ecutive Order 13460 of February 13, 2008,
Executive Order 13572 of April 29, 2011,
Executive Order 13573 of May 18, 2011,
Executive Order 13582 of August 17,
2011, Executive Order 13606 of April 22,
2012, and Executive Order 13608 of May
1, 2012, is to continue in effect beyond
May 11, 2012.

While the Syrian regime has reduced
the number of foreign fighters bound
for Iraq, the regime’s own brutality

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

and repression of its citizens who have
been calling for freedom and a rep-
resentative government endangers not
only the Syrian people themselves, but
could yield greater instability through-
out the region. The Syrian regime’s ac-
tions and policies, including obstruct-
ing the Lebanese government’s ability
to function effectively, pursuing chem-
ical and biological weapons, and sup-
porting terrorist organizations, con-
tinue to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the
United States. For these reasons, I
have determined that it is necessary to
continue in effect the national emer-
gency declared with respect to this
threat and to maintain in force the
sanctions to address this national
emergency.

In addition, the United States con-
demns the Asad regime’s use of brutal
violence and human rights abuses and
calls on the Asad regime to step aside
and immediately begin a transition in
Syria to a political process that will
forge a credible path to a future of
greater freedom, democracy, oppor-
tunity, and justice. The United States
will consider changes in the composi-
tion, policies, and actions of the Gov-
ernment of Syria in determining
whether to continue or terminate this
national emergency in the future.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 9, 2012.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 1:32 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

S. 1302. An act to authorize the Adminis-
trator of General Services to convey a parcel
of real property in Tracy, California, to the
City of Tracy.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. INOUYE).

At 6:08 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2072. An act to reauthorize the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States, and
for other purposes.

———————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 2072. An act to reauthorize the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States, and
for other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
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accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-6004. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Rural Housing Service, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Commu-
nity Facility Loans” (RIN0575-AC78) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
May 2, 2012; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-6005. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel, Office of the General
Counsel, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, (3) three reports
relative to vacancies in the Department of
Agriculture received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on May 4, 2012; to the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-6006. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Procurement and Property
Management, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Guidelines for the Transfer
of Excess Computers or Other Technical
Equipment Pursuant to Section 14220 of the
2008 Farm Bill” (RIN0599-AA13) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
May 7, 2012; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-6007. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘1-Naphthaleneacetic acid; Pesticide
Tolerances” (FRL No. 9346-9) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on May
8, 2012; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-6008. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘““‘Ametoctradin; Pesticide Tolerances’
(FRL No. 9339-7) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 8, 2012; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-6009. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled “‘a-(p-Nonylphenol)-w-
hydroxypoly(oxyethylene) Sulfate and Phos-
phate Esters; Exemption from the Require-
ment of a Tolerance’” (FRL No. 9340-2) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 8, 2012; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-6010. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled “a-[p-(1,1,3,3-
Tetramethylbutyl)phenyl]-u-
hydroxypoly(oxyethylene); Exemption from
the Requirement of a Tolerance’ (FRL No.
9340-1) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on May 8, 2012; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

EC-6011. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Procurement and Acquisition
Policy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion Supplement: Order of Application for
Modifications”  ((RIN0750-AH56) (DFARS
Case 2012-D002)) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on May 1, 2012; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-6012. A communication from the Acting
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and
Readiness), transmitting the report of two
(2) officers authorized to wear the insignia of
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