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Middle East is experiencing rapid changes.
These rapid changes bring hope for the ex-
pansion of democracy but also great chal-
lenges to the national security of the United
States and our allies in the region, particularly
Israel. H.R. 4133 reaffirms the United States
commitment to Israel and the establishment of
a peaceful relationship between Israel and
Palestine.

| urge my colleagues to vote for this bill,
which expresses support for our strongest
Middle Eastern ally and is a matter of national
security for both Israel and the United States.

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | am an un-
wavering supporter of Israel, therefore | speak
today more in sorrow than in anger. | first
want to express my esteem for my friend, the
gentleman from Maryland Mr. HOYER. | would
like to support his legislation, H.R. 4133, the
United States-Israel Enhanced Security Co-
operation Act of 2012, but it is impossible for
me to do so. As one who has consistently
supported the freedom, independence and se-
curity of the State of Israel since | was first
sworn into this great body, | am deeply sad-
dened at the way this matter is being handled.

There is much in this legislation which is
good but there is much which is unwise and
could lead us down a dark and difficult road.
| fear this legislation is drawn so that it could
be considered as a blueprint for going to war
with Iran. What are the limits on U.S. commit-
ments under this legislation? | can find none
in H.R. 4133, and this troubles me greatly.
How would this impact our diplomatic efforts,
and our negotiations to halt Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram? Would this result in increased strife and
instability in the Middle East?

The answers to these questions remain un-
clear because there have been no legislative
hearings on this matter, no factual record, and
no committee report to consider. Everyone in
this chamber agrees that allowing Iran to ob-
tain a nuclear weapon is unacceptable and
that we should take every action to prevent
such an outcome. However, this does not
mean that we should rush to vote on this leg-
islation, which has never been considered in
committee and could have grave con-
sequences for our national security, especially
as our diplomats are engaged in the most deli-
cate of negotiations.

Experience comes from learning from one’s
mistakes. | made a blunder when | voted for
the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, which was hur-
ried and rushed through the House, and |
vowed never to make the same error again.
Many members of this body also made a simi-
lar mistake when this Congress voted to go to
war with Iraq based on faulty intelligence. The
international community is scheduled to have
direct discussions and negotiations with Iran
on the nuclear issue at the end of the month.
At the very least we should wait to see the
progress of those talks before issuing the
edicts contained in this legislation today.

Matters of war and national security should
be considered in all due diligence, and not be
rushed to the floor without the proper consid-
eration. | urge everyone to take a step back
and consider what we are voting on, hold the
proper hearings, and have a truly deliberative
process before we rush off to another war
which our Nation can ill afford.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise in support of H.R. 4133, the
United States-Israel Enhanced Security Co-
operation Act. This bipartisan resolution reaf-
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firms the American people’s enduring and
close relationship with the State of Israel, our
partner in peace and prosperity in the Middle
East.

This bill performs three main functions:

One, expresses the sense of Congress that
the U.S. should take actions to assist the de-
fense of Israel with advanced missile defense
systems and intelligence sharing to improve
counterterrorism and to protect it against Iran’s
growing nuclear threat.

Two, requires the President to submit re-
ports to Congress on the status of Israel’s mili-
tary edge in light of current trends and political
instability in the region.

Three, extends the Administration’s authority
to provide loan guarantees to Israel through
FY2015. The current loan guarantee program,
begun in 2003, has served both nations well.
Israel has never defaulted on its loans and the
Congressional Budget Office has scored this
provision at no cost.

Madam Speaker, | have been to Israel on
many occasions, most recently last summer.
Every time | have an opportunity to visit, | am
reminded of the close ties between our two
nations and the strong affinity and apprecia-
tion the Israeli people have towards the Amer-
ican people’s friendship and support.

My time in Israel has also served as a re-
minder of the dangerous world that the people
of Israel face on a daily basis, from rocket at-
tacks from Hezbollah and Hamas, to threats of
nuclear attack by lIran, to suicide bombings
within their own cities and neighborhoods.

It is important that this Chamber say with a
strong, unified voice that we stand with Israel
during these difficult times.

As co-chair of the Democratic Israel Work-
ing Group, | call on Members from both sides
of the aisle to vote in support of this bipartisan
resolution.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, the
United States-Israel Enhanced Security Co-
operation Act, embodied in H.R. 4133, is an-
other expression of the American commitment
to our friend and ally, Israel. This commitment
is already clear and unequivocal. No ally re-
ceives stronger assurances of support or more
money over a sustained period of time.

This resolution, however, is a missed oppor-
tunity for Congress to show support for a com-
prehensive and balanced approached to Mid-
dle East Peace and Israeli security. No
amount of American military assistance will
fully compensate for the lack of a productive
and effective peace process.

A true statement of enhanced security and
cooperation would at least reference the
United States’ long standing expectation that
Israel commit to dealing with theit illegal settle-
ments. Omissions such as these do no one a
service because, ultimately, they will have to
be a part of any lasting solution.

The Obama administration has succeeded
in creating an unprecedented coalition to im-
pose the most aggressive sanctions on lIran,
ever. The increasing impact of these sanctions
and the significance of this broad coalition is
a critical development and is a critical part of
our security endeavors on which H.R. 4133 is
strangely silent.

This fixation on a military response, ignoring
some serious deficiencies in the Israeli ap-
proach, and not recognizing the important de-
velopments on Iran has turned this bill into an-
other missed opportunity.

As much as | agree with some of the resolu-
tion overall, | fear it was inadequate and not
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particularly helpful towards building a stronger
and more secure Israel in the long-term. There
is no excuse for Congress not doing better
and as a result, | voted “present” on H.R.
4133.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
MILLER of Michigan). The question is
on the motion offered by the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROSS-
LEHTINEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4133, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that when
the House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 2072, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 4133, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The re-
maining electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 5-minute vote.

———

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2012

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2072) to reauthorize the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States,
and for other purposes, as amended, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
GARY G. MILLER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, as
amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 330, nays 93,
not voting 8, as follows:

[Roll No. 224]

YEAS—330
Ackerman Amodei Bachus
Aderholt Andrews Baldwin
Alexander Austria Barletta
Altmire Baca Barrow
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