H2144

native lands by not providing this au-
thority to tribal nations.

I urge my Republican colleagues to
work together with House Democrats
to craft a truly bipartisan update of
VAWA.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 5 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. FLEISCHMANN) at noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day. Lead us this day
in Your ways that our Nation might be
guided along the roads of peace, jus-
tice, and goodwill.

Grant strength and wisdom to our
Speaker and the Members of both the
people’s House and the Senate, to our
President and his Cabinet, and to our
Supreme Court.

Bless as well the moral and military
leaders of our country, and may those
who are the captains of business, indus-
try, and unions learn to work together
toward the mutual benefit of all, walk-
ing in the ways of righteousness and
working for the highest good of our be-
loved land.

Grant us the courage to develop a
sound energy program for the good of
all, and may our people respond with
willing hearts to make that program
work.

Bless us this day and every day, and
may all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor
and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New York (Mr. HIG-
GINS) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. HIGGINS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

S. 1789. An act to improve, sustain, and
transform the United States Postal Service.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 5 of title I of divi-
sion H of Public Law 110-161, the Chair,
on behalf of the Vice President, ap-
points the following Senator as Vice
Chairman of the TU.S.-Japan Inter-
parliamentary Group conference for
the One Hundred Twelfth Congress:

The Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI).

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————
YUCCA REPOSITORY BILL
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, in 2002, Yucca Mountain was
approved as the location for our Na-
tion’s nuclear repository, which was
previously authorized by Congress in
1987. In 2010, sadly, the President
placed party politics over the interests
of the American people and began the
wasteful process of stopping the
project.

Consumers in South Carolina have
paid over $1.3 billion for the establish-
ment of a national nuclear repository
at Yucca Mountain. In order to estab-
lish accountability and to protect the
people living in the Second Congres-
sional District of South Carolina, I
have introduced the Yucca Utilization
to Control Contamination Act. This
bill gives the administration two op-
tions: first, certify the Yucca Mountain
project or, second, face fines to reim-
burse consumers across the Nation who
have paid for its opening.

The President constantly talks about
fairness. It is only fair that the people
of South Carolina receive the services
they have already paid for with hard-
working taxpayer dollars promoting
jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

PATIENTS DESERVE CHOICE

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. CHU. Patients deserve choice
when selecting the right prescriptions
and pharmacies for them, but powerful,
unregulated middlemen, Kknown as
pharmacy benefit managers, or PBMs,
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are limiting their options, and most
people don’t even know it.

These companies are telling doctors
what drugs they can prescribe, limiting
access to pharmacy patient care, and
they’re telling customers what phar-
macies they can go to. That’s not fair
to patients. With the pending merger of
two of the biggest PBMs, one company
will control three-quarters of the pri-
vate insurance market. This leaves us
with even less competition, higher
prices, and fewer choices.

That’s why I support the Medicare
Pharmacy Transparency and Fair Au-
diting Act. This bill will ensure that
PBMs are transparent and fair when
dealing with local pharmacies, and it
will help make sure the Medicare part
D prescription program works for sen-
iors. It will be an important step in
protecting pharmacy choice for pa-
tients.

——————

SUGAR REFORM

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, last week,
liberal MSNBC host Ed Schultz found
himself agreeing with the Heritage
Foundation and Mitt Romney. What
issue could possibly unite liberals and
conservatives? The answer is: sugar re-
form.

You see, sugar farmers and sugar
processors benefit from a Federal sugar
program that fixes prices and guaran-
tees their profits. Indeed, Schultz
noted that one of the biggest proc-
essors, American Crystal Sugar, makes
$1.5 billion in revenue and pays its CEO
$2.4 million a year in compensation.

While Schultz is, probably, mostly
concerned about a labor dispute be-
tween American Crystal and its work-
ers, I hope he will also consider the
many other workers in sugar-using in-
dustries. The Federal program inflates
the price of sugar in the U.S., placing
American sugar users at a severe dis-
advantage to their foreign competi-
tion. In the last 15 years, more than
100,000 workers in sugar-using indus-
tries have lost their jobs.

I've been proud to work with Con-
gressman DANNY DAVIS to reform this
program and to make it fair for every-
one. Democrats and Republicans, lib-
erals and conservatives agree that the
government shouldn’t be guaranteeing
corporate profits at the expense of
workers and consumers. I hope the Ag
Committee will reform the sugar pro-
gram as we deal with the farm bill.

———

HORSE SLAUGHTER

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today about a serious issue: horse
slaughter.

A recent poll confirms what many of
us already know: 80 percent of Amer-
ican voters are opposed to slaughtering
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