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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in recognition of Israel Independence Day.
Sixty-four years ago, after 2,000 years in exile,
the Jewish people declared their independ-
ence and established a nation in their ancient
and sacred homeland.

Since then, the Israeli people have devel-
oped a vibrant democracy, a vigorous econ-
omy, a dynamic cultural life, and an admirable
commitment to the environment.

In the Jewish tradition, even joyous occa-
sions are mixed with sorrow, to honor past
history and to acknowledge the debt owed to
those who came before us.

| have always admired the confluence of
Israel Independence Day with Remembrance
Day, when the day before the celebration of
independence lIsraelis stop to remember their
fallen soldiers, and those who gave their lives
in service to the nation. It is a reminder of the
heavy price of freedom, and of the burden on
future generations to uphold the ideals for
which Israel’s sons and daughters gave their
lives.

Beyond the conflicts that seem to dominate
the news, Israel has made extraordinary
achievements in every field imaginable. From
agriculture and medicine to environmental sus-
tainability and literature, Israelis offer a steady
stream of improvements to global challenges.

One of my most memorable visits to Israel
was to a desalinization plant in Ashkelon,
where | saw firsthand how Israel deals with
some of the same water challenges that con-
front South Florida. This is just one example
of how the close relationship between our two
countries benefits both Israelis and Americans.

Israel Independence Day is a celebration of
renewal, and this year Israelis have much to
be proud of in the remarkable nation they built
from the desert. For 64 years Israel has stood
as a symbol of hope for millions of people
around the world. For 64 years lIsrael has
modeled a society where determination and
passion, and an emphasis on social progress
and education, can build a productive nation.

Mr. Speaker, | have been to Israel 14 times
as a Member of Congress, and every time |
go | encounter ordinary citizens and govern-
ment officials alike who are genuinely dedi-
cated to living up to the ideals of Israel’s inde-
pendence. | am always impressed by the
Israelis’ intense desire to persevere. Israel de-
serves to be secure and prosperous, to live in
peace with its neighbors, and to live free from
fear and violence.
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Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Dr. Herbert Dardik, the
Chief of Vascular Surgery at Englewood Hos-
pital, in recognition of his designation as hon-
oree at the Englewood Hospital’'s 2012 Gala.
For more than 50 years, Dr. Dardik has dem-
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onstrated his abiding commitment to Engle-
wood Hospital and to its patients.

He served with distinction as Chief of Sur-
gery from 1984-1995 and from 2000-2011,
playing an instrumental role in establishing the
surgical program’s outstanding record of ex-
cellence. During his tenure, Dr. Dardik led pio-
neering efforts in the field of vascular surgery,
developing new techniques to facilitate carotid
artery surgery and the umbilical cord vein vas-
cular graft, used worldwide to prevent gan-
grene and salvage lower limbs. He founded
the Vascular Fellowship Program in 1978 and
has trained generations of world-class vas-
cular surgeons.

Today, Dr. Dardik serves as Chief of Vas-
cular Surgery and as Senior Medical Director
of the Hospital's Institute for Patient Blood
Management and Bloodless Medicine and
Surgery. He lives in Tenafly with his wife
Janet.

Mr. Speaker, today | rise to honor the re-
markable career of Dr. Herbert Dardik, whose
tireless efforts have benefited patients every-
where. | join with the grateful guests of the
Englewood Hospital Gala, and all of my con-
stituents in northern New Jersey, in thanking
him for his innumerable contributions to the
good health of our community.
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Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to pay tribute to a proven and respected lead-
er and my Soror, Marsha Lewis Brown, the
17th Director of the South Atlantic Region of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. She has
honored Alpha Kappa Alpha with her sterling
commitment for the last 38 years.

Marsha Lewis Brown has served as Presi-
dent, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer,
and Parliamentarian in her home chapter,
Gamma Theta Omega, located in Tampa,
Florida. In all of these positions she has
served with dignity, grace and fortitude. Soror
Brown has been the recipient of many Alpha
Kappa Alpha accolades including, Soror of the
Year, Soror in the Spotlight, President Meri-
torious, and most notably the Chapter Leader-
ship Award.

Marsha Lewis Brown has had an impressive
tenure with Alpha Kappa Alpha. She was
awarded the 2004 Margaret Davis Bowen Out-
standing Alumna Soror of the South Atlantic
Regional Conference award. She has been at
the helm of many committees including, Chair-
man of the South Atlantic Regional Heritage
Committee from 2006 to 2010, a four-year
chairmanship of the South Atlantic Regional
Standards Committee, a four-year chairman-
ship of the South Atlantic Regional Leadership
Development Committee, and 1999 General
Conference Chairman for the South Atlantic
Regional Conference in Orlando, Florida. She
also served four years as a member of the
Alpha Kappa Alpha International Standards
Committee.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud that such an ener-
getic, gifted and dedicated Soror is following in
my footsteps and joins the ranks of so many
other distinguished Regional Directors from
the great State of Florida. Soror Marsha Lewis
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Brown is an exemplary member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. | honor her today
for her leadership as she continues to inspire
and motivate the women of the South Atlantic
Regional Conference.

——
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, while
there is a legitimate role for swaps and other
derivatives when it comes to managing risk,
one of the inescapable lessons from the last
economic crisis is the havoc those instruments
can cause when they are insufficiently regu-
lated.

In an effort to make sure the abuses that
led to the Great Recession never happen
again, the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform Act
properly placed these kinds of transactions
under far more meaningful prudential regula-
tion. Just last week, the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission finalized the “swap deal-
er” rule at issue in today’s legislation.

Unfortunately, that final rule—already the
product of compromise at the CFTC—is fur-
ther weakened by the misleadingly named
“Small Business Credit Availability Act” to the
point where its ability to protect the public from
the systemic risk it was originally intended to
prevent is undermined.

For example, we should not let big oil com-
panies speculate in the oil futures markets
without limit or oversight under the guise of
hedging their commercial operations. Further-
more, we should not exempt vast swaths of
our credit and debt markets from prudential
regulation under the CFTC rule. Yet that’s pre-
cisely what this bill proposes to do.

Madam Speaker, we know where this road
leads, and we simply can’t afford to go back
there.

| support smart regulation that permits the
legitimate uses of these instruments for the
benefits they can provide while eliminating the
speculative abuses that can cause the rest of
us so much harm. And that is why | oppose
today’s legislation.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Cristina Meraz
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Cristina Meraz
is a 12th grader at Jefferson Senior High and
received this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Cristina
Meraz is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.
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