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I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day over
Michigan, over Ohio, Illinois and Indi-
ana, with its wicked unemployment
and suffering families, that one day
right there in Michigan, Ohio, Illinois
and Indiana, all of these families will
be able to enjoy full employment, so-
cial and economic justice, and all will
be able to join hands as brothers and
sisters.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day every
valley shall be exalted and every hill
and mountain shall be made low, the
rough places will be made plain and the
crooked places will be made straight
“‘and the glory of the Lord shall be re-
vealed and all flesh shall see it to-
gether.”

This is my hope, and this is the faith
that I go forward with every day.

With this faith, we will be able to
hew out of the mountain of deficits and
debt a stone of economic hope and jus-
tice for all Americans. With this faith,
we will be able to transform the jan-
gling discords of unemployment and
home foreclosures into a beautiful
symphony of full employment and af-
fordable housing. With this faith, we
will be able to work together, to pray
together, to struggle together, to go to
jail together, to stand up for freedom
together, knowing that we will be free
and fully employed one day.

And this will be the day. This will be
the day when all of God’s children will
be able to sing with new meaning:

My country ’tis of thee, sweet land of
liberty, of thee I sing.

Land where my fathers died, land of
the Pilgrim’s pride,

From every mountainside, let free-
dom ring.

And if America is to be a great Na-
tion, this must become true.
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And so let freedom, full employment,
and the right of private and public
workers to organize into unions to pro-
tect their interests ring from the pro-
digious hilltops of New Hampshire. Let
freedom and public education of equal
high quality for all of America’s chil-
dren ring from the mighty mountains
of New York. Let freedom ring and
health care of equal high quality for all
Americans ring from the heightening
Alleghenies of Pennsylvania. Let free-
dom and a clean, safe, and sustainable
environment ring from the snow-
capped Rockies of Colorado. Let free-
dom ring with safe and sanitary and af-
fordable housing from the curvaceous
slopes of California.

But not only that, let freedom and
equal rights for women, for gays and
lesbians ring from Stone Mountain of
Georgia. Let freedom, fair and progres-
sive taxation ring from Lookout Moun-
tain of Tennessee. Let freedom and the
right and the ability to vote ring from
every hill and molehill of Mississippi.
From every mountainside, let freedom,
social and economic justice ring
throughout America.
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And when this happens, when, my
friends, we allow freedom, full employ-
ment, social and economic justice to
ring, when we let it ring from every
village and every hamlet, from every
State and every city, we will be able to
speed up the day when all of God’s chil-
dren, black men, white men, women,
Jews, Gentiles, and Muslims, Protes-
tants and Catholics, gays and
straights, those who are whole and
those who are handicapped, will be able
to join hands and sing in the words of
the old Negro spiritual: Free at last,
free at last, thank God Almighty, we
are free at last.

I want to remind everyone that I just
finished giving my paraphrased version
of what I thought Dr. King might have
said had he been alive today and wit-
nessed this debate, especially in light
of the budget cutting, the insufficient
funds, the bounced check deal that
Congress passed on this day. I tried to
remain as faithful as possible to the
original speech, simply filling in my
own thoughts and ideas in the current
context, but I make no pretense to
have done justice to the original
version.

Again, I urge my friends and my col-
leagues and all those who can hear my
voice to read or reread Dr. King’s “‘I
Have a Dream’ speech at your earliest
convenience.

Mr. Speaker, it is in this speech that
Dr. King delivered the economic sub-
stance of his expectations of Demo-
crats and Republicans in the Congress.
America has issued all of us a bad
check. It has come back marked ‘in-
sufficient funds.” But we refuse to be-
lieve that the great vaults of oppor-
tunity of this Nation are bankrupt. If
we can spend billions of dollars to put
a man on the Moon, if we can spend bil-
lions of dollars on a war in Afghani-
stan, spend billions of dollars on a war
in Iraq, spend tens of millions of dol-
lars per week on a war in Libya, then,
Mr. Speaker, this Congress can find
enough money to put a man on his own
two feet right here in America.

I have not given up on America, and
I hope we don’t give up on America.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

THE NEED FOR SPENDING
CONTROLS

(Mr. DENHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, this
afternoon we took a vote here on this
floor, a vote to protect the economy
while demonstrating a commitment to
reducing our debt—no more budget
tricks, no more accounting gimmicks,
no more empty promises.

You have the right to know the truth
about America’s budget. We have the
responsibility to deliver it. This debate
was done in plain sight. No more auto-
matic deficit or debt balance increases.
This was an opportunity for the Amer-
ican people to not only engage, but to
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cut the size of government. We need
spending controls in place.

We were able to accomplish that here
today because we believe that Wash-
ington isn’t the solution; Washington
is the problem. Which is why we need
not only spending controls, but eco-
nomic freedom through a balanced
budget amendment.

You have heard a lot over the last
several weeks about a balanced ap-
proach. To people in my district, they
understand that a balanced approach
increases taxes on those very job cre-
ators. I would just say, in conclusion,
the economic security that we are
looking for is a balanced budget
amendment.

———
THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HULTGREN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 5, 2011, the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is rec-
ognized for 30 minutes.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, it’s
my privilege to be addressing you here
on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives. It’s always interesting for me to
sit here and listen to the other Mem-
bers deliver their impression of what
goes on and how they envision the fu-
ture, and I enjoyed the gentleman from
Illinois’s presentation, and the gen-
tleman from California, and particu-
larly the gentleman from Arizona, who
came here to talk about the balanced
budget amendment. And so I take that
issue up as we get ready to close out
the evening, and I would like to add
some of the points that I have to this.

That is, when I was first elected to
office, it was in the State senate in
1996, and I believed that if I just simply
made a cogent argument on principle
that it would sway my colleagues over
to my side. I didn’t think it was all
that complicated. It wouldn’t be hard
to talk about balancing the budget,
keeping the spending within our times.
Because, after all, each year govern-
ment always provides more and more
of what people were providing for
themselves the years before. So this
encroachment of government that is
the growth in the nanny state and the
decrease in personal responsibility had
been going along for years back then.
It’s been accelerated in the last few
years.

But the question I'd ask at this point
is: What should government not do?
What is it that is too much for govern-
ment to do? Where should we draw the
line? And as now I am halfway into the
ninth year in this United States Con-
gress, Mr. Speaker, I have been en-
gaged in so many debates and pushed
so many bills and supported and op-
posed so much legislation that I see the
pattern. I see a pattern.

It’s over here on this side, they be-
lieve the government should do every-
thing and that anybody that is invest-
ing their capital and returning an in-
come off of that and making some
money is somehow an evil capitalist,



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-26T16:35:07-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




