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I said—a three-fifths supermajority to
waive the balance, or three-fifths to
raise the debt ceiling, or two-thirds to
exceed the 18 percent GDP cap, or two-
thirds to increase taxes, all of those
things—and it requires the President
also to offer a balanced budget and al-
lows a balanced budget requirement to
be waived if we declare war or a na-
tional emergency that is significant—
those things, if we don’t do those
things, then we end up with perpetual
debt.
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And the people on the other side of
the aisle that debated against a bal-
anced budget amendment completely
convinced me that they never want to
live under a balanced budget amend-
ment unless it is a confiscation of all of
the wealth of this land and put it back
through the money machine here in
Washington. It would suppress the
economy, it would starve and eventu-
ally kill the goose that lays the golden
egg.

So $28 trillion is projected. That’s the
projected national debt in 10 years. The
bill that passed today takes it down to
$26 trillion. Ryan took it to 23, so we
lost a little bit of leverage here today.

But the people on the other side, and
the President has convinced me also,
he never wants to live under a balanced
budget and certainly doesn’t want to
have a Constitution that would order
that that be so.

So what do the American people have
to say about people who are committed
to deficit spending in perpetuity, what
do they think happens, where do they
think America goes if we take our
hands off of the ‘“whoa back” on the
reins and the spending goes on and we
borrow the money to fill all of the
wants of the American people for now.
And what happens to our children and
grandchildren when they have to serv-
ice that debt or when the roof caves in
when no one will loan us money any-
more and we became mega Greece?

This has been an intense debate here
all around this country. It came to a
certain head today. It is a long ways
from over. This is a start. It’s not the
end. It is just a start.

I thank the gentleman from Arizona
for yielding.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman from Iowa.
He happens to be one of my most be-
loved friends in this institution, and he
is a true statesman. Mr. Speaker,
sometimes I think it’s important for us
to examine that word ‘‘statesman.” It’s
often said that a politician looks to the
next election whereas a statesman
looks to the next generation. I so be-
lieve that that’s important in this
place.

We need to realize that, as the older
men around here, as it were, that we
need to plant shade trees under whose
shade we will never sit ourselves. We
need to do those things for the next
generations that will really make the
difference.
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I want to, if I could, relate the time-
less words of one of our Founding Fa-
thers Samuel Adams. He said, ‘“‘Let us
contemplate our forefathers and our
posterity, and resolve to maintain the
rights bequeathed to us from the
former for the sake of the latter. The
necessity of these times, more than
ever, calls for our utmost circumspec-
tion, deliberation, fortitude and perse-
verance.”’

I think so much that those words are
true, Mr. Speaker, because I truly be-
lieve that right now we are about
planting trees under whose shade we
will never sit ourselves.

But I truly believe that if we work
hard in these next few months to pass
this balanced budget amendment, that
we will do great things for this country
and for its people because oftentimes I
find people see the balanced budget
amendment as a way to constrain our
ability to meet the needs of govern-
ment.

Well, the fact is, Mr. Speaker, a bal-
anced budget amendment will do sev-
eral things. First of all, it will not only
help government meet certain needs, it
will help a lot of people no longer need
government because it will expand this
economy, it will help people gain jobs,
it will help people become taxpayers,
and as I said in my earlier comments,
we don’t need more tax increases, we
need more taxpayers, and nothing will
help this government in terms of the
revenue it needs more than that.

But ultimately, a balanced budget
amendment will also cause a debate in
this country as to what is govern-
ment’s role and what is the private sec-
tor’s role because oftentimes the dif-
ference between this country and many
other countries is that our Constitu-
tion changed down government, and
our Constitution tries to magnify the
individual. And, Mr. Speaker, I just
think sometimes we forget what it’s all
about.

I know there is a lot of sincere people
on both sides of the issue. But I would
just say tonight that we have a chance
to move forward from this debate and
realize that our eyes are open now,
that we see the problem. And some-
times there is a moment in the life of
every problem, Mr. Speaker, when it is
big enough to be seen and still small
enough to be solved. And I'm afraid
that that window is closing upon all of
us right now and that we have an op-
portunity to sow the seeds of ultimate
success by putting a balanced budget
amendment in our Constitution by put-
ting it out to the States.

We can’t pass a balanced budget
amendment ourselves. What we can do
is we can put it out to the States and
say you decide. Let the people of this
country decide whether we need a bal-
anced budget amendment or not. If we
will do our part, they will do theirs.

You know Fred Bastiat said many,
many years ago, government is that
great fiction through which everyone
endeavors to live at the expense of ev-
eryone else. And it sounds real good,
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you know, this idea of deficit spending,
this idea of socialized government
sounds real good. But the truth is that
while maybe free enterprise and mar-
ket-driven freedom is sometimes the
unequal distribution of wealth, social-
ism has proven time and time again
across the centuries to be the equal
distribution of poverty.

Nothing has dragged more poor peo-
ple out of poverty for longer periods of
time than freedom and free enterprise,
and the balanced budget amendment
will reinvigorate that in this country,
and it’s time that we had it, and by the
grace of God I hope that we proceed.

I join with my friends on both sides
of the aisle to say it’s time to put this
country back on track to the greatness
that the Founding Fathers dreamed of
so long ago and to understand on our
parts that if we do what we can, that
America’s best days are still ahead.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

——————

I HAVE A DREAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. JACKSON) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, tonight or in the very near future,
I want everyone within the sound of
my voice to read or reread Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s, ‘I Have a Dream”
speech, a speech that I usually refer to
as his ‘“‘insufficient funds or bounced
check’ speech.

I've often thought: I wonder what Dr.
King’s speech would sound like if he
were here today to give it. Well, I'm
not presumptuous enough to pretend
that I know exactly what Dr. King
would say. I really don’t. But I thought
it would be challenging and interesting
to go through his speech, change it as
little as possible, but insert today’s cir-
cumstances and my own thoughts on
how I think Dr. King’s speech might
have sounded if it were given today. So
that’s what I propose to do tonight.
After all, on August 27, we will dedi-
cate the King Memorial here in Wash-
ington, D.C., the day before his historic
anniversary of the ‘I Have a Dream”
speech on August 28.

As my colleagues have now departed
this institution for the August recess
to return to their homes far and near,
I thought it would be especially appro-
priate that the final speech delivered
after this very tumultuous debate
would give reference and reverence to
the extraordinary insight of Martin
Luther King, Jr.

I also thought in light of the budget
cutting deal and the bounced check and
insufficient funds deal that was passed
today in the Congress that it would
also be appropriate.

So tonight I want to try and give
what some might call an updated
version of Dr. King’s ‘I Have a Dream”
speech and what it might have sounded
like today.
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Again, I make no pretense that my
paraphrased version of Dr. King’s
speech does his original version any
justice. But the following is my para-
phrased version of that speech after re-
flecting upon today’s budget deal.

Paraphrasing Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream’ speech,
and for those of you who are in your of-
fices listening to the sound of my
voice, you might want to Google or go
on the Internet and actually find the
true text of Dr. King’s speech and actu-
ally compare it to my exercise.

Especially in light of today’s budget
deficits, cumulative debt, the need to
raise the debt limit, and in the context
of the need to also fight for jobs, edu-
cation, health care, housing, equal
rights for women, renewable energy,
fair taxation and for the fundamental
right to vote, Dr. King might have de-
livered this speech:

I would have been happy today to
join with those willing to take a bal-
anced approach to budget cuts and rev-
enue enhancements to bring about the
greatest deficit reduction and debt re-
duction along with the most massive
full employment plan in the history of
our Nation. But that is not what the
President and congressional leaders ne-
gotiated.

Nine score and four years ago on Sep-
tember 17, 1787, 39 great Americans
signed the U.S. Constitution as wit-
nesses. This momentous decree came as
a beacon light of hope to millions of
Americans who had been seared in the
flames of British injustice.
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It came as a joyous daybreak to end
the long night of taxation without rep-
resentation.

But 224 years later, the American
people are not free of deficits and debt.
Two hundred twenty-four years later,
the life of many Americans is still
sadly crippled by the manacles of fore-
closed homes and the chains of unem-
ployment. Two hundred twenty-four
years later, many Americans live on a
lonely island of poverty in the midst of
a vast ocean of material prosperity.
Two hundred twenty-four years later,
many Americans still languish in the
corners of American society and find
themselves as exiles in their own land.
And so we were elected as President
and as Congresspersons to end this
shameful condition.

In a sense, the American people are
looking to our Nation’s capital, the
President and the Congress, to be able
to cash a check. When the architects of
our Republic wrote the magnificent
words of the Constitution and the Dec-
laration of Independence, they were
signing a promissory note to which
every American was to fall heir. This
note was a promise that all Americans
would be guaranteed the ‘‘unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.”

It is obvious today that America has
defaulted on this promissory note inso-
far as many of her citizens are con-
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cerned. Instead of honoring this sacred
obligation, Congress has given many
Americans a bad check, a check which
has come back marked ‘‘insufficient
funds.” But we refuse to believe that
the bank of justice is bankrupt. We
refuse to believe that there are insuffi-
cient funds in the great vaults of op-
portunity of this Nation. And so, many
Americans are still waiting to cash
this check, a check that will give them
upon demand the riches of freedom and
the security of a job and justice.

They are also looking to this Presi-
dent and this hallowed Congress to re-
mind America of the fierce urgency of
Now. This is no time to engage in the
luxury of cooling off or to take the
tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now
is the time to make real the promises
of democracy. Now is the time to rise
from the dark and desolate valley of
unemployment to the sunlit path of
full employment. Now is the time to
lift our Nation from the quicksands of
inequality of income and wealth to the
solid rock of economic justice. Now is
the time to make full employment and
social and economic justice a reality
for all of God’s children.

It would be fatal for the Nation to
overlook the urgency of this moment.
This sweltering summer of Americans’
legitimate discontent will not pass
until there is an invigorating autumn
of jobs and equality. 2011 is not an end
but a beginning, and those who hope
that those who are currently blowing
off steam and will soon be content will
have a rude awakening if the Nation
returns to business as usual, and there
will be neither rest nor tranquility in
America until Americans are granted
their full citizenship rights. The whirl-
winds of revolt will continue to shake
the foundations of our Nation until the
bright day of full employment and eco-
nomic justice emerges.

But there is something that must be
said to those who stand on the warm
threshold which leads into the palace
of jobs and justice. In the process of
gaining our rightful place, we must not
be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not
seek to satisfy our thirst for jobs by
drinking from the cup of bitterness and
hatred. We must forever conduct our
struggle on the high plane of dignity
and discipline. We must not allow our
creative protests to degenerate into
physical violence. Again and again we
must rise to the majestic heights of
meeting oppressive economic forces
with the spiritual force of unrelenting,
but disciplined, determination.

This marvelous new militancy which
has engulfed many Americans must not
lead us into a distrust of all politics
and all politicians, for some politics
and politicians are committed to full
employment, social and economic jus-
tice, and some politicians also realize
that their destiny is tied up with this
larger destiny. Some politicians have
come to realize that their jobs as
Congresspersons are inextricably bound
to Americans also having jobs.

We cannot walk alone, and as we
walk we must make a pledge that we
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shall always march ahead. We cannot
turn back. There are those who are
asking the devotees of social and eco-
nomic justice, ‘“When will you be satis-
fied?”” We can never be satisfied as long
as the American people are the victim
of the unspeakable horrors of home
foreclosures. We can never be satisfied
as long as our bodies, heavy with the
fatigue of travel, cannot gain a job at
a livable wage. We cannot be satisfied
as long as the education of America’s
children leaves them uncompetitive in
a new world market. We can never be
satisfied as long as our health care sys-
tem is ranked 37th in the world. We
cannot be satisfied as long as one per-
son in America cannot vote or one
American believes they have nothing
for which to vote. No, no, we are not
satisfied, and we will not be satisfied
until ‘‘jobs and justice rolls down like
waters, and righteousness like a
mighty stream.”

I am not unmindful that many Amer-
icans are experiencing great trials and
tribulations. Some Americans are fresh
from job rejections, and some Ameri-
cans have been refused an adjustment
to their mortgage which has left their
family battered by the storms of home
foreclosures and staggered by the
winds of homelessness. You have be-
come the veterans of unearned suf-
fering. Continue to work with the faith
that unearned suffering is redemptive.
Go forward in Mississippi, go forward
in Vermont, go forward in Michigan, go
forward in Hawaii, go forward in Or-
egon, go forward in Florida, go forward
in the ghettos and barrios of our cities
and in rural Appalachia knowing that
somehow this situation can and will be
changed.

Let us not wallow in the valley of de-
spair, I say to you today, my friends.

And so even though we face the dif-
ficulties of today and tomorrow, I still
have a dream. It is a dream deeply
rooted in the American Dream. I have
a dream that one day this Nation will
rise up and live out the true meaning
of its creed: ‘“We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal.” I have a dream that one
day on the red hills of Georgia, the
sons of former slaves and the sons of
former slave owners will be able to sit
down together around a table of broth-
erhood where full employment, high
quality health care for all Americans,
excellence in education for every child,
and safe, sanitary and affordable hous-
ing for every family is their natural ex-
perience.

I have a dream that one day, absent
the false excuse of sweltering deficits
and debt and the heat of economic in-
justice, America will be transformed
into an oasis of full employment, free-
dom and economic justice.

I have a dream that my two little
children will one day live in a Nation
where they will not be judged by the
color of their skin but by the content
of their character, and that voting will
be as natural as breathing, and no
trickery or legal obstacles will be
thrown in their path.
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I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day over
Michigan, over Ohio, Illinois and Indi-
ana, with its wicked unemployment
and suffering families, that one day
right there in Michigan, Ohio, Illinois
and Indiana, all of these families will
be able to enjoy full employment, so-
cial and economic justice, and all will
be able to join hands as brothers and
sisters.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day every
valley shall be exalted and every hill
and mountain shall be made low, the
rough places will be made plain and the
crooked places will be made straight
“‘and the glory of the Lord shall be re-
vealed and all flesh shall see it to-
gether.”

This is my hope, and this is the faith
that I go forward with every day.

With this faith, we will be able to
hew out of the mountain of deficits and
debt a stone of economic hope and jus-
tice for all Americans. With this faith,
we will be able to transform the jan-
gling discords of unemployment and
home foreclosures into a beautiful
symphony of full employment and af-
fordable housing. With this faith, we
will be able to work together, to pray
together, to struggle together, to go to
jail together, to stand up for freedom
together, knowing that we will be free
and fully employed one day.

And this will be the day. This will be
the day when all of God’s children will
be able to sing with new meaning:

My country ’tis of thee, sweet land of
liberty, of thee I sing.

Land where my fathers died, land of
the Pilgrim’s pride,

From every mountainside, let free-
dom ring.

And if America is to be a great Na-
tion, this must become true.
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And so let freedom, full employment,
and the right of private and public
workers to organize into unions to pro-
tect their interests ring from the pro-
digious hilltops of New Hampshire. Let
freedom and public education of equal
high quality for all of America’s chil-
dren ring from the mighty mountains
of New York. Let freedom ring and
health care of equal high quality for all
Americans ring from the heightening
Alleghenies of Pennsylvania. Let free-
dom and a clean, safe, and sustainable
environment ring from the snow-
capped Rockies of Colorado. Let free-
dom ring with safe and sanitary and af-
fordable housing from the curvaceous
slopes of California.

But not only that, let freedom and
equal rights for women, for gays and
lesbians ring from Stone Mountain of
Georgia. Let freedom, fair and progres-
sive taxation ring from Lookout Moun-
tain of Tennessee. Let freedom and the
right and the ability to vote ring from
every hill and molehill of Mississippi.
From every mountainside, let freedom,
social and economic justice ring
throughout America.
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And when this happens, when, my
friends, we allow freedom, full employ-
ment, social and economic justice to
ring, when we let it ring from every
village and every hamlet, from every
State and every city, we will be able to
speed up the day when all of God’s chil-
dren, black men, white men, women,
Jews, Gentiles, and Muslims, Protes-
tants and Catholics, gays and
straights, those who are whole and
those who are handicapped, will be able
to join hands and sing in the words of
the old Negro spiritual: Free at last,
free at last, thank God Almighty, we
are free at last.

I want to remind everyone that I just
finished giving my paraphrased version
of what I thought Dr. King might have
said had he been alive today and wit-
nessed this debate, especially in light
of the budget cutting, the insufficient
funds, the bounced check deal that
Congress passed on this day. I tried to
remain as faithful as possible to the
original speech, simply filling in my
own thoughts and ideas in the current
context, but I make no pretense to
have done justice to the original
version.

Again, I urge my friends and my col-
leagues and all those who can hear my
voice to read or reread Dr. King’s “‘I
Have a Dream’ speech at your earliest
convenience.

Mr. Speaker, it is in this speech that
Dr. King delivered the economic sub-
stance of his expectations of Demo-
crats and Republicans in the Congress.
America has issued all of us a bad
check. It has come back marked ‘in-
sufficient funds.” But we refuse to be-
lieve that the great vaults of oppor-
tunity of this Nation are bankrupt. If
we can spend billions of dollars to put
a man on the Moon, if we can spend bil-
lions of dollars on a war in Afghani-
stan, spend billions of dollars on a war
in Iraq, spend tens of millions of dol-
lars per week on a war in Libya, then,
Mr. Speaker, this Congress can find
enough money to put a man on his own
two feet right here in America.

I have not given up on America, and
I hope we don’t give up on America.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

THE NEED FOR SPENDING
CONTROLS

(Mr. DENHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, this
afternoon we took a vote here on this
floor, a vote to protect the economy
while demonstrating a commitment to
reducing our debt—no more budget
tricks, no more accounting gimmicks,
no more empty promises.

You have the right to know the truth
about America’s budget. We have the
responsibility to deliver it. This debate
was done in plain sight. No more auto-
matic deficit or debt balance increases.
This was an opportunity for the Amer-
ican people to not only engage, but to
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cut the size of government. We need
spending controls in place.

We were able to accomplish that here
today because we believe that Wash-
ington isn’t the solution; Washington
is the problem. Which is why we need
not only spending controls, but eco-
nomic freedom through a balanced
budget amendment.

You have heard a lot over the last
several weeks about a balanced ap-
proach. To people in my district, they
understand that a balanced approach
increases taxes on those very job cre-
ators. I would just say, in conclusion,
the economic security that we are
looking for is a balanced budget
amendment.

———
THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HULTGREN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 5, 2011, the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is rec-
ognized for 30 minutes.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, it’s
my privilege to be addressing you here
on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives. It’s always interesting for me to
sit here and listen to the other Mem-
bers deliver their impression of what
goes on and how they envision the fu-
ture, and I enjoyed the gentleman from
Illinois’s presentation, and the gen-
tleman from California, and particu-
larly the gentleman from Arizona, who
came here to talk about the balanced
budget amendment. And so I take that
issue up as we get ready to close out
the evening, and I would like to add
some of the points that I have to this.

That is, when I was first elected to
office, it was in the State senate in
1996, and I believed that if I just simply
made a cogent argument on principle
that it would sway my colleagues over
to my side. I didn’t think it was all
that complicated. It wouldn’t be hard
to talk about balancing the budget,
keeping the spending within our times.
Because, after all, each year govern-
ment always provides more and more
of what people were providing for
themselves the years before. So this
encroachment of government that is
the growth in the nanny state and the
decrease in personal responsibility had
been going along for years back then.
It’s been accelerated in the last few
years.

But the question I'd ask at this point
is: What should government not do?
What is it that is too much for govern-
ment to do? Where should we draw the
line? And as now I am halfway into the
ninth year in this United States Con-
gress, Mr. Speaker, I have been en-
gaged in so many debates and pushed
so many bills and supported and op-
posed so much legislation that I see the
pattern. I see a pattern.

It’s over here on this side, they be-
lieve the government should do every-
thing and that anybody that is invest-
ing their capital and returning an in-
come off of that and making some
money is somehow an evil capitalist,
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