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safety. It is a compromise bill in the
best sense.

Some Members on the other side
wanted bigger changes to the 2008 act
and some Members on our side do not
believe every provision in the bill is
needed. But thanks to the hard work of
my colleagues, Mrs. BONO MACK, Mr.
BUTTERFIELD, Mr. BARTON and Mr. DIN-
GELL, and the leadership of Chairman
UPTON, we have arrived at a bill that I
can support and urge my colleagues to
join in supporting as well.

I think we have struck the right bal-
ance. We have fixed valid problems and
keep in place valuable health and safe-
ty protections for children. That has
been my primary goal throughout this
process.

It was a long road to get to this place
and after many hours and many
months of tough negotiating, what we
have here is a compromise that epito-
mizes bipartisanship. Neither side got
everything it wanted, but both sides
gave up enough that we were able to
come up with something that was sen-
sible and reasonable and that we can
move quickly through this body. I hope
the Senate sees it that way and can
move quickly on this bill.

We all share the belief that American
businesses should be able to grow and
flourish. I also think we all share the
belief that consumers, especially chil-
dren, deserve safe products.

Again, I commend Chairwoman BONO
MACK and Chairman UPTON for their
willingness to hear us out and to work
with us. I thank Mr. BUTTERFIELD for
fighting for a balanced approach that
keeps large and small businesses com-
petitive and continues to keep our chil-
dren safe from potentially dangerous
products.

I also want to thank the other mem-
bers of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee that have been active and
helped us to get to today, including Mr.
DINGELL, Mr. RUSH, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. TOWNS, Ms. DEGETTE,
and Ms. ESHOO.

Mrs. BONO MACK. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, it
doesn’t appear that I have any other
speakers on this side. I think their at-
tention might be directed in another
direction today; so I am prepared to
close.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I want to thank
all of the individuals, all of the Mem-
bers, all of the staff who have played a
part in crafting this compromise. It’s a
good bipartisan compromise that we
can all live with. I look forward to the
President signing it into law after the
Senate passes it, hopefully very soon,
and hopefully our small businesses will
be able to continue to be profitable.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. BONO MACK. Mr. Speaker, 1
also just want to echo the sentiments
of both my colleagues who just spoke
about the importance of this bill and
thank them for their cooperation and
the hard work that they put into this
over the weekend. Again, I would like
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to thank the staffs of both the minor-
ity and the majority side.

I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise as an
original co-sponsor and in strong support of
H.R. 2715, a bill that will fix many of the unin-
tended consequences of the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Improvement Act (CPSIA) of 2008.
I, along with my colleagues, Messrs. RUSH,
BARTON, WHITFIELD, and WAXMAN, helped
write CPSIA in response to the massive influx
of dangerous and tainted Chinese imports dur-
ing what some have termed “the summer of
recalls” in 2007. The House’s bill was nego-
tiated in a bipartisan manner. It was reported
favorably by the Committee on Energy and
Commerce through a unanimous vote and
then passed by the full House, 407-1. Then
our dear friends in the Senate got hold of the
bill, and we have been trying to fix the mess
ever since.

Although this process has taken over two-
and-a-half years, | am pleased that H.R. 2715
will solve in great measure the problems
CPSIA has caused. This bill will ensure that
CPSIA’s lead limits are prospective. It will put
in place a waiver process to exempt from
CPSIA’s lead limits products that do not pose
a danger to children’s health and safety. H.R.
2715 will make the common-sense clarification
that CPSIA’s lead limits do not apply to bicy-
cles, all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), and books. Fi-
nally, the bill will allow the Commission discre-
tion to prescribe alternative third-party testing
requirements with a view toward helping
smaller businesses with more finite resources
comply with the law. It bears mentioning that
all of these changes will not undo the strict
protections built into CPSIA to keep kids safe
from dangerous products.

H.R. 2715’s significant improvements to
CPSIA come as a result of bipartisan negotia-
tion and cooperation. Despite the turmoil and
rancor in Congress over the past few months,
this bill shows that the House of Representa-
tives can still legislate and do so in a manner
befitting our Founding Fathers’ vision of rep-
resentative government. | would like to thank
my friends and colleagues, Messrs. UPTON,
WAXMAN, and BUTTERFIELD for their fine work
on H.R. 2715. Mrs. BONO MACK, in particular,
deserves praise and congratulations for her
success on this bill, her first as Chairman of
the Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on
Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade. Al-
though often overlooked, the work of staff on
H.R. 2715 demands deserved recognition, es-
pecially that of Gib Mullan and Michelle Ash,
Republican and Democratic counsels, respec-
tively. Their steadfast determination and hard
work have made this bill a reality.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all of my colleagues to
vote in support of H.R. 2715 and in so doing
help put CPSIA’s long and storied legislative
sage to rest. We should all support this bill
with the knowledge that it—in a manner pleas-
ing to Hippocrates—will do no harm. | pray our
colleagues in the other body will adhere to this
principle in their expeditious consideration of
H.R. 2715.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of this bi-partisan legislation
that will help protect consumers against dan-
gerous products that may do them harm. This
legislation affects a broad spectrum of our
economy, from the manufacturers of toys to
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the children that play with them. | am truly de-
lighted that Democrats and Republicans were
able to come together to support a plan to in-
crease the safety of all children’s products
manufactured in this country. | am also
pleased that this bipartisan agreement ad-
dresses some of the unintended con-
sequences of the original legislation without
sacrificing the safety requirements that | be-
lieve are necessary to protect our children.

Our committee has had several months of
consultation with industry officials to alleviate
the burden placed on them by the Consumer
Product Safety Improvement Act's (CPSIA)
new standards and regulations. These com-
mon sense reforms such as allowing flexibility
for the CPSC to exempt specific products and
exclude certain used children’s products were
supported by many of the stakeholders that
will be affected by the legislation we are con-
sidering today.

| again want to commend Chairman BONO
MAcK and Ranking Member BUTTERFIELD for
coming together and bringing this improved
legislation to the floor. | encourage my col-
leagues to vote yes on this legislation, | also
urge my colleagues to continue to work to-
gether in the spirit of bi-partisanship to protect
the standards of safety that our constituents
demand of us.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
BoNO MACK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2715.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. BONO MACK. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

————
0 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DENHAM) at 2 o’clock and
2 minutes p.m.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 2715, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 398, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 1933, by the yeas and nays.
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