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data on the changing and diverse na-
ture of the State’s population; a vast 
array of health and wellness materials; 
and business and economic news and 
reports. 

Since 1994, Brown and other Federal 
depository libraries have worked in 
partnership with the U.S. Government 
Printing Office to make government 
information in a digital format di-
rectly accessible to the public via the 
Internet. First, through the GPO Ac-
cess online system, and now through 
GPO’s Federal Digital System, the 
American public has free access to au-
thenticated information from all three 
branches of the Federal Government. 

Across the country, Federal deposi-
tory libraries enable the public to stay 
informed on the workings of our gov-
ernment and provide free access to all 
types of essential information. Addi-
tionally, they play a vital role in pre-
serving the historical record of our de-
mocracy. I congratulate Brown Univer-
sity Library for its 150 years of serving 
as a resource for the people of Rhode 
Island and am proud to celebrate an in-
stitution that is dedicated to informing 
Rhode Islanders and advancing the val-
ues of our democracy. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVE JOHNSON 

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I rise 
today, with several of my colleagues to 
recognize the outstanding service and 
contribution of a fellow Hoosier and 
life-long public servant, Dave Johnson. 

Dave first joined my staff in 1987 and 
he has been a brilliant resource to me 
over the years since then. Dave is a 
truly gifted individual. He is knowl-
edgeable about all facets of agricul-
tural and food policy and is able to see 
all of the potential opportunities and 
challenges with proposed legislation. 
Dave is always prepared to interact 
with a Member on the Senate floor dur-
ing consideration of agriculture legis-
lation, and equally at ease in dealing 
with Indiana constituents or farmers 
from anywhere in the United States. 
His mark can be found on countless 
pieces of Senate food and agriculture 
legislation, ranging from nutrition to 
biomass to conservation. Dave is al-
ways an available and willing resource 
to members on the Agriculture Com-
mittee, or other members from the 
Senate as a whole who seldom delve 
into agricultural policy discussions. 

Dave and I have shared one true pas-
sion over our years of service—nutri-
tion. I have long been an advocate of 
nutrition programs, and specifically a 
supporter of the school lunch program. 
It has been Dave’s dedicated counsel 
and advice that has helped to shape 
these important programs into what 
they are today. I remember that on one 
occasion, while traveling back home in 
southern Indiana, I learned from my 
constituents of some of the deficiencies 
in a local summer children’s nutrition 
program. I shared these concerns with 
Dave, and within a matter of days Dave 
responded to my request and had a bill 

on my desk. That legislation proposed 
a pilot project, which was approved by 
Congress, and today has been expanded 
to a nationwide program. 

Dave has never been intimidated by 
the vastness of diversity in agriculture. 
He has always been able to determine 
the appropriate solution to a real prob-
lem, and then draft the implementing 
legislation to go along with it. He is 
never too busy to take the time to 
mentor young staff members by shar-
ing his vast knowledge and experience, 
and he is always willing to reach across 
the aisle to contribute to more effec-
tive results for American agriculture. 

Dave, I don’t know how we will write 
a farm bill without you. You will be 
sincerely missed. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to commend Dave Johnson for 
23 years of service to the Federal Gov-
ernment. I am very grateful for his ef-
fective and dedicated leadership as 
chief counsel of the Senate Agriculture 
Committee during the time I served as 
chairman of the Committee. 

He also served in important jobs at 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
the U.S. Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, as well as the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. The farm bills that Mr. 
Johnson helped draft during his career 
are impressive examples of his insight 
and good judgment. 

The far-reaching effects of his con-
tributions to the field of agriculture 
are illustrated by the successes we 
have had as a Nation as a result of our 
food and agriculture policies. I con-
gratulate Dave Johnson for his impres-
sive career of improving the quality of 
life of rural America. 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. I want to take this 
opportunity to congratulate Dave on 
his 23 years of service as a public serv-
ant. His career, including service in the 
Senate, the Department of Agriculture 
and the Commodities Futures Trading 
Commission, has led him to be one of 
the most influential staffers on legisla-
tion supporting farmers, ranchers and 
the less privileged across the country. 

For those of us who have had the 
pleasure of knowing and working close-
ly with him, we know Dave as a true 
professional and an extremely thought-
ful individual. His knowledge and expe-
rience have served as a virtual encyclo-
pedia for policy makers on this Com-
mittee and in the Executive Branch. 
The talent and knowledge that Dave 
possesses reflects a career of dedicated 
service that cannot be replicated or 
easily replaced. His well-earned depar-
ture will create a void that will be dif-
ficult to fill. 

As I look back at Dave’s career and 
the years I served as chairman of the 
Senate Agriculture Committee, I can 
say I am particularly proud of Dave’s 
work on nutrition and food assistance 
programs. I know my colleagues and I 
can attest to Dave’s care for and dedi-
cation to improving the lives of the 
less privileged. His tireless efforts to 
secure funding for the hungry and less 

privileged through the 1996 farm bill, 
the 1994 Child Nutrition Act and count-
less other pieces of legislation are a 
testament to his sense of duty and his 
nonpartisan approach to identifying so-
lutions that advance the promise of our 
great Nation to all of our citizens. I 
was always honored to have his passion 
and advocacy for the disadvantaged on 
my side of the aisle. 

Dave has made a real impact on the 
lives of all Americans and has done so 
with a modest approach that sought so-
lutions over recognition. Dave is one of 
the most modest individuals I have 
ever met and I am certain his modesty 
is born of his upbringing. Dave’s ap-
proach to work in Washington, DC, has 
always been governed by the lessons he 
learned on his family farm in rural In-
diana. He does not boast of his many 
achievements nor lecture those who 
seek his counsel or advice. I have al-
ways known him to be quiet and unpre-
tentious in spite of his achievements 
and station. He has sought to act as a 
mentor to young staffers and wise 
counsel to the Senators and policy 
makers who have called on him 
throughout the years. 

On behalf of my former agriculture 
committee staff and for myself, I want 
to thank Dave for his service to the 
U.S. Senate and to our country. I wish 
him the best as he moves on to his next 
adventure. 

Mr. JOHANNS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to echo my colleagues in recog-
nizing Dave Johnson for his commit-
ment to public service. Having spent 23 
years working on agriculture and food 
policy for the Federal Government, 
Dave has demonstrated a rare dedica-
tion to an industry that provides food, 
feed, fiber and fuel to people all around 
the globe. 

While serving as Secretary of Agri-
culture, I had the privilege of working 
closely with Dave, who was Deputy 
Chief of Staff at the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture. I fondly remember the 
many hours Dave spent putting pen to 
paper and drawing together our ideas 
into legislative language for Congress 
to consider as part of the 2007–2008 farm 
bill process. His knowledge of agri-
culture policy and his work ethic were 
invaluable to our efforts. The many 
hours we spent working on farm policy 
led to a friendship that I continue to 
appreciate. 

Twenty-three years is a long time to 
spend as a public servant and Dave has 
earned our sincerest gratitude for his 
years of service to farmers, ranchers, 
conservationists, nutrition advocates, 
rural Americans and all those affected 
by USDA policies, who have directly or 
indirectly benefitted from his work. 

I wish Dave the very best as he opens 
a new chapter in his life. I am con-
fident that with his positive attitude, 
principled approach and genuinely kind 
heart, success will follow him down 
whatever path he chooses. 

Mr. ROBERTS. I would like to take a 
few moments this morning to wander 
from regular order to recognize a long- 
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time staffer and public servant who 
will be retiring next Friday. 

August 5 will be Dave Johnson’s last 
day as a Republican staffer on the Sen-
ate Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry. It will also be the 
end of a 23-year career in public serv-
ice—most of that right here on this 
committee. 

Dave has served me as ranking mem-
ber since March. He previously served 
as both the chief Republican counsel 
and deputy staff director of this com-
mittee. His service includes working 
for Chairman LUGAR from 1987 to 1991 
and again from 1994 to 2003. He then 
served Chairman COCHRAN from 2003 to 
2005 and Chairman CHAMBLISS from 2005 
to 2007. And from 2007 to 2008 he served 
then-Secretary of Agriculture MIKE 
JOHANNS as a deputy chief of staff at 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. He 
then moved to the Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission where he served 
until we convinced him to come back 
and help us get up and running this 
past spring. 

Dave’s record speaks for itself. But I 
am not sure some understand just how 
valuable his service has been to this 
Committee and agriculture and nutri-
tion policy. 

As those who know Dave can tell 
you, his first love has been nutrition 
policy. He has worked on numerous 
child nutrition bills and the nutrition 
title of no less than four farm bills, by 
my count. I also know that if you sit 
down and visit with him, he’d probably 
tell you that one of his proudest mo-
ments was the work he did on the 1996 
Welfare Reform Act. 

Dave has always been a straight 
shooter. He gives you the answers you 
need to hear. But one of his greatest 
strengths is reminding you of the 
things you haven’t considered and need 
to think about. He has been a tremen-
dous mentor to young staff on both 
sides of the aisle and he was often the 
first stop many of them made when 
looking for advice on how to learn the 
ropes of the committee. 

Finally, Dave’s attention to detail 
and proofing proposed legislation is 
legendary. If you are scrubbing a bill 
and making sure it is done right, his is 
the set of eyes you want on it. A mem-
ber of my staff was once told by a 
former member of the Senate Parlia-
mentarian’s office that a farm bill 
Dave had helped write and scrub was 
‘‘among the best written bills we’ve 
ever seen come through the Senate.’’ 

That pretty much sums up Dave’s 
service to this committee. Dave, as a 
former bucket-toter myself, thank you 
for your years of service to our coun-
try, the Senate, the members of this 
Committee and our constituents. You 
have been a true public servant and we 
all wish you only the best as you head 
home to Indiana. 

Job well done. 
f 

THE READY SCHOOLS ACT 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, 

August marks the start of a new school 

year for more than 1.8 million students 
in Ohio. It is a time of excitement and 
nervousness as students prepare for 
challenging classes, different class-
mates, and new teachers. 

As the summer winds down, high 
school students are cramming in the 
summer reading that they pushed off in 
favor of a bike ride with friends or a 
game of baseball. Middle school stu-
dents are crossing their fingers in 
hopes that their best friend from the 
last school year is in their class this 
year. And soon-to-be kindergarteners 
are practicing their numbers and let-
ters in preparation of their first day of 
elementary school. 

Student readiness for kindergarten is 
generally defined by the Ohio School 
Readiness Initiative as a child who has 
age-appropriate cognitive and social 
skills and a healthy mind and body. 
Student readiness can be fostered 
through a child’s participation in high- 
quality and developmentally appro-
priate preschool programs like Head 
Start. These programs are important 
because if a child is not prepared for el-
ementary school, they are more likely 
to fall behind their better-prepared 
peers and remain behind as they 
progress through school. 

However, it is equally important that 
schools are prepared to accept and sup-
port all students as they arrive at the 
schoolhouse door. Student readiness 
also means school readiness. 

That is why I am introducing The 
Ready Schools Act of 2011 with my col-
league Senator KAY R. HAGAN of North 
Carolina. This legislation incorporates 
the recommendations of a report con-
ducted by the congressionally commis-
sioned National Education Goals 
Panel, which states that elementary 
‘‘school readiness’’ involves not only 
preparing each child for school, but 
also preparing schools to support each 
child’s learning and development 
needs. 

The Ready Schools Act of 2011 would 
require title 1 eligible Local Edu-
cational Agencies to work with their 
elementary schools to develop a ready- 
school needs review. This review would 
focus on ways an elementary school 
can develop policies that would create 
a positive school environment. It would 
help teachers provide students with de-
velopmentally and culturally appro-
priate curriculums. Finally, it would 
empower collaboration with early 
childhood education providers in the 
school attendance area to ensure a 
smooth transition from preschool to el-
ementary school. 

In my State of Ohio, the SPARK Ohio 
partnership has led the way in an effort 
to make every school a ‘‘ready’’ school. 
Through a strong partnership com-
prised of the Sisters of Charity, the 
Ohio Department of Education, the WK 
Kellogg Foundation and others, 
SPARK Ohio has helped developed a 
‘‘ready’’ school needs review that is 
now a national model. I am proud of 
these efforts, and the hard work of the 
students, administrators, teachers, and 

families that have ensured the success 
of the more than 40 ‘‘ready’’ schools in 
Ohio. 

The Ready Schools Act is about more 
than making our schools the best they 
can be. It is about making Ohio, and all 
States in the Nation, the best they can 
be. By strengthening the alignment 
and delivery of early education, our 
youngest students can continue on a 
path of academic and life achievement. 
Research shows that third-grade read-
ing skills can serve as an indicator of 
whether or not a student will graduate 
from high school. And not only is 
school readiness an educational imper-
ative, it is an economic one as well. 
High school students dropping out from 
the class of 2010 alone will cause the 
State of Ohio over $10 billion in lower 
lifetime earnings, higher health care 
costs, and crime related costs. 

The building blocks critical to a life-
time of learning are laid during the el-
ementary school years. This is why I 
am proud to introduce the Ready 
Schools Act. It will not only improve 
our system of education but will ulti-
mately lead to a stronger nation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO HAL DAVID 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to celebrate the 90th birthday of 
Hal David, a wonderful lyricist who has 
entertained the world with his delight-
ful songs for more than half a century. 

Born in Brooklyn, Hal David devel-
oped a talent for music at an early age 
while studying violin and playing in 
bands. His first hit record came in 1949 
with ‘‘The Four Winds and the Seven 
Seas’’ by Vic Damone. During the 1950s, 
David began his legendary collabora-
tion with composer Burt Bacharach, 
and the two created hit songs such as 
‘‘Walk on By,’’ ‘‘I’ll Never Fall in Love 
Again,’’ ‘‘The Look of Love,’’ and 
‘‘What the World Needs Now Is Love.’’ 
Hal’s talents earned him four Academy 
Award nominations, including an Oscar 
for ‘‘Raindrops Keep Falling on My 
Head’’ from the film ‘‘Butch Cassidy 
and the Sundance Kid’’; and an induc-
tion into the Songwriters Hall of Fame 
and the Nashville Songwriters Hall of 
Fame. 

Hal David has also fought to protect 
and promote other songwriters. As 
president of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
ASCAP, he worked tirelessly to protect 
the intellectual property rights of mu-
sicians. As chairman & CEO of the 
Songwriters Hall of Fame, he helped 
create the Songwriters Hall of Fame 
Gallery at the Grammy Museum in Los 
Angeles. 

Hal David’s extraordinary songs will 
continue to touch the lives and hearts 
of future generations. I invite all of my 
colleagues to join me in honoring Hal 
David as he celebrates his 90th birth-
day.∑ 
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