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NAYS—23
Alexander Graham McConnell
Ayotte Grassley Paul
Barrasso Heller Risch
Coburn Hoeven Roberts
Cornyn Inhofe Sessions
Crapo Johnson (WI) Toomey
DeMint Lee Vitter
Enzi McCain
NOT VOTING—1
Wicker
The motion was agreed to.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. A

quorum is present.

The majority leader is recognized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, may we
have order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will be in order.

Mr. REID. I thank the Chair.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

——————

ESTABLISHING THE COMMISSION
ON FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
ACT PROCESSING DELAYS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask the
Chair to lay before the Senate a mes-
sage from the House with respect to S.
627.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair lays before the Senate a message
from the House which, the clerk will
report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Resolved, that the bill from the Senate (S.
627) entitled ‘““An Act to establish the Com-
mission on Freedom of Information Act
Processing Delays’ do pass with an amend-
ment.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
concur in the House amendment to
that legislative matter, and I move to
table the motion to concur and ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. Will the majority
leader yield for a question?

Mr. REID. Yes, without losing my
right to the floor.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Is it the majority
leader’s intention, after we have the
vote on tabling the proposal that came
over from the House, to file cloture on
the Reid budget?

Mr. REID. Yes.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I say to my friend,
we would be happy to have that vote
tonight. And I will also mention to my
friend that the House of Representa-
tives intends to vote on the Reid
amendment tomorrow afternoon at 1
o’clock. In order to accommodate the
schedules of Senators, we would be
more than happy to accommodate the
majority and have the vote on the Reid
budget tonight.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, through the
Chair, I say to my friend, the distin-
guished Republican leader, let’s hope
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they are more timely on their 1 o’clock
vote than they have been in the last
few days.

I would say this very directly: We
would be happy to have a vote on the
Reid amendment just like the House
did today, a majority vote. We have
gotten into a situation that is unto-
ward. Everything that moves is a
supermajority. That isn’t the way it
should be. So we are happy to have a
vote anytime. But it should be a major-
ity vote just like the House had. They
had a majority vote today, and they
had an overwhelming extra vote of
none. So we would be happy to have a
simple majority vote on the Demo-
cratic proposal that we are putting for-
ward.

Mr. McCONNELL. Is that a consent?

Mr. REID. That is a consent that we
will be happy to have a vote if it is a
simple majority vote.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object, let me say
that this is almost an out-of-body expe-
rience to have someone suggest a 50-
vote threshold on a matter of this mag-
nitude in the Senate. I am perplexed,
Mr. President—genuinely perplexed—
that my friend, the majority leader
doesn’t want to vote on his proposal as
soon as possible. I object.

Mr. REID. Let’s have order. Let the
Republican leader be heard.

Mr. McCONNELL. I object.

Mr. REID. So it is obvious to the
world that in the Senate this is now
another filibuster. That is what this is;
it is a filibuster to stop us from moving
forward on legislation. This is a fili-
buster in any name that you want.

I am disappointed. I asked for a roll-
call vote on the tabling motion. I ask
that we move forward.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion
to table the motion to concur.

The yeas and nays have been ordered.
The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BLUMENTHAL). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 59,
nays 41, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 120 Leg.]

YEAS—59
Akaka Hagan Nelson (NE)
Baucus Harkin Nelson (FL)
Begich Hatch Paul
Bennet Inouye Pryor
Bingaman Johnson (SD) Reed
Blumenthal Kerry Reid
goxer (o) EI?EHCI’M Rockefeller
rown o

Cantwell Landrieu :anders

: chumer
Cardin Lautenberg
Carper Leahy Shaheen
Casey Lee Stabenow
Conrad Levin Tester
Coons Lieberman Udall (CO)
DeMint Manchin Udall (NM)
Durbin McCaskill Vitter
Feinstein Menendez Warner
Franken Merkley Webb
Gillibrand Mikulski Whitehouse
Graham Murray Wyden

NAYS—41

Alexander Barrasso Boozman
Ayotte Blunt Brown (MA)
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Burr Hoeven Murkowski
Chambliss Hutchison Portman
Coats Inhofe Risch
Coburn Isakson Roberts
Cochran Johanns Rubio
Collins Johnson (WI) Sessions
Corker Kirk Shelby
Cornyn Kyl Snowe
Crapo Lugar Thune
Enzi McCain Toomey
Grassley McConnell X
Heller Moran Wicker

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I oppose
the motion to table the motion to con-
cur in the House amendment to S. 627,
the Budget Control Act of 2011. Al-
though I do not support the bill as
written, I believe that the Senate
should proceed to it in an effort to
amend the bill to include greater
spending cuts, caps, and provisions
which will boost our economy like
progrowth tax and regulatory reform.

I strongly oppose the proposal put
forth by Senate Majority Leader REID.
The bill is filled with accounting gim-
micks and does nothing to encourage
enactment of a constitutional balanced
budget amendment—an essential step
towards ending our unsustainable defi-
cits and debt that enjoys bipartisan
support in both Chambers of Congress.
Amazingly, as our economy continues
to struggle, the Reid proposal appears
to assume a tax hike upwards of $3 tril-
lion, which would kill jobs and impede
efforts to grow the economy and reduce
our staggering debt in the process.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

MOTION TO CONCUR WITH AMENDMENT NO. 589
(Purpose: To cut spending, maintain existing
commitments, and for other purposes)

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
concur in the House amendment to S.
627 with an amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 589 to the
House amendment to S. 627.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“‘Text of Amendments.’’)

Mr. REID. I ask for the yeas and nays
on the motion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
cloture motion which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the Reid motion
to concur in the House amendment to S. 627,
with amendment No. 589.

Harry Reid, Max Baucus, Barbara Boxer,
Carl Levin, Tom Harkin, Benjamin L.
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