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leadership then, and I was pushing it,
and I was told we just can’t do that. We
should have. We didn’t. We should have
had major tax reform. Well, now is the
time. This is a great time to push for a
flat tax or a simplified tax that’s fair,
simpler, and so that everybody has
their fair share.

I don’t want a mega-rich person pay-
ing a 10 or 12 percent income tax. Ev-
erybody ought to have some interest fi-
nancially in what happens here—and
not because they make lots of money
and don’t put anything in. People need
to have a vested interest in this Con-
gress by paying income tax in. And the
lowest rate is down, I believe, around
15 percent. It may be 5 percent. I've
forgotten now. But the top rate has
been 39 percent. Some people want it to
go higher. And even though the top
rate is 39 percent, there are some
mega-rich that don’t pay 39. Well, why
not have a tax that’s a fair tax cut
across the middle that will be a flat
tax. Everybody pays the same amount
of tax. That ought to be fair. Every-
body ought to have the same thing.

Art Laffer, a great economist that
helped revive the dismal economy com-
ing out of the Carter administration,
was just saying this week—I agreed
with what he said. I have been talking
about this, and I appreciate that man’s
opinion so much. He said we ought to
have a flat tax. And he said, I believe
you could get there and have the same
amount of revenue if you were to have
a 12, 13 percent flat tax, and even allow
for mortgage interest deduction and to
allow for deductions to charitable con-
tributions. That was the main part of
the tax. There was another aspect. But,
boy, that would be so much more fair-
er. No mega-rich would get out without
paying nothing. GE shouldn’t have to
pay nothing or, get away with paying
nothing just because they’re a friend of
the administration and get lobbying
and all that kind of stuff.

Everybody ought to have to pay
something. I'm okay with reducing cor-
poration tax because when you do that,
you’re reducing the tariff we’re putting
on our own products. And if you took
off the 35 percent tariff we put on every
corporate American good produced,
there’s no telling how many markets
around the world would just be begging
for American products that would have
35 percent less of a tariff on those
goods. We could compete anywhere if
we keep the tariff down on our own
goods. People talk about putting tariffs
on other people’s goods. We ought to
get it off our own. And then you would
see massive amounts of economic boom
going on, and people would be hired,
and more people would pay the 12, 13
percent income tax. You would have
more revenue than ever coming into
the American coffers in the Federal
Government. That would create jobs.
And as people know, the best form of
welfare is a job. You feel good about
yourself. But it’s hard to feel too good
about what is going on down there.

As I have said before, down in the
Senate, above the door from the Presi-
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dent’s sitting position, above the left
door are the words ‘“‘Annuit Coeptis.”
He, God, has smiled on our under-
taking. It’s part of our Great Seal on
the back of every dollar bill. It’s hard
to believe that God could be smiling on
people that will not allow debate on a
responsible balanced budget amend-
ment.

In the time I have left, let me just
say we’ve got so many calls, emails,
letters, encouragement. And so many
of them say, We’re praying for you in
Washington that you will do the right
thing. Some of us happen to believe—
and I won’t try to push my religious
beliefs on others—but some of us hap-
pen to believe that as we’re told in the
01ld Testament, the Lord is the source
of all wisdom. That there is no wisdom
outside of that. Ben Franklin appar-
ently believed that, as he said in 1787,
“I have lived, sir, a long time, and the
longer I live, the more convincing
proofs I see of this truth: that God gov-
erns in the affairs of men.”

Mr. Speaker, Peter Marshall was
Senate Chaplain back in the 1940s, and
a constituent gave me this book with
many of the prayers that he prayed
there on the Senate floor. I want to fin-
ish, Mr. Speaker, with a prayer prayed
by Peter Marshall, U.S. Chaplain for
the United States Senate in the 1940s.
On the Senate floor, as the Senators
are down there. It makes a wonderful
prayer.

Peter Marshall prayed:

“We pray to Thee, O Christ, to keep
us under the spell of immortality.

“May we never again think and act
as if Thou wert dead. Let us more and
more come to know Thee as a living
Lord who hath promised to them that
believe: ‘Because I live, ye shall live
also.’

‘“Help us to remember that we are
praying to the Conqueror of Death,
that we may longer be afraid nor be
dismayed by the world’s problems and
threats, since Thou hast overcome the
world.

“In Thy strong name we ask for Thy
living presence and Thy victorious
power. Amen.”’

Mr. Speaker, may that be our prayer
also tonight.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 50 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Sat-
urday, July 30, 2011, at noon.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2650. A letter from the Deputy Director,
Food and Community Resources, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting the De-
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partment’s final rule — Competitive and
Noncompetitive Nonformula Federal Assist-
ance Programs — Administrative Provisions
for Biomass Research and Development Ini-
tiative (0524-AA61) received June 20, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

2651. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Changes
in Flood Elevation Determinations [Docket
ID: FEMA-2011-0002] received July 14, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

2652. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Suspen-
sion of Community Eligibility [Docket ID:
FEMA-2011-0002] [Internal Agency Docket
No.: FEMA-8187] received July 14, 2011, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

2653. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Final
Flood Elevation Determinations [Docket ID:
FEMA-2011-0002] received July 14, 2011, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

2654. A letter from the General Counsel,
National Credit Union Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Prompt Corrective Action; Amended Defi-
nition of Low-Risk Assets (RIN: 3133-ADS81)
received July 11, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

2655. A letter from the Assistant Deputy
Secretary for Innovation and Improvement,
Department of Education, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Promise Neighbor-
hoods Program (RIN: 1855-ZA07) received
July 12, 2011, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

2656. A letter from the Director, Office of
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — Interim Enforcement Policy for
Certain Fire Protection Issues [NRC-2008-
0486] (RIN: 3150-AG48) received July 14, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

2657. A letter from the Director, Office of
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule — Federal Employees Health
Benefits Program: New Premium Rating
Method for Most Community Rated Plans
(RIN: 3206-AM39) received July 14, 2011, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

2658. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Mark-
ing Meteorological Evaluation Towers
[Docket No.: FAA 2010-1326] received July 7,
2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

2659. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Bell Helicopter Tex-
tron, Inc. Model 205A, 205A-1, 205B, 212, 412,
412CF, and 412EP Helicopters [Docket No.:
FAA-2011-0561; Directorate Identifier 2010-
SW-001-AD; Amendment 39-16715; AD 2011-12-
08] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received July 12, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

2660. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Bombardier, Inc.
Model CL-600-2C10 (Regional Jet Series 700,
701, & 702), Model CL-600-2D15 (Regional Jet
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Series 705), and Model CL-600-2D24 (Regional
Jet Series 900) Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-
2011-0159; Directorate Identifier 2010-NM-246-
AD; Amendment 39-16713; AD 2011-12-06] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received July 12, 2011, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

2661. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Determining the Amount of Taxes Paid
for Purposes of the Foreign Tax Credit [TD
9535] (RIN: 1545-BK25) received July 14, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

2662. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Update for Weighted Average Interest
Rates, Yield Curves, and Segment Rates [No-
tice 2011-59] July 14, 2011, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

2663. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Suspension of Reporting Requirements
Under Sections 6038D and 1298(f) [Notice 2011-
55] received July 14, 2011, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

2664. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Notice and Request for Comments Regard-
ing the Community Health Needs Assess-
ment Requirements for Tax-exempt Hos-
pitals [Notice 2011-52] received July 14, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. SMITH of Texas: Committee on the Ju-
diciary. H.R. 2076. A bill to amend title 28,
United States Code, to clarify the statutory
authority for the longstanding practice of
the Department of Justice of providing in-
vestigatory assistance on request of State
and local authorities with respect to certain
serious violent crimes, and for other pur-
poses; with amendments (Rept. 112-186). Re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union.

Mr. DREIER: Committee on Rules. House
Resolution 383. Resolution providing for fur-
ther consideration of the bill (S. 627) to es-
tablish the Commission on Freedom of Infor-
mation Act Processing Delays (Rept. 112—
187). Referred to the House Calendar.

Mr. SMITH of Texas: Committee on the Ju-
diciary. H.R. 1002. A bill to restrict any State
or local jurisdiction from imposing a new
discriminatory tax on cell phone services,
providers, or property; with an amendment
(Rept. 112-188). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. SMITH of Texas: Committee on the Ju-
diciary. H.R. 1059. A bill to protect the safety
of judges by extending the authority of the
Judicial Conference to redact sensitive infor-
mation contained in their financial disclo-
sure reports, and for other purposes (Rept.
112-189). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union.

——
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
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titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. CULBERSON (for himself, Mr.
PoOE of Texas, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr.
MCKINLEY, Mr. McCAUL, Mr. PAUL,
and Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas):

H.R. 2694. A bill to firewall the Medicare
Trusts Funds by restoring to those Trust
Funds funds transferred by the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, and in addition
to the Committees on Energy and Com-
merce, and Rules, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS (for
herself, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr.
SESSIONS):

H.R. 2695. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to expand and intensify
programs of the National Institutes of
Health with respect to translational research
and related activities concerning Down syn-
drome, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS (for
herself, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr.
SESSIONS):

H.R. 2696. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to expand and intensify
programs of the National Institutes of
Health and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention with respect to translational
research and related activities concerning
Down syndrome, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. JENKINS (for herself, Mr.
CROWLEY, Mr. BRADY of Texas, and
Mr. BLUMENAUER):

H.R. 2697. A bill to suspend temporarily the
duty on certain footwear, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. REICHERT (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENAUER):

H.R. 2698. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to broaden the special rules
for certain governmental plans under section
105(j) to include plans established by polit-
ical subdivisions; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (for herself,
Mrs. SCHMIDT, Mr. POE of Texas, and
Ms. BUERKLE):

H.R. 2699. A Dbill to establish policies and
procedures in the Peace Corps to provide for
the safety and security of volunteers from
rape and sexual assault, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (for him-
self and Mr. DOYLE):

H.R. 2700. A Dbill to establish a health and
education grant program related to autism
spectrum disorders, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. CONYERS (for himself, Mr.
WELCH, and Mr. SHULER):

H.R. 2701. A bill to promote simplification
and fairness in the administration and col-
lection of sales and use taxes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. GIBSON:

H.R. 2702. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to clarify the scope of the provi-
sion commonly referred to as the ¢Wire
Act’”, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. LARSON of Connecticut (for
himself and Mr. ROONEY):

H.R. 2703. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to ensure that members of the
uniformed services are entitled to refractive
eye surgery; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Ms. LEE:

H.R. 2704. A bill to reduce the spread of
sexually transmitted infections in correc-
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tional facilities, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mrs. LOWEY (for herself and Mr.

REICHERT):

H.R. 2705. A bill to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to provide assistance for
developing countries to promote quality
basic education and to establish the achieve-
ment of quality universal basic education in
all developing countries as an objective of
United States foreign assistance policy, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

By Mr. MILLER of Florida (for himself,
Mr. Ross of Arkansas, Mr. SHULER,
Mr. LATTA, Mr. DUNCAN of South
Carolina, Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. BOREN,
Mr. MICHAUD, and Mr. BONNER):

H.R. 2706. A bill to prohibit the sale of bill-
fish; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. NUNES:

H.R. 2707. A bill to establish trade negoti-
ating objectives of the United States with re-
spect to the application of sanitary and
phytosanitary measures to agricultural
products to facilitate trade in agriculture,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. TONKO:

H.R. 2708. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the limitation on
the imposition of employment taxes on
wages in excess of the contribution and ben-
efit base; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. TONKO:

H.R. 2709. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the payroll tax
relief under the HIRE Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. TONKO:

H.R. 2710. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal certain tax cuts
extended for high income individuals; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. TONKO:

H.R. 2711. A bill to provide relief payments
for non-COLA years to recipients of social
security, supplemental security income, rail-
road retirement benefits, and veterans dis-
ability compensation or pension benefits; to
the Committee on Ways and Means, and in
addition to the Committees on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, and Veterans’ Af-
fairs, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. CULBERSON:

H.R. 2694.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 of section 8 of article I of the Con-
stitution

By Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS:

H.R. 2695.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I, Section
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