United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 12 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 157

WASHINGTON, FRIDAY, JULY 29, 2011

No. 116

House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. NEUGEBAUER).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 29, 2011.

I hereby appoint the Honorable RANDY
NEUGEBAUER to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Thank You, Lord, for giving us an-
other day. At the end of a hard week
and after a long night, we ask again
Your blessing on the Members of this
people’s House.

There is very hard work to do as the
weekend nears. Give each Member
strength and wisdom that they might
fulfill the awesome responsibility they
have to work a solution to our Nation’s
challenges.

We earnestly pray as well for the
families of these men and women dur-
ing a distressful time. Give them peace
and calm as their loved ones labor
here. May they know and experience
the presence of Your Spirit and know
with confidence that the entire Nation
is grateful for their generosity. It is
their love and support that strengthens
the Members of the House.

Bless all families, O God, that their
love for each other will be a witness to
Your love for each one of us.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
CICILLINE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CICILLINE led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————

CUT, CAP, AND BALANCE IS THE
BEST FOR THE NATION

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, when the President is correct,
we should thank him, such as keeping
open the Guantanamo Bay detention
facility despite his promise to close it.
And in the recent past, as Senator in
2006, the President was correct:

“The fact that we are here today to
debate raising America’s debt limit is a
sign of leadership failure. It is a sign
that the U.S. Government can’t pay its
own bills. It is a sign that we now de-
pend on ongoing financial assistance
from foreign countries to finance our
government’s reckless fiscal policies.”

House Republicans, with the positive
leadership of Speaker JOHN BOEHNER,
last week passed the best solution to
the debt ceiling: the Cut, Cap, and Bal-
ance Act of 2011. The liberals’ cowardly
response in the Senate was to table it
and hide their Members from an open
vote. It is not too late for liberals to
vote and join conservatives for a solu-
tion which creates jobs and stops the
President, who is stuck on his failed
policies of tax increases, destroying
jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

ON THE BRINK OF DEFAULT, TAKE
THE ARGUMENT TO THE AMER-
ICAN PEOPLE

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Here is how we can
take a couple steps back from the
brink of a default.

First, raise the debt ceiling until De-
cember 31, 2012, without its being con-
tingent on cuts to Social Security,
Medicare or Medicaid, or increases in
taxes, or cuts in taxes, or cuts in
spending. The attempt to resolve all of
these issues at once as the moment of
reckoning arrives was never a good
idea. It guarantees that the people we
were sent here to represent will lose ei-
ther in the details of a rushed grand
bargain or through the consequences of
default.

Take the debate to the American
people in the next election. Ask the
American people if they want cuts in
Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid,
increases in taxes, what kind of cuts in
spending, what kind of jobs, programs.

For those who say, ‘“well, that’s what
we were sent here to do,” claim your
victory. You've come here and you've
changed the terms of the debate. You
lose the debate if America defaults.
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