
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8980 December 22, 2010 
challenge to the quality of local receiving wa-
ters, and negatively impacts the overall envi-
ronmental health of the Chesapeake Bay. 

According to the Environmental Protection 
Agency, stormwater runoff from urban and 
suburban areas is ‘‘a significant source of im-
pairment to the Chesapeake Bay.’’ According 
to Agency statistics, 17 percent of phos-
phorus, 11 percent of nitrogen, and 9 percent 
of sediment loads to the Bay come from 
stormwater runoff. 

In addition, chemical contaminants from run-
off can rival or exceed the amount reaching 
local waterways from industries, Federal facili-
ties, and wastewater treatment plants. 

Several states and municipalities, including 
the District of Columbia, have taken aggres-
sive action to address these ongoing sources 
of pollution. Yet, when a significant percentage 
of property owners take the position that they 
cannot be held responsible for their pollution, 
it places a greater financial burden on our 
States, cities, communities, and local-rate-
payers, and makes it less likely that significant 
reductions in stormwater pollution can be 
achieved. 

S. 3481 amends section 313 of the Clean 
Water Act to clarify that ‘‘reasonable service 
charges’’ for addressing pollution from Federal 
facilities includes reasonable nondiscriminatory 
fees, charges, or assessments that are based 
on the proportion of stormwater emanating 
from the facility and used to pay (or reim-
burse) costs associated with any stormwater 
management program. 

Madam Speaker, in the amendment to sec-
tion 313 of the Clean Water Act, a provision 
was included to rectify a specific problem in 
the District of Columbia, where the U.S. De-
partment of the Treasury has been paying 
some stormwater fees. The provision simply 
says that agencies and departments should 
use their annual appropriated funds to pay for 
stormwater fees. This is exactly what they all 
do today in paying for their drinking water and 
wastewater bills or any other utility bill. This 
new language requires that Congress make 
available, in appropriations acts, the funds that 
could be used for this purpose. It should not 
be interpreted as requiring appropriations act 
to state specifically or expressly that the funds 
could be used to pay these charges. The stat-
utory language does not require this, and such 
a restrictive reading is not intended. 

Madam Speaker, this legislation is a simple 
effort to clarify, again, that the Federal Gov-
ernment bears a proportional responsibility for 
addressing pollution originating from its facili-
ties, and should remain an active participant in 
improving National water quality and the over-
all environment. 

I urge passage of this bill. 
The bill was ordered to be read a 

third time, was read the third time, 
and passed, and a motion to reconsider 
was laid on the table. 

f 

HELPING HEROES KEEP THEIR 
HOMES ACT OF 2010 

Mr. PERRIELLO. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to take from 
the Speaker’s table the bill (S. 4058) to 
extend certain expiring provisions pro-
viding enhanced protections for serv-
icemembers relating to mortgages and 
mortgage foreclosure, and ask for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 4058 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Helping He-
roes Keep Their Homes Act of 2010’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF ENHANCED PROTECTIONS 

FOR SERVICEMEMBERS RELATING 
TO MORTGAGES AND MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE UNDER 
SERVICEMEMBERS CIVIL RELIEF 
ACT. 

Paragraph (2) of section 2203(c) of the 
Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008 
(Public Law 110–289) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘December 31, 2010’’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 31, 2012’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2011’’ and in-
serting ‘‘January 1, 2013’’. 

The bill was ordered to be read a 
third time, was read the third time, 
and passed, and a motion to reconsider 
was laid on the table. 

f 

LEASE AUTHORIZATION FOR 
OHKAY OWINGEH PUEBLO 

Mr. LUJÁN. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (S. 3903) to au-
thorize leases of up to 99 years for 
lands held in trust for Ohkay Owingeh 
Pueblo, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Mexico? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 3903 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. OHKAY OWINGEH PUEBLO LEASING 

AUTHORITY. 
Subsection (a) of the first section of the 

Act of August 9, 1955 (25 U.S.C. 415(a)), is 
amended in the second sentence by inserting 
‘‘and lands held in trust for Ohkay Owingeh 
Pueblo’’ after ‘‘of land on the Devils Lake 
Sioux Reservation,’’. 

Mr. LUJÁN. Madam Speaker, today I rise to 
ask my colleagues to support an important 
measure that will allow the Pueblo of Ohkay 
Owingeh, in Northern New Mexico, to expand 
economic opportunities for their tribal mem-
bers. 

Ohkay Owingeh is a small tribal community 
(Pueblo) in the northern part of my district and 
is part of the cultural fabric of Northern New 
Mexico. Since before Spanish rule, and Amer-
ican Manifest Destiny the small pueblo of 
Ohkay Owingeh used it’s surrounding lands to 
provide for its people. 

As history moved to present day the Federal 
government and tribal communities entered 
into trust treaties to provide for the well being 
of Indian people across our nation. As part of 
the federal government’s trust obligation to 
tribal communities, putting lands into trust for 
use by tribal people is something that is fun-
damental to the government-to-government re-

lationship between the United States and indi-
vidual tribal communities. 

In the modern age many tribes develop part 
of their trust lands to create economic oppor-
tunities for their people. In many cases their 
ventures are successful and the tribe can use 
their trust lands as they see fit, but in other 
cases like that of Ohkay Owingeh the cum-
bersome nature of obtaining approval to lease 
their lands for economic activity can prevent 
very beneficial business ventures from ever 
taking place and, thus, hindering the tribes 
ability to provide for its own people. 

The importance of allowing tribal govern-
ments to enter into long term leases is para-
mount to giving them the ability to create bet-
ter opportunities for their tribal members, their 
children and future generations. Many tribes 
have vast lands that can benefit the tribe and 
surrounding areas economically, but because 
of the process of getting secretarial approval 
to lease their own lands can be detrimental for 
the tribe. 

I am asking my colleagues to support this 
no cost measure that will allow the tribe of 
Ohkay Owingeh to enter into long term leases 
to expand economic opportunities for the tribe 
and to lift the cumbersome requirement of 
Secretarial Approval for use of their own 
lands. 

Many of my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle have supported such measures for other 
tribes around the country in this congress and 
in congresses past; and this kind bipartisan 
support is crucial to providing opportunities for 
the small Pueblo of Ohkay Owingeh. 

The bill was ordered to be read a 
third time, was read the third time, 
and passed, and a motion to reconsider 
was laid on the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LUJÁN. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may revise and extend their remarks 
on the measures considered by unani-
mous consent today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Mexico? 

There was no objection. 
f 

APPOINTING A COMMITTEE TO 
INFORM THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, I 
send to the desk a privileged resolution 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1784 
Resolved, That a committee of two Mem-

bers of the House be appointed to wait upon 
the President of the United States and in-
form him that the House of Representatives 
has completed its business of the session and 
is ready to adjourn, unless the President has 
some other communication to make to them. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

b 1750 

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE TO 
NOTIFY THE PRESIDENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1784, the Chair 
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