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their tenacity in the final seconds, 
when Dustin Garrison, who scored 
three touchdowns, broke up a fourth 
quarter pass, sealing the win for the 
Oilers. 

Pearland has lived by a ‘‘plus one’’ 
outlook, always striving to make one 
more play and give one more degree of 
effort for the benefit of the team. 

The Oilers finished the season with a 
perfect 16–0 record and brought home 
to the ‘‘rig’’ Pearland’s first 5A cham-
pionship. I congratulate them on their 
historic victory and well-deserved 
honor. 

f 

PASSING THE DOMESTIC 
TRAFFICKING VICTIMS ACT 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
when a young girl is kidnapped in a 
foreign country and brought into the 
United States and used as a sex slave 
and law enforcement gets involved, she 
is treated as a victim of crime. 

If a young girl who is an American 
citizen is forced into sex slavery as an 
11- or 12-year-old and she is trafficked 
across the United States and law en-
forcement gets involved, unfortunately 
that girl is not treated as a victim, but 
a criminal, and criminal charges are 
filed on her for prostitution and she 
goes through the system. Many times, 
law enforcement does that just to pro-
tect that young child. 

We need to change that, and today 
this House of Representatives passed 
legislation, the Domestic Trafficking 
Victims Act, which will treat those 
victims as victims and give resources 
to put them in places throughout the 
United States where we can protect 
them, rescue them, prosecute the traf-
ficker, and prosecute the customer who 
buys that sex from that poor girl for 
money. 

We need to treat these victims with 
the dignity that they deserve. This leg-
islation is important. I am glad it 
passed the House. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING THE HONORABLE JOHN 
B. SHADEGG 

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a valued member of the 
Arizona delegation, JOHN SHADEGG. 

JOHN SHADEGG is ending his service 
to this institution after 16 years. JOHN 
came here in 1994 and has served the 
State of Arizona extremely well during 
that time. He has promoted the prin-
ciples of limited government, economic 
freedom and individual responsibility, 
and has stayed true to his principles 
and been a valued member of the Ari-
zona delegation. 

Arizona has a habit of producing 
great legislators, including Barry Gold-
water, Mo Udall, Carl Hayden, and oth-

ers; and JOHN now adds his name to 
that list of great Arizona legislators. 

I just want to pay tribute to him and 
tell him how much the Arizona delega-
tion and all of us will miss his steady, 
constant, principled leadership here in 
the House of Representatives. 

Well done, JOHN. Well done, JOHN 
SHADEGG. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE REP-
RESENTATIVE STEPHEN SOLARZ 

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to speak in honor of my friend 
and colleague, Stephen Solarz, who 
passed away last month. 

When I first came to Congress in 1989, 
Congressman Solarz was already a re-
spected Member of this body. He was a 
senior member of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee and an inspiration to me as 
I joined that committee. I enjoyed his 
advice and counsel. I remember he sat 
on the top rung of the committee, and 
that is where I am sitting today. 

His speeches on the floor were the 
kind that made his colleagues stop 
what they were doing and listen. He 
was a foreign affairs guru to many of 
us, and the world will miss his knowl-
edge and expertise. 

I remember the dinners he and his 
wife, Nina, hosted at their home. 
Among the luminaries I met at these 
dinners was Abba Eban, the former for-
eign minister and U.N. ambassador of 
Israel. 

Together, we shared the determina-
tion to protect America’s relationship 
with Israel. We both understood that 
the U.S. must continue to engage on 
issues of importance around the world. 

Like me, Congressman Solarz was a 
product of New York City’s public 
schools. He emerged from humble be-
ginnings to earn his law degree from 
Columbia, and later became one of the 
most influential Members of Congress. 
We each shared the passion for public 
service, and I know that I will truly 
miss his advice and his friendship. I 
consider myself lucky to have known 
him all these years. 

My heart goes out to his wife, Nina, 
their children Randy and Lisa, and his 
mother, Ruth. The rest of the country, 
and certainly the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, mourns with them. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 

hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

FLAWED ELECTIONS AND POLIT-
ICAL IMPRISONMENT IN 
BELARUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I 
come down tonight to put into the 
RECORD the names of some freedom 
fighters who have been jailed, not only 
politicians, but also members of the 
news media, after the stolen elections 
in Minsk, Belarus, of two nights ago. 

The opponents of Dictator 
Lukashenko were as follows. Their lo-
cations are unknown. Some have been 
jailed: Andrey Sannikaw, Yaraslaw 
Ramanchuk, Ryhor Kastusyow, 
Uladzimir Nyaklyayew, Ales 
Mikhalevich, Vital Rymashewski, 
Viktar Tsyareshchanka, Mikalay 
Statkevich and Dzmitry Uss. 

Tens of thousands of Belarusians con-
verged on Independence Square in the 
capital, heeding opposition leaders who 
called Sunday’s election a farce and ac-
cused Lukashenko of keeping the post- 
Soviet country locked in a dictator-
ship. They gathered on the evening on 
the 19th and the morning of the 20th. 

Also arrested were prominent jour-
nalists and civil society activists, folks 
who are friends of individuals I know: 
Anatol Lyabedska, leader of the United 
Civic Party; Mr. Sannikaw’s wife, 
Iryna Khalip; Dzmitry Bandarenka, co-
ordinator of an opposition group called 
Khartyya97; and Natallya Radzina, the 
editor of www.charter97.org. 

The Organization For Security and 
Cooperation in Europe called the elec-
tion ‘‘flawed,’’ and the United States of 
America and the European Union con-
demned the crackdown. 

With me I have some photos of the 
evening of December 19 showing 
protestors. Of course, we see members 
of the Belarusian security forces, and 
in this photo here you actually see 
them wielding their clubs and beating 
one of the opposition members of the 
party. This is what we have in Europe. 
The last dictatorship in Europe is in a 
country called Belarus. 

b 2000 

The United States has already—and I 
would lend to the demand of the re-
lease of all political prisoners, presi-
dential candidates, and their official 
representatives who are being held in 
KGB detention centers in Minsk. Yes, 
in Belarus, they still call the secret po-
lice the KGB. The United States and 
this Member stand in solidarity with 
all opposition activists with those cur-
rently being held and those who are 
still in hospitals and those already who 
are in jail. 

The new media ability of democratic 
movements in this country are great at 
especially being able to use the Twitter 
accounts, using Facebook, using 
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