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military footprint in Afghanistan, set-
ting a timeline for the redeployment of
our troops and military contractors is
the single greatest step we can take to
empower the Afghan people and their
government while stripping al Qaeda of
our indefinite foreign military pres-
ence used to justify the insurgency and
the acts of international terrorism.

So I hope we pass this legislation. It
puts us on the right path to getting out
of Afghanistan and to ensuring our na-
tional security.

———

SPENDING SINCE TARP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. I was in my
office today, Mr. Speaker, and I was
watching the Joint Economic Com-
mittee. And one of my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle was talking
about how one of his companies had 300
employees that were in entry level po-
sitions and they were getting minimum
wage and the employer was telling him
how they were going to have to lay a
lot of them off because of the inability
of them to get loans and for other rea-
sons.

The reason I came down to talk
about this is because there is no ques-
tion that if we have a tight money pol-
icy that it’s going to affect small busi-
nesses. In addition to that, when we
load additional regulations and costs
onto small businesses, it’s going to
cause them problems and they are
going to have to lay people off.

I was reading in the paper this week
the new health care bill is going to cost
AT&T $1 billion. They are going to
have to take that out of their bottom
line. It’s going to cost the John Deere
& Company $150 million; Caterpillar,
$100 million; Minnesota Mining and
Manufacturing, $90 million; AK Steel,
$31 million; Valero Energy, $20 million.
All of these companies are going to pay
for that, and they are either going to
have to take it out of their profits or
they are going to have to take it out of
the hides of their employees by letting
some of them go or they will have to
send some of their operations offshore.

As long as we have more government
and more government programs, it’s
going to cost jobs. Because somebody
has to pay for those. The money
doesn’t come out of the sky. So if an
employer gets a regulation that costs
him money, if an employer is taxed and
it’s going to cost him money, then he
has to find someplace to get that
money in order to have a bottom-line
profit, unless you believe the govern-
ment should run everything and we
should have socialism in this country
or a socialized economy. And some peo-
ple think that’s where we are headed,
and I think that is very unfortunate.

But let’s just take a look at some of
the things that the administration has
done since they have taken office that
have been a burden to small business
and has cost us jobs.
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Incidentally, I would just like to say
that all the great programs and plans
that the Obama administration had
was supposed to keep unemployment
below 8 percent, and it’s still around
9% to 10 percent and there is no indica-
tion it is going to go down.

But, anyhow, the Economic Sta-
bilization Act, which part of it was this
yvear and part of it was last year, in
2008, so we can’t blame all of that on
Obama, but the TARP bailout was $700
billion.

And then in January we had $73.3 bil-
lion in the State Children’s Health In-
surance reauthorization, a worthy pro-
gram, but it costs a 1ot of money.

The stimulus bill was $1.16 trillion
when you add in the interest, money
we don’t have.

In February, we had the omnibus
spending bill, which was $625 billion
when you add in interest.

In June, $105.9 billion in the supple-
mental.

Last year we had the consolidated
appropriations mini omnibus bill of
$3.55 trillion, again money we don’t
have.

And then in March of this year, we
had the health care bill, which was es-
timated to cost, if you talk about 10
years of taxes and 10 years of coverage,
about $3 trillion or $2.5 to $3 trillion.

You load all this on the back of small
business, and there’s no way that you
can continue to keep everybody em-
ployed. You're going to tax them.

Mr. WAXMAN, the chairman of the
Commerce Committee, is bringing be-
fore his committee the CEOs of AT&T,
Deere & Company, Caterpillar, because
he says they really shouldn’t be telling
people these things because these
aren’t accurate figures. Well, they are
accurate figures: the $1 billion it is
going to cost AT&T, the $150 million it
is going to cost John Deere & Com-
pany, the $100 million it is going to
cost Caterpillar, and on and on. They
have to report that by law, and because
they have reported it, Mr. WAXMAN
wants them to come before the com-
mittee to try to make them look like
they are blowing these figures up. The
fact of the matter is business and in-
dustry in this country is suffering and
because of that we’re going to see more
unemployment.

Now, you add to that by the end of
this year the tax cuts that were put in
by the previous administration are
going to expire, and the President has
said he’s going to let them expire,
which means those tax cuts are not
going to be there. So that again will, in
effect, be a tax increase. And then you
add to that Mr. Volker, as I said in my
previous 1 minute, is talking about a
value-added tax of about 15 to 20 per-
cent. That’s going to be a terrible
thing for the economy and for jobs.

So I would like to say to my col-
leagues, if you want to create jobs, cut
taxes and cut spending. That’s the an-
swer. And cut government regulation.
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FOR THE 350TH TIME . . . BRING
OUR TROOPS HOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, on
April 20, 2004, I rose in this Chamber to
say that we needed a new approach to
national security. To say for the very
first time before any other Member of
Congress was brave enough to say it
that it was time to bring our troops
home from Iraq.
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I have continued to speak out almost
every night that the House is in ses-
sion, but I never imagined that almost
6 years later I would be here to talk
about Iraq and about Afghanistan for
the 350th time. But that’s what I'm
doing today, and it’s because our serv-
ice men and women are still in harm’s
way in both Iraq and Afghanistan on
missions that violate core American
values and undermine American secu-
rity.

We have come a long way in building
a movement across this country that
opposes these military conflicts, but
still our leaders stubbornly cling to a
disastrous policy.

What we’re doing in Iraq and Afghan-
istan is disgraceful. It is a stain on our
Nation. It will someday be remembered
as a shameful episode in American his-
tory.

Seven years ago, Mr. Speaker, in fact
it was 7 years ago this week, Baghdad
fell. Remember? That was the moment
when Iraqis were supposed to throw
flowers and weep with gratitude that
we had invaded their country.

But how did Iraqis recognize the
sixth anniversary of their so-called lib-
eration? With massive, colorful pro-
tests against the continued presence of
American troops; protests that brought
Shia and Sunni together; protests orga-
nized around the very idea that na-
tional unity against the U.S. occupa-
tion is stronger than Iraqi sectarian di-
vides that are centuries old; protests
that included the trampling of Amer-
ican flags; protests, in one case at
least, that featured the burning in ef-
figy of President Obama and Vice
President BIDEN.

Meanwhile, one of the big develop-
ments out of Afghanistan this week is
the death of several civilian bus pas-
sengers at the hands of American gun-
fire near Kandahar. This tragedy comes
at the very moment and in the very re-
gion where U.S. forces are prepared to
launch a major offensive. The push to
defeat militants in Kandahar will re-
quire strong support from the civilian
population, but instead, this incident
has people taking to the streets shout-
ing “Death to America’ and ‘‘Death to
Infidels.”

Seven years in Iraq, 8% years in Af-
ghanistan, and we still haven’t figured
out that we can’t win people’s affec-
tion, loyalty, and trust by waging war
on their country. To truly capture
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