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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 1, 2009 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, I re-
gret that I missed rollcall vote Nos. 740–745. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on rollcall votes 740–741 and 743–745. I 
would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall vote 742. 

f 

CARLSBAD MENTAL HEALTH 
CLINIC 

HON. HARRY TEAGUE 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 1, 2009 

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Carlsbad Mental Health Center 
for their innovative use of health information 
technology, which was recognized in two na-
tionally syndicated publications highlighting the 
findings of a report prepared by Dr. Edward 
Kako for the federal Centers of Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS). 

As recently as 2007, the Carlsbad Mental 
Health Center was witnessing rising costs, 
budgetary shortages and high wait times for 
patient appointments and in-takes. The facility 
responded to these challenges by adopting an 
innovative new program to harness health in-
formation technology to improve efficiency and 
cut costs. Within a year the facility’s new prac-
tices brought a number of successful develop-
ments. 

First, the new practices improved the quality 
of care for patients, while cutting wait times for 
patient appointments. The new system pro-
vided the staff access to more detailed infor-
mation, allowing them to better diagnose and 
treat patients. In addition, further research into 
the facilities high no-show and cancellation 
rates produced new policy changes, which re-
duced the wait time for an appointment from 
up to 6 weeks to an average of 11 days. 

Second, these new practices resulted in 
dramatic cost reductions. The innovative use 
of health information technology by the Carls-
bad Mental Health Center illustrates how 
adopting cutting edge technologies and prac-
tices can cut health care costs and provide 
better service to patients. Adopting the best 
practices for mental health care will not only 
help the general public, but will also help our 
veterans who are experiencing high rates of 
mental health disorders and substance addic-
tions. This is of particular importance to me as 
I believe providing veterans with the best pos-
sible care available is among our highest obli-
gations. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in recognizing and in honoring the Carls-
bad Mental Health Center’s impressive accom-
plishments and innovations in the field of men-
tal health treatment. 

ENHANCED PARTNERSHIP WITH 
PAKISTAN ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 30, 2009 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of S. 1707, an act to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal years 2010 
through 2014 to promote an enhanced stra-
tegic partnership with Pakistan and its people. 
S. 1707 establishes a new, more positive 
framework for U.S.-Pakistan relations. This bill 
is a bipartisan, bicameral compromise and is 
crucial to the success of a wide range of U.S. 
national security and foreign policy interests, 
while ensuring accountability and account-
ability for the assistance we give. I was an 
original cosponsor of H.R. 1886, an earlier 
version of this legislation. H.R. 1886, was 
passed by this body with bipartisan support on 
June 12th, and I remain unwavering in my 
support for this assistance package to Paki-
stan. 

Like its predecessor, S. 1707 establishes a 
set of principles that should govern the U.S.- 
Pakistan relationship, including the actions 
that the two countries should take to maintain 
a robust, relevant and lasting relationship. The 
bill is comprised of three titles. 

The first title provides Democratic, Eco-
nomic and Development Assistance for Paki-
stan; the second Title provides Security As-
sistance for Pakistan; and the third Title re-
quires the President to develop a regional se-
curity strategy; provides for enhanced moni-
toring, evaluation, and auditing of U.S. assist-
ance; requires a Presidential report on Paki-
stan, including an evaluation on Pakistan’s 
progress in counterterrorism and an assess-
ment of whether assistance provided to Paki-
stan is in any way facilitating the expansion of 
Pakistan’s nuclear weapons program; and re-
quires that all assistance to Pakistan be pro-
vided through a civilian government in Paki-
stan established by free and fair elections. 

Pakistan is a critical ally of the United 
States. For too long, however, our relationship 
with Pakistan has been one of fits and starts, 
depending on events in the region and who 
happens to be in power in Pakistan. It is time 
for us the United States to forge a truly stra-
tegic partnership with Pakistan, one that goes 
beyond our mutual interest today in counter-
insurgency and counterterrorism and speaks 
to the everyday needs of the average Paki-
stani. 

S. 1707 accomplishes these objectives. The 
legislation would significantly expand eco-
nomic, social and democracy assistance to 
help lay the foundation for a stronger, more 
stable Pakistan. As requested by President 
Obama, this legislation triples the authorization 
for U.S. economic, social, and democratic de-
velopment assistance to Pakistan to $1.5 bil-
lion a year. This assistance promotes demo-
cratic institutions in the short term. In the short 
term, it provides immediate funding for demo-
cratic institutions such as Pakistan’s par-
liament and judicial institutions. For the long 
term, this legislation enables Pakistan’s next 
generation by funding educational and voca-
tional opportunities for women and girls and 
religious minorities. 

As much as we must focus on the internal 
conflicts in Pakistan, we must not forget the 

external issues affecting the region as a whole 
and the need for stabilization. 

Over the years, U.S. assistance to Pakistan 
has fluctuated with political events, sending 
mixed messages and leading most Pakistanis 
to question both our intentions and our staying 
power. Today, many Pakistanis believe the 
United States will cut and run when it serves 
our purpose, a belief which undermines our 
longterm efforts to defeat extremists, foster 
democratic change, and support transparent 
and accountable institutions that promote se-
curity and stability in Pakistan. 

However, the status quo is not working: 
many in the United States believe we are pay-
ing too much and getting too little—and most 
Pakistanis believe exactly the opposite. With-
out changing this baseline, there is little likeli-
hood of drying up popular tolerance for anti- 
U.S. terrorist groups or persuading Pakistani 
leaders to devote the political capital nec-
essary to deny such groups sanctuary and 
covert material support. 

The bill helps bridge a sustainable U.S.- 
Pakistan partnership through an increased 
focus on public diplomacy and engagement. 
S. 1707 authorizes a new exchange program 
for Pakistani civil servants and military officers 
in order to foster greater respect for and un-
derstanding of the principle of civilian rule in 
Pakistan’s military. By building bridges to Paki-
stan and its people, the legislation is intended 
to provide a new, more positive framework for 
U.S.-Pakistan relations. Finally, the bill author-
izes an extensive increase in military assist-
ance to help Pakistan wage an effective coun-
terinsurgency campaign against those forces 
that threaten Pakistan’s national security. 

This legislation establishes a new, more 
positive framework for U.S.-Pakistan relations. 
The legislation establishes a set of principles 
that should govern the U.S.-Pakistan relation-
ship, including the actions that the two coun-
tries should take to maintain a robust, relevant 
and lasting relationship. 

Although, I believe that this bill is crucial 
and will be effective, it is only one piece of a 
greater strategy. This bill did not, as I have 
proposed, create a militant rehabilitation pro-
gram to specifically prevent youth from turning 
to militancy from the onset. Financial support 
and job opportunities would be provided to 
graduates of the rehabilitation programs as in-
centives for steering insurgents away from 
militancy. This amendment would have greatly 
fostered counterterrorism efforts, and I hope 
that some of the many outstanding groups 
working in Pakistan will take the initiative in 
implementing this proposal. 

I have been to Pakistan many times. My be-
lief in this country and its relationship with the 
United States drove me to co-chair the Paki-
stan Caucus. 

Benazir Bhutto, shortly before her death 
said that ‘‘The next few months are critical to 
Pakistan’s future direction as a democratic 
state committed to promoting peace, fighting 
terrorism and working for social justice. De-
mocracy is necessary to peace and to under-
mining the forces of terrorism.’’ I had the 
pleasure of knowing the late Benazir Bhutto 
and losing her was truly a tragedy felt beyond 
Pakistan. She made this statement over two 
years ago, yet is relevant today more than 
ever. 

On May 19, 2009, Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton announced $110 million in emergency 
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