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SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT 

MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE, 
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on 
Oversight of Government Management, 
the Federal Workforce, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia, be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, March 31, 2009, at 10 a.m. 
to conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Sta-
bility through Scandal—a Review of 
the Office of the Chief Financial Offi-
cer.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND WILDLIFE 
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Water and Wildlife of the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
March 31, 2009 at 10 a.m. in room 406 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building to 
hold a hearing entitled, ‘‘EPA’s Role in 
Promoting Water Use Efficiency.’’ 

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Tom Feeley of 
my staff be granted floor privileges for 
the remainder of the consideration of 
the budget resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Lea Anderson, 
a detailee with the Environment and 
Public Works Committee, be granted 
the privilege of the floor during consid-
eration of Senate Concurrent Resolu-
tion 13. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL AUCTIONEERS DAY 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of and the Senate now 
proceed to S. Res. 86. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the resolution by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 86) designating April 

18, 2009, as ‘‘National Auctioneers Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 86) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 

S. RES. 86 

Whereas auctions have played an impor-
tant role in the sale and exchange of goods 
for nearly 2,000 years; 

Whereas auctions have been an integral 
part of the marketplace in the United States 
and around the world; 

Whereas auctioneers sold nearly 
$268,400,000,000 in goods and assets in 2008; 

Whereas the National Auctioneers Associa-
tion has 5,000 members and has its head-
quarters in Overland Park, Kansas; 

Whereas, in 2008, members of the National 
Auctioneers Association raised $16,000,000,000 
for charity through benefit auctions; 

Whereas auctions are growing in popu-
larity and are used with increasing fre-
quency in the marketplace; 

Whereas, through competitive bidding, 
auctions demonstrate how the free enter-
prise system establishes fair market value; 

Whereas trained professional auctioneers 
ensure that auctions are conducted in a man-
ner that is fair to both buyers and sellers; 

Whereas, in the past, Federal, State, and 
local governments have designated days and 
weeks to celebrate auctioneers; and 

Whereas the designation by the Senate of 
April 18, 2009, as ‘‘National Auctioneers Day’’ 
will heighten awareness of the contributions 
made by auctions and auctioneers to the 
economy, culture, and way of life of the peo-
ple of the United States: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates April 
18, 2009, as ‘‘National Auctioneers Day’’. 

f 

FINANCIAL LITERACY MONTH 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 94, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 94) designating April 

2009 as ‘‘Financial Literacy Month.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise in 
support of a resolution to designate 
April as Financial Literacy Month. 
First, I would like to thank my cospon-
sors, Senators DODD, CRAPO, KENNEDY, 
ENZI, HAGAN, CORKER, LEVIN, WICKER, 
SCHUMER, INOUYE, MENENDEZ, DURBIN, 
STABENOW, JOHNSON, CARDIN, CARPER, 
LINCOLN, MURRAY, and GILLIBRAND. As 
in past years, I am once again pleased 
to work with my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to promote financial 
literacy for people of all ages across 
America. 

This resolution highlights the need 
to promote financial literacy in our 
homes, schools, workplaces, and com-
munities. Education in personal fi-
nance means empowerment, because it 
can provide people with the tools they 
need for sound decision-making and fu-
ture economic opportunities. Unfortu-
nately, many individuals do not under-
stand even the basics of our increas-
ingly complex economic system. Al-
though much continues to be done to 
provide Americans with an education 
in personal finance and economics, a 
number of troubling indicators show 

that many people are not equipped to 
negotiate financial choices. 

For instance, according to the 
Jump$tart Coalition for Personal Fi-
nancial Literacy, many students who 
graduate from high school lack basic 
skills in the management of personal 
finances such as the ability to effec-
tively balance their checking account. 
The average score of high school stu-
dents in the Department of the Treas-
ury sponsored 2008 National Financial 
Literacy Challenge was a 56 percent— 
an ‘‘F.’’ While some States have begun 
to recognize the need for economic or 
personal finance in their curriculum, 
according to a 2007 ‘‘Survey of the 
States’’ compiled by the Council for 
Economic Education only 22 States re-
quire an economics test as a high 
school graduation requirement. We 
must do more to invest in financial lit-
eracy now for our young men and 
women in order to ensure a knowledge-
able, prosperous generation of future 
American leaders. 

On the other end of the spectrum, the 
2008 Retirement Confidence Survey 
conducted by the Employee Benefit Re-
search Institute found that the per-
centage of workers who were ‘‘very 
confident’’ about having enough money 
for a comfortable retirement decreased 
sharply, from 27 percent in 2007 to 18 
percent in 2008. This is the biggest 1- 
year decline in the 18-year history of 
the survey. To further illustrate this 
problem, approximately 76 million 
adults say they do not have any non-
retirement savings, according to the 
National Foundation for Credit Coun-
seling. These findings suggest a serious 
problem exacerbated by the fact that 
most workers have not calculated how 
much they need to save for retirement, 
even if they believe they are behind 
schedule in their retirement savings. 

Increased financial and economic lit-
eracy can help people navigate around 
the countless pitfalls that confront 
working families. In September 2008, 
consumer bankruptcy filings in the 
United States increased more than 30 
percent from the same period in 2006, 
and there were more than 1,000,000 per-
sonal bankruptcy filings in the United 
States in 2008, according to the Admin-
istrative Office of the United States 
Courts. This was the highest personal 
bankruptcy mark since bankruptcy 
laws were amended in 2005. The current 
market turmoil underscores the crit-
ical need for improved financial lit-
eracy in the United States. 

As leaders and policymakers, we need 
to champion financial literacy efforts 
year round. However, identifying April 
as Financial Literacy Month will allow 
us to focus our attention on this crit-
ical issue. We must continue to address 
financial literacy by educating Ameri-
cans of all ages throughout their life-
time to better protect consumers and 
expand access to economic empower-
ment opportunities. Once again, I 
thank my colleagues for their support 
of this resolution. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
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be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the resolution be 
printed in the RECORD, without further 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 94) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 94 

Whereas, in September 2008, consumer 
bankruptcy filings in the United States in-
creased more than 30 percent from the same 
period in 2006, according to the Administra-
tive Office of the United States Courts; 

Whereas there were more than 1,000,000 
personal bankruptcy filings in the United 
States in 2008, the most since bankruptcy 
laws were amended in 2005, according to the 
Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts; 

Whereas, according to a 2008 ‘‘Flow of 
Funds’’ report by the Federal Reserve, the 
net worth of households in the United States 
fell for the 4th consecutive quarter, dropping 
$2,800,000,000,000, the largest decline in the 57- 
year history of the report; 

Whereas, according to a 2008 ‘‘Flow of 
Funds’’ report by the Federal Reserve, 
household debt in the United States reached 
$14,000,000,000; 

Whereas the 2008 Retirement Confidence 
Survey conducted by the Employee Benefit 
Research Institute found that the percentage 
of workers who were ‘‘very confident’’ about 
having enough money for a comfortable re-
tirement decreased sharply, from 27 percent 
in 2007 to 18 percent in 2008, the biggest 1- 
year decline in the 18-year history of the sur-
vey; 

Whereas the Department of the Treasury 
sponsored the 2008 National Financial Lit-
eracy Challenge, an examination testing 
knowledge of high school students of impor-
tant personal finance concepts; 

Whereas the average score on the examina-
tion was an ‘‘F’’, only 56 percent; 

Whereas the 2007 ‘‘Survey of the States’’ 
compiled by the Council for Economic Edu-
cation found that only 22 States require an 
economics test as a high school graduation 
requirement, 3 fewer than in 2004; 

Whereas many students who graduate from 
high school lack basic skills in the manage-
ment of personal financial affairs and are un-
able to balance a checkbook, according to 
the Jump$tart Coalition for Personal Finan-
cial Literacy; 

Whereas, according to the National Foun-
dation for Credit Counseling, fewer than half 
the people in the United States accessed 
their credit report in 2008, despite the fact 
that such report can be obtained for free and 
contains critically important information 
for consumers; 

Whereas approximately 76,000,000 adults 
say they do not have any non-retirement 
savings, according to the National Founda-
tion for Credit Counseling; 

Whereas expanding access to the main-
stream financial system will provide individ-
uals with less expensive and more secure op-
tions for managing finances and building 
wealth; 

Whereas quality personal financial edu-
cation is essential to ensure that individuals 
are prepared to manage money, credit, and 
debt, and to become responsible workers, 
heads of households, investors, entre-
preneurs, business leaders, and citizens; 

Whereas increased financial literacy em-
powers individuals to make wise financial 

decisions and reduces the confusion caused 
by an increasingly complex economy; 

Whereas a greater understanding of, and 
familiarity with, financial markets and in-
stitutions will lead to increased economic 
activity and growth; 

Whereas, in 2003, Congress found it impor-
tant to coordinate Federal financial literacy 
efforts and formulate a national strategy; 
and 

Whereas, in light of that finding, Congress 
passed the Financial Literacy and Education 
Improvement Act of 2003 (Public Law 108–159; 
117 Stat. 2003) establishing the Financial Lit-
eracy and Education Commission and desig-
nating the Office of Financial Education of 
the Department of the Treasury to provide 
support for the Commission: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 2009 as ‘‘Financial Lit-

eracy Month’’ to raise public awareness 
about— 

(A) the importance of personal financial 
education in the United States; and 

(B) the serious consequences that may re-
sult from a lack of understanding about per-
sonal finances; and 

(2) calls on the Federal Government, 
States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, and the people of the 
United States to observe the month with ap-
propriate programs and activities. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF IOWA MEN’S WRES-
TLING TEAM 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 95, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 95) congratulating the 

University of Iowa men’s wrestling team for 
winning the 2009 National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association Division I Wrestling Cham-
pionship. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate the University of 
Iowa wrestling team for their national 
championship victory two weekends 
ago. 

On March 21, 2009 wrestling fans all 
across the country were treated to an 
exceptional match in St. Louis, MO, 
while watching the University of Iowa 
clinch the NCAA Division I Wrestling 
Championship. Throughout the year, 
the Hawkeyes maintained an overall 
No. 1 ranking in the Nation. 

This year’s wrestling team finished 
the season with a perfect record for the 
12th time in the school’s history. The 
outstanding grapplers and coaches pro-
duced a great season, winning numer-
ous awards and praise throughout the 
country. I also want to take a special 
moment and congratulate the Univer-
sity of Iowa wrestling head coach Tom 
Brands, who has led the team to two 
straight national championships in 
only 3 years at the helm of the Hawk-
eye wrestling team. 

The University of Iowa students, 
alumni, faculty and fans are com-

mitted to keeping alive the tradition of 
wrestling in Iowa and bringing pride to 
the state, as well as the University of 
Iowa. I want to congratulate the Uni-
versity of Iowa Hawkeyes for winning 
the 2009 NCAA Division I Wrestling 
Championship and recognize the 
achievements and efforts of the wres-
tlers, coaches, fans and staff who 
helped the team achieve this signifi-
cant victory. 

I also want to speak to congratulate 
the Morningside College women’s bas-
ketball team for winning the 2009 Na-
tional Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics—NAIA—Division II national 
championship. 

On March 27, 2009, the Morningside 
College Mustangs won the national 
title game over the Hastings College 
Broncos in Sioux City. Just a day be-
fore, the Mustangs captured the Great 
Plains Athletic Conference—GPAC— 
championship title and finished with a 
perfect 18–0 record. 

A couple of individual congratula-
tions are in order here today also. Head 
Coach Jamie Sale was named NAIA Di-
vision II National Coach of the Year, 
senior Autumn Bartel was named Most 
Valuable Player (MVP) of the NAIA Di-
vision II national championship, and 
senior Dani Gass was also named NAIA 
Division II Player of the Year. 

Of special recognition are the seven 
members of the Mustangs team who 
were named 2009 Daktronics-NAIA 
Scholar-Athletes for maintaining a 
minimum grade point average of 3.5. 
These members included Cara Ander-
son, Autumn Bartel, Emily Christen, 
Sarah Culp, Mackenzi Mendlik, Roni 
Miller, and Brittany Williamson. 

The Morningside College Mustangs 
received a unanimous number one 
ranking in the final NAIA Division II 
Women’s Basketball Coaches Top 25 
Poll while finishing the season with a 
perfect 38–0 record, only the second 
team in NAIA Division II women’s bas-
ketball history to do so. 

I want to congratulate these athletes 
on demonstrating exceptional accom-
plishments both in the classroom and 
on the court. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate, and that any statements re-
lating to the resolution be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 95) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 95 

Whereas on March 21, 2009, in St. Louis, 
Missouri, the University of Iowa Hawkeyes 
won the 2009 National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation (NCAA) Division I Wrestling Cham-
pionship with a total of 96.5 team points; 

Whereas the University of Iowa is one of 
the premier academic institutions in the 
State of Iowa; 
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