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HONORING THE SERVICE OF 

STATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
FARM SERVICE AGENCY, DOTSON 
COLLINS 

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Arkansas Executive Director of 
Farm Service Agency, Dotson Collins, for his 
commitment to this country. 

Dotson has led a life of service, first in the 
U.S. Armed Forces. He studied agriculture 
under the GI Bill and he used that knowledge 
and understanding to become a leader in the 
field. 

Dotson first served as USDA State Execu-
tive Director under President Ronald Reagan 
and President George H.W. Bush. In 2006, 
under President George W. Bush he was anx-
ious to do it again. 

Dotson devoted his life to helping Arkansas. 
The list of positions he has held is impressive, 
from Labor Commissioner and Director of the 
Commodity Food Stamp Division, to Policy 
Advisor of Agriculture, Veterans and Military 
Affairs, Environment and Rural Development. 

In roles that would leave the rest of us tired, 
Dotson found time to serve as President of the 
Christian Union Council, a position he has 
held for the last 20 years and he’s looking at 
ways he can continue to help Arkansans. 

I appreciate the leadership Dotson has 
shown and most of all I appreciate his friend-
ship. 

f 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE STEEL 
INDUSTRY 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker, there is per-
haps no industry that better encompasses the 
American spirit than the steel industry. Span-
ning for generations, the steel industry has of-
fered the benefit of employment to millions of 
Americans, producing material that would 
serve as the backbone of America. 

Earlier today, a number of my colleagues 
joined me for a hearing entitled the ‘‘State of 
the Steel Industry.’’ At the hearing, industry 
executives joined with labor unions to discuss 
the future of American steel production. 

The present economic recession, coupled 
with the dubious trade and economic policies 
of competing nations abroad, makes the future 
of the industry of grave concern. In my district 
alone, hundreds of Ohioans depend on the in-
dustry for gainful employment. These jobs are 
good jobs. Given the present state of the 
economy in Ohio, we cannot afford to lose 
these jobs. 

I am proud to be a Member of the Congres-
sional Steel Caucus, and proud to have the 
opportunity to work on behalf of the millions of 
Americans whose employment depends on 
the production of American steel. I look for-
ward to working with all of my colleagues who 
share my passion for this issue to ensure that 
the American steel industry can thrive. 

There is no question that American steel 
can compete with any industry in the world on 

a level playing field. Congress must make that 
field even. 

f 

HONORING KEVIN CORWIN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Kevin Corwin of Gallatin, 
Missouri. Kevin is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 67, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Kevin has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Kevin has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Kevin Corwin for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF KEN RUFENER 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
memory of my friend, Ken Rufener, who 
passed away Saturday after a fulfilling 89 
years. 

Ken Rufener was the epitome of service. He 
served as a United States Air Force statistical 
officer in the Far Eastern theater during World 
War II, and subsequently made the Air Force 
his first career. Before retiring 26 years later, 
Ken was assigned to the Pentagon before 
being loaned to the Rand Corporation in 
Southern California 

After the Air Force, Ken moved his wife, 
Doris, and their two children to Westlake Vil-
lage and he went to work as a cost analyst for 
the Hughes Aircraft company for the next 15 
years. 

His new home became the beneficiary of 
Ken’s energy, sense of service and sense of 
community. He helped bring youth baseball to 
Westlake Village, serving as first vice presi-
dent and coach of the Westlake Athletic Asso-
ciation. He is credited with keeping the 
Westlake Golf Course from becoming an in-
dustrial park. Ken also served as president of 
the First Neighborhood Homeowners Associa-
tion. 

In 1987, Ken was elected to the Westlake 
City Council for his first of two 4-year terms 
and served as mayor for 2 years. After retiring 
from the council, Ken was elected in 1997 to 
a 4-year term on the Las Virgenes District 
Water Board. 

Ken was a member of the Military Order of 
the World Wars and the Retired Officers Asso-
ciation of America. 

Among the awards Ken received for his 
service were the Patrick Henry Patriotism 
Award, Westlake Village Citizen of the Year, 

and the Conejo Valley/Las Virgenes Civitas 
award for service to the Conejo Valley. 

Ken and Doris’s daughter, Karen, died 
about 10 years ago. 

Madam Speaker, I know my colleagues will 
join my wife, Janice, and me in offering condo-
lences to Ken’s wife of 62 years, Doris, their 
son, David, and all their family and friends, 
and in celebrating Ken’s life of service to his 
country, his community and his family. 

Godspeed, Ken. 
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CONDEMNING THE ATTACK ON 
THE TIFERET ISRAEL SYNA-
GOGUE IN CARACAS, VENEZUELA 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to express my profound 
concern and indignation regarding the recent 
attack on the Tiferet Israel Sephardic syna-
gogue in Caracas, Venezuela. 

The attack, which occurred just days after 
International Holocaust Remembrance Day, on 
the Jewish Sabbath, was reminiscent of 
Kristallnacht. 

For five hours, violent anti-Semites profaned 
and vandalized a Sephardic synagogue in 
capital city Caracas, leaving behind graffiti 
with words of hatred. 

But the violence didn’t stop there. Sacred 
torah scrolls were hurled about recklessly and 
damaged. The synagogue’s guard was held at 
gunpoint and was found on the floor of the 
building by synagogue members on Saturday 
morning. 

Let me be clear. This brazen attack on the 
Venezuelan Jewish community did not occur 
in a vacuum. 

It was the direct result of the Venezuelan 
government’s leaders, officials, media com-
mentators and others, who have fostered an 
atmosphere of intimidation against the Jewish 
community. 

During the Gaza crisis, anti-Semitic and 
anti-Israel statements were made by the Ven-
ezuelan President, the foreign minister, interior 
minister, the president of the national assem-
bly, a number of congress members, and gov-
ernors across the country. 

In the most recent example of his blatantly 
anti-Semitic public comments, President Hugo 
Chavez said ‘‘the Israelis criticize Hitler but 
have done something worse,’’ and also asked 
‘‘Don’t Jews repudiate the Holocaust? This is 
precisely what we’re witnessing.’’ 

Hateful, fear-mongering comments like 
these were condemned by our own Depart-
ment of State, in a 2008 report where they list-
ed ‘‘drawing comparisons of contemporary 
Israeli policy to that of the Nazis’’ as an exam-
ple of anti-Semitism. 

President Chavez ‘‘condemned’’ Friday’s at-
tack on Tiferet Israel as briefly as possible, 
making no mention of plans to ensure the 
safety and security of the Jewish community in 
his country. He did, however, take a consider-
able amount of time to throw mud at his oppo-
nents, accusing them of staging the syna-
gogue assault. This is unacceptable. 

In November 2008, President Chavez 
signed a statement along with the presidents 
of Argentina and Brazil condemning religious 
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