February 6, 2006

total premiums, or over $600 million
every year. That is a tremendous
amount of savings—money that could
be used to expand FEHBP benefits, in-
crease the number of eligible employ-
ees, or lower premiums for FEHBP
beneficiaries. Using its tremendous
purchasing power, the Federal Govern-
ment could help spur the health care
industry to move to a completely
paperless system for processing trans-
actions in all government health pro-
grams as well as the private sector.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
this effort to increase efficiency and
reduce costs. Every American should
have access to affordable health care,
and this bill is one step towards mak-
ing that a reality.

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been rescheduled be-
fore the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

The hearing originally scheduled for
Thursday, February, 9, 2006 at 2:30 p.m.
in room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building will now be held on
Tuesday, February 14, 2006 at 10 a.m. in
the same room.

The purpose of the hearing is to dis-
cuss the Energy Information Adminis-
tration’s 2006 Annual Energy Outlook
on trends and issues affecting the
United States’ energy market.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510-6150.

For further information, please con-
tact Lisa Epifani 202-224-5269 or Shan-
non Ewan at 202-224-7555.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

The hearing will be held on Tuesday,
February 14, 2006 at 2:30 p.m. in room
SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony regarding S. 2197, to
improve the global competitiveness of
the United States in science and en-
ergy technology, to strengthen basic
research programs at the Department
of Energy, and to provide support for
mathematics and science education at
all levels through the resources avail-
able through the Department of En-
ergy, including at the National Labora-
tories.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
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by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510-6150.

For further information, please con-
tact Kathryn Clay (202) 224-6224 or
Steve Waskiewicz at (202) 228-6195.

———

AUTHORITIES FOR COMMITTEES
TO MEET

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet on Monday, February 6, 2006, at 2
p.m. for a hearing titled, ‘‘Hurricane
Katrina: Managing Law Enforcement
and Communications in a Catas-
trophe.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet to conduct a hearing on ‘‘Exec-
utive Nominations’ on Monday, Feb-
ruary 6, 2006 at 9:30 a.m. in Hart Senate
Office Building Room 226. The hearing
is expected to continue throughout the
afternoon.

Witness list

Panel 1. The Honorable Alberto
Gonzales, Attorney General, U.S. De-
partment of Justice, Washington, DC.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Jesse Wald, a
fellow on my staff, be granted the
privilege of the floor for the remainder
of debate on S. 852, the Fairness in As-
bestos Injury Resolution Act of 2005.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 7, 2006

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:45 a.m. on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 7. I further ask that following
the prayer and the pledge, the morning
hour be deemed expired, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
time for the two leaders be reserved,
and the Senate proceed to a period of
morning business for up to 60 minutes,
with the first 30 minutes under the
control of the Democratic leader or his
designee and the second 30 minutes
under the control of the majority lead-
er or his designee, and that the Senate
then resume consideration of the mo-
tion to proceed to S. 852, the asbestos
bill.

S731

I further ask that the Senate stand in
recess from 12:30 until 2:15 p.m. to ac-

commodate the weekly party luncheon.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, tomorrow
the Senate will continue to debate the
motion to proceed to S. 852, the asbes-
tos bill. A few minutes ago we filed clo-
ture on the motion to proceed, and
that vote will occur at 6 p.m. tomor-
row. There will be no rollcall votes
until 6 p.m. tomorrow to accommodate
those Senators traveling to Georgia for
the funeral service of Coretta Scott
King.

———————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:45 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
the Senate stand in adjournment under
the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:14 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday,
February 7, 2006, at 9:45 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate February 6, 2006:
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

BENEDICT S. COHEN, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
TO BE GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE
ARMY, VICE STEVEN JOHN MORELLO, SR., RESIGNED.

SECURITIES INVESTOR PROTECTION
CORPORATION

ARMANDO J. BUCELO, JR., OF FLORIDA, TO BE A DIREC-
TOR OF THE SECURITIES INVESTOR PROTECTION COR-
PORATION FOR A TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2008.
(REAPPOINTMENT)

TODD S. FARHA, OF FLORIDA, TO BE A DIRECTOR OF
THE SECURITIES INVESTOR PROTECTION CORPORATION
FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE TERM EXPIRING DECEM-
BER 31, 2006, VICE WILLIAM ROBERT TIMKEN, JR., RE-
SIGNED.

TODD S. FARHA, OF FLORIDA, TO BE A DIRECTOR OF
THE SECURITIES INVESTOR PROTECTION CORPORATION
FOR A TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2009. (REAPPOINT-
MENT)

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
ROBERT M. MCDOWELL, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEMBER
OF THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION FOR A

TERM OF FIVE YEARS FROM JULY 1, 2004, VICE KATH-
LEEN Q. ABERNATHY, RESIGNED.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
MAURICIO J. TAMARGO, OF FLORIDA, TO BE CHAIRMAN
OF THE FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION OF

THE UNITED STATES FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER
30, 2009. (REAPPOINTMENT)

IN THE AIR FORCE
THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT

IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be major general

BRIG. GEN. GLENN F. SPEARS

THE FOLLOWING AIR NATIONAL GUARD OF THE UNITED
STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE RESERVE
OF THE AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER
TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be major general
BRIG. GEN. DENNIS G. LUCAS
To be judge advocate general of the United
States

MAJ. GEN. JACK L. RIVES

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE REGULAR AIR FORCE OF THE UNITED STATES TO
THE POSITION AND GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10,
T.S.C., SECTION 8037:

To be major general and to be the deputy judge
advocate general of the United States Air Force

BRIG. GEN. CHARLES J. DUNLAP, JR.
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