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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Mrs. 

Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate had passed with an 
amendment a bill of the house of the 
following title. 

H.R. 1400. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide penalties for aiming 
laser pointers at airplanes, and for other pur-
poses. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed bills of the following 
titles in which the concurrence of the 
House is requested: 

S. 119. An act to provide for the protection 
of unaccompanied alien children, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 716. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to enhance services provided by 
vet centers, to clarify and improve the provi-
sion of breavement counseling by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1182. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve health care for vet-
erans, and for other purposes. 

S. 1184. An act to waive the passport fees 
for a relative of a deceased member of the 
Armed Forces proceeding abroad to visit the 
grave of such member or to attend a funeral 
or memorial service for such member. 

S. 1315. An act to require a report on 
progress toward the Millenium Development 
Goals, and for other purposes. 

S. 2167. An act to amend the USA PA-
TRIOT Act to extend the sunset of certain 
provisions of the Act and the lone wolf provi-
sion of the Intelligence Reform and Ter-
rorism Prevention Act of 2004 to July 1, 2006. 

S. 2170. An act to provide for global patho-
gen surveillance and response. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has agreed to concurrent reso-
lutions of the following titles in which 
the concurrence of the House is re-
quested: 

S. Con. Res. 74. Concurrent resolution 
making appropriation for the Department of 
Defense for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 2006, and for other purposes. 

S. Con. Res. 75. Concurrent resolution en-
couraging all Americans to increase their 
charitable giving, with the goal of increasing 
the annual amount of charitable giving in 
the United States by 1 percent. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate agreed to the report of the com-
mittee of conference on the further 
conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 3010) ‘‘An 
Act making appropriations for the De-
partments of Labor, Health and Human 
Services, and Education, and Related 
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other pur-
poses.’’ 

The message also announced that the 
Senate agreed to the report of the com-
mittee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amend-

ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
1815) ‘‘An Act to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2006 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes.’’. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate agreed to the report of the com-
mittee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (S. 1281) 
‘‘An Act to authorize appropriations 
for the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration for science, aero-
nautics, exploration, exploration capa-
bilities, and the Inspector General, and 
for other purposes, for fiscal years 2006, 
2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010.’’. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate, having had under consideration 
the report of the committee of con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the amendment of the 
House to the bill (S. 1932) ‘‘An Act to 
provide for reconciliation pursuant to 
section 202(a) of the concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget for fiscal year 2006 
(H. Con. Res. 95).’’, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate defeated 
the conference report by operation of 
the Budget Act; be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate concur in 
the amendment of the House with fur-
ther amendment. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, Speaker pro 
tempore WOLF signed the following en-
rolled bills on Wednesday, December 
21, 2005: 

S. 205, to authorize the American 
Battle Monuments Commission to es-
tablish in the State of Louisiana a me-
morial to honor the Buffalo Soldiers; 

S. 652, to provide financial assistance 
for the rehabilitation of the Benjamin 
Franklin National Memorial in Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania, and the develop-
ment of an exhibit to commemorate 
the 300th anniversary of the birth of 
Benjamin Franklin; 

S. 1238, to amend the Public Lands 
Corps Act of 1993 to provide for the 
conduct of projects that protect for-
ests, and for other purposes; 

S. 1310, to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to allow the Columbia Gas 
Transmission Corporation to increase 
the diameter of a natural gas pipeline 
located in the Delaware Water Gap Na-
tional Recreation Area, to allow cer-
tain commercial vehicles to continue 
to use Route 209 within Delaware 
Water Gap National Recreation Area, 
and to extend the termination date of 
the National Park System Advisory 
Board to January 1, 2007; 

S. 1481, to amend the Indian Land 
Consolidation Act to provide for pro-
bate reform; 

S. 1892, to amend Public Law 107–153 
to modify a certain date; 

S. 1988, to authorize the transfer of 
items in the War Reserves Stockpile 
for Allies, Korea. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, December 22, 2005. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 22, 2005, at 2:30 pm: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment—H. Con. Res. 59. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment—H. Con. Res. 196. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment—H. Con. Res. 230. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment—H. Con. Res. 324. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment—H.R. 972. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment—H.R. 2017. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment—H.R. 3179. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment—H.R. 4501. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment—H.R. 4525. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment—H.R. 4579. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment—H.R. 4635. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment—H.R. 4637. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

USA PATRIOT ACT 1-MONTH 
EXTENSION 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Committee on the Judiciary and the 
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence be discharged from further con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 4647) to 
amend the USA PATRIOT ACT to ex-
tend the sunset of certain provisions of 
such Act, and ask for its immediate 
consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the bill, as follows: 

H.R. 4647 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS 

OF THE USA PATRIOT ACT. 
Section 224(a) of the Uniting and Strength-

ening America by Providing Appropriate 
Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct 
Terrorism (USA PATRIOT ACT) Act of 2001 
(Public Law 107–56; 115 Stat. 295) is amended 
by striking ‘‘December 31, 2005’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘February 3, 2006’’. 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, in the 
wake of the September 11, 2001 attacks, Con-
gress recognized that our Nation’s intelligence 
and law enforcement communities lacked the 
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statutory tools necessary to meet and defeat 
the international terrorist threat. Large majori-
ties in both Houses passed the PATRIOT Act 
to lower the wall of separation between the in-
telligence and law enforcement communities 
that prevented the sharing of threat informa-
tion that might have averted these attacks. I 
supported the inclusion of sunsets in the PA-
TRIOT Act because I recognized that the en-
largement of Federal law enforcement author-
ity and the attendant risk to civil liberties re-
quired comprehensive examination and affirm-
ative congressional reauthorization. 

Since passage of the PATRIOT Act in Octo-
ber of 2001, I have led aggressive congres-
sional oversight of the implementation of the 
PATRIOT Act before the House Committee on 
the Judiciary, and the legislation has been ex-
haustively examined by the House Committee 
on Intelligence, as well as companion commit-
tees in the other body. The PATRIOT Act con-
ference report is more protective of civil lib-
erties than current law in dozens of areas, and 
is the product of extensive and bipartisan leg-
islative and oversight, as well as intensive bi-
partisan and bicameral negotiations. On De-
cember 14, the House passed the PATRIOT 
Act conference report by a bipartisan vote of 
251–174. 

Last night, the other body ignored the will of 
the House, a majority of PATRIOT Act House- 
Senate conferees, and a clear majority of Sen-
ators bypassing a 6-month extension of the 
PATRIOT Act that contained none of the im-
portant civil liberties provisions carefully nego-
tiated by House and Senate conferees. 

The security of the American people should 
not be subordinated to the partisan 
brinksmanship of a minority of obstructionist 
Senators. It is imperative that the PATRIOT 
Act not be permitted to expire in order to en-
sure that our Nation’s law enforcement and in-
telligence communities are provided the statu-
tory mandate necessary to detect and defeat 
terrorist threats. 

Let me respond to assertions that the con-
ference report does not strengthen the civil lib-
erties provisions of the original PATRIOT Act. 

Senator SCHUMER and others have said that 
we ought to ‘‘mend it, not end it.’’ Senator 
SCHUMER and others fail to recognize that con-
ferees have already extensively mended it, 
and that further mending will have the effect of 
ending the vital antiterrorism provisions con-
tained in this legislation and heighten the risk 
of future terrorist attack. 

With respect to civil liberties enhancements, 
the PATRIOT Act conference report contains 
at least 30 additional civil liberties safeguards, 
many of which were requested by minority 
conferees. This conference report tightens the 
criteria necessary to obtain a multipoint wire-
tap, heightens reporting requirements of their 
use, increases safeguards for the use of de-
layed notice search warrants, imposes strin-
gent requirements for the acquisition of busi-
ness records under section 215 of the legisla-
tion, requires the approval of such orders from 
the FBI Director of other senior executive offi-
cials if they pertain to library, medical, edu-
cational or other records, limits the scope of 
material obtained through these orders, and 
prohibits the dissemination of information ob-
tained. 

The conference report also requires that the 
DOJ Inspector General conduct two separate 
audits of the FBI’s use of section 215 orders 
that will examine: any noteworthy facts or cir-

cumstances relating to 215 orders, including 
any improper or illegal use of the authority; the 
manner in which such information is collected, 
retained, analyzed, and disseminated by the 
FBI; and an assessment of whether the mini-
mization procedures protect the constitutional 
rights of United States persons. 

Allows recipients of National Security Letters 
(NSLs) to consult with legal counsel and cre-
ates an explicit right to judicial review of NSL 
requests. 

Permits a reviewing court to modify or set 
aside an NSL if compliance would be unrea-
sonable, oppressive, or otherwise unlawful— 
this is the same standard used to modify or 
quash a subpoena in a criminal case. 

Requires the DOJ Inspector General to con-
duct two comprehensive audits of the FBI’s 
use of NSLs and requires the Attorney Gen-
eral and the Director of National Intelligence to 
submit to Congress a report on the feasibility 
of applying minimization procedures to NSLs 
to ensure the protection of constitutional rights 
of U.S. persons. 

Adds a new ‘‘sunshine’’ provision that re-
quires annual public reporting on NSLs. Pro-
vides for expanded congressional access to 
significant FISA reporting currently provided to 
the Intelligence Committees. 

Includes a provision requiring the FISA 
Court to submit its rules and procedures to 
Congress. Creates new reporting requirements 
for the use of emergency authorities under 
FISA. Requires new reporting on the use of 
emergency disclosures of communications in-
formation made under section 212 of the USA 
PATRIOT Act. 

Requires the Department of Justice to sub-
mit a report to Congress on the Department’s 
data-mining activities. 

As you can see from this list of changes, 
the conference report does more than just 
mends the PATRIOT Act, it overhauls it in im-
portant ways that a minority of Senators 
refuse to recognize. 

In order to ensure that this vital antiterrorism 
legislation does not expire at the end of this 
month, I offer legislation that provides a 5- 
week extension of the PATRIOT Act. The PA-
TRIOT Act has already been subject to the 
most exhaustive congressional consideration 
of any modem legislation. A 5-week extension 
will permit both bodies to again examine the 
legislation to ensure that it enhances the secu-
rity of the American people while preserving 
our civil liberties. It will also ensure that the 
vital antiterrorism provisions contained in the 
act do not expire as some in the other body 
have openly advocated. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation to renew the critical 
antiterrorism tools contained in the PATRIOT 
Act by supporting passage of H.R. 4647. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on the bill, H.R. 4647, just passed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 

f 

USA PATRIOT ACT 6-MONTH 
EXTENSION 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to take 
from the Speaker’s table the Senate 
bill (S. 2167) to amend the USA PA-
TRIOT ACT to extend the sunset of 
certain provisions of that Act and the 
lone wolf provision of the Intelligence 
Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act 
of 2004 to July 1, 2006, and ask for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
right to object in order to simply ask 
at the proper time that I may be al-
lowed to insert a statement from Mr. 
CONYERS in the RECORD with respect to 
the PATRIOT Act. 

And I have been asked by the distin-
guished minority leader, Ms. PELOSI, to 
read the following statement: 

‘‘Mr. Speaker, I do not intend to ob-
ject to this 1-month extension of the 
PATRIOT Act provision contained in 
this legislation. We would have pre-
ferred a 3- or 6-month extension to 
allow the American people a longer 
time to discuss the very serious im-
pacts of these provisions on the civil 
liberties of the American people. But it 
appears we will only be given 1 month 
for that national debate. 

‘‘I also want it to be clear that this 
legislation involves only a small por-
tion of the PATRIOT Act. Ninety per-
cent of that act is law and remains law, 
regardless of what we do here today. 

‘‘The portion of the law in dispute is 
the very controversial section that af-
fects the basic civil liberties of the 
American people. The rights of our 
citizens, as guaranteed by the Con-
stitution, should not be shoehorned 
into a tight timeframe. We should have 
the time for a vigorous and thorough 
debate. In the meantime, the over-
whelming majority of the PATRIOT 
Act is in place, and will remain in ef-
fect. 

‘‘Mr. Speaker, there is a very crucial 
debate in this country today about the 
rights of American citizens to privacy, 
and about the proper role of the Con-
gress and courts in assuring that no 
one, not even the President, tramples 
on those basic privacy rights without 
complying with the law. In this atmos-
phere, it is appropriate to give addi-
tional time to examine the implica-
tions of these controversial provisions 
of the PATRIOT Act.’’ 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I withdraw 
my reservation of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-

lows: 
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