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HEALTH Act accurately compensates 
patient injuries and maximizes patient 
recovery. Finally, this legislation 
places reasonable limits on punitive 
damages and ensures the payment of 
medical expenses and respects States’ 
rights. 

By passing the HEALTH Act of 2005, 
we will help ensure that doctors spend 
their time addressing the real needs of 
American patients. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

CAFTA 

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
ica must build relationships with our 
neighbors, relationships that benefit 
both our future and theirs. But CAFTA 
is one more example of the White 
House agenda that does neither. It ben-
efits multinational corporations while 
it devalues workers and communities, 
putting corporations on equal footing 
with democratically elected govern-
ments. What is this about? 

Trade agreements should reflect our 
national values and our character. 
CAFTA fails on both measures. Labor 
and environmental standards must be 
an integral part of any trade and nego-
tiation, and CAFTA fails. By failing to 
protect minimum labor rights, includ-
ing protection for female workers 
against discrimination, and failing to 
enforce environmental standards, 
CAFTA not only benefits the multi-
national corporations against our com-
munities, our families, and our envi-
ronment, but it also works against our 
trading partners. We know that this is 
wrong. 

We must get CAFTA back on track. 
We must scrap this version, and we 
must start over. Trade agreements 
that promise jobs in the U.S. as well as 
advancing the economies of our neigh-
bors, that is how we must go. Vote 
against this dog today. 

f 

CAFTA GOOD FOR WORKERS AND 
CONSUMERS OVER THE LONG RUN 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, CAFTA has 
received a lot of criticism from many 
on the other side, but sometimes crit-
ics can be wrong. Does free trade 
present challenges to consumers and 
workers? Absolutely. Is it the death 
knell for manufacturers or textile 
makers? By no means. 

I believe American workers, Amer-
ican products, American ingenuity can 
compete with any other nation on the 
planet, and free trade enables us to do 
it. In so doing, it lowers costs for con-
sumers here and actually creates jobs. 
That is right, hundreds of thousands of 
jobs are insourced to this country. 

We have all dealt with the pain of 
local factories shutting down and busi-
nesses closing, and it is tragic when-
ever it happens. But the fact is that 
even without free trade, businesses 
close. Free trade makes sure we have a 
flow of capital and jobs coming into 
the Nation. 

So should we compete in the global 
economy or let it pass by? I think we 
should compete. I choose more and bet-
ter jobs for our constituents. And, Mr. 
Speaker, this is also a matter of na-
tional security. Vote for CAFTA. 

f 

PRESIDENT PUTTING POLITICS 
ABOVE NATIONAL SECURITY 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, 2 years 
ago, President Bush told the American 
people, if there were a leak out of my 
administration, I would want to know 
who it is. That was 2 years ago. It 
clearly was not a top priority, because 
if the President really wanted an an-
swer to that question, he would have it 
by now. 

When someone in the White House 
leaked Plame’s identity, they com-
promised hundreds of intelligence in-
vestigations that are now taking place 
around the world; this at a time when 
our intelligence-gathering plays a crit-
ical component to our national secu-
rity. 

The outing of a CIA agent should be 
a concern to us all. The President’s 
own father realized the serious impli-
cations of outing covert agents. He 
went as far as to call them almost ac-
tions that are treasonous. Now his son 
refuses to find out who leaked Valerie 
Plame’s name. 

President Bush can continue to state 
that he wants to wait for the grand 
jury to finish its investigation; but if 
this was indeed a top priority for the 
President, he would have an answer by 
now. 

f 

DR–CAFTA 

(Ms. HARRIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to encourage my colleagues to 
pass the Dominican Republic-Central 
American Free Trade Agreement. I 
have spoken here many times on the 
benefits of this bill and what it would 
bring to our Nation and to the State of 
Florida, but let us remember also the 
benefits of free trade flow both ways. 

Not only would expanded trade op-
portunities help American businesses, 
agricultural products, ranchers, and 
workers by removing expensive trade 
impediments and leveling the trade 
playing field; but also with improved 
conditions, we can look forward to a 
time when the threat of illegal nar-
cotics, human smuggling, illegal immi-

gration, and other criminal activities 
is no longer part of the fabric of life in 
Central America, Mexico, and our 
southern United States border. 

Such a development would contribute 
to the security of the United States 
and all of our partners in this hemi-
sphere and would greatly benefit the 
people of Central America. With great-
er development, it will contribute to 
more political stability and a strength-
ened rule of law for our partners in the 
DR–CAFTA region, a region that has 
suffered under the heels of civil war 
and political corruption for far too 
long. 

With expanded trade, the people of 
the Central American region will enjoy 
a higher standard of living and greatly 
improved work conditions. In the 1980s, 
Congress cast difficult votes to mili-
tarily assist these nations to foster 
fledgling democracies. Today, these ef-
forts have proven successful, and we 
are voting to expand our trade opportu-
nities. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this critical politically stabi-
lizing act. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS ON 
CONFERENCE REPORTS 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, it has 
indeed been an incredible week in this 
Congress, where we have seen the con-
ference reports for the energy bill and 
the highway bill both completed, and 
likely they will come to this House 
this week. 

I want to thank the chairman on the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BAR-
TON), who worked so hard on the en-
ergy bill. The chairman was fair and 
listened to all sides of every argument, 
and I believe he has produced a bal-
anced bill. 

The fact is, Mr. Speaker, we can nei-
ther drill nor conserve our way to en-
ergy independence, and indeed this bill 
addresses that fact and also applies sig-
nificant attention to alternative en-
ergy sources as well as hybrid tech-
nology. 

I want to thank the chairman of the 
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure, the gentleman from Alas-
ka (Mr. YOUNG), for pushing so long on 
a process that was frequently derailed 
by politics in the highway bill. I be-
lieve he also has got a good product 
and a product that we can afford. On 
the 50th anniversary of the interstate 
highway system, I believe it is appro-
priate we will be voting to extend the 
highway reauthorization act this week. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Ms. 

Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed bills of the 
following titles in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested: 
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