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In 1956, Mr. Pigeon left Western New York
on a mission to serve this great Nation. For
the next 6 years he was trained as an air traf-
fic controller in the United States Air Force.
Following an honorable discharge, Mr. Pigeon
used the skills he learned in the military to
earn a living in St. Louis and Chicago.

After starting a family with his wife, Barbara,
in 1972 Mr. Pigeon decided to come back to
his hometown and raise his children in the
Town of West Seneca, a suburb of Buffalo.

Upon returning Mr. Pigeon earned a bach-
elor's degree in psychology from the State
University of New York at Buffalo, after which
he devoted his energy as a public servant in
the Town of West Seneca Department of
Building and Grounds, where he worked for
the next 24 years.

In addition to his commitment to his job, Mr.
Pigeon was enthusiastically involved in his
community as a coach and referee for the
West Seneca Youth Hockey Organization, a
member of the Father Baker Council, Knights
of Columbus, a fourth-degree member of Fa-
ther John Schaus Council 4652 Knights of Co-
lumbus and a parishioner of Queen of Heaven
Catholic Church.

Mr. Pigeon passed down his love for public
service to his children including his son Ste-
ven who earned a law degree, was elected by
the residents of Erie County’s 9th District to
serve in the Erie County Legislature and led
the County’s Democratic Party as Chairman of
the Erie County Democratic Committee.

In addition to leaving behind a legacy of
service to this community, Mr. Pigeon leaves
behind a loving family including his wife of 48
years, two daughters, one son, four siblings,
eleven grandchildren and step-grandchildren
and one great grandchild.

Thank you Mr. Speaker, for allowing me to
recognize Mr. Gerald R. Pigeon, a man whose
spirit and involvement has made a lasting
mark on the Western New York Community.

———

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. BARBARA ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Monday, July 11, 2005

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of the parish community
of St. Barbara Roman Catholic Church, as
members and leaders celebrate 100 years of
faith and hope throughout Cleveland’s south-
west side. Throughout the past century, St.
Barbara’s Parish has served as a spiritual ref-
uge, opening its doors to individuals and fami-
lies in search of guidance and peace.

The ministry of St. Barbara’s began in 1905,
serving Polish immigrant families who settled
near Henninger and Denison Roads. Father
Albert Migdalski was appointed as the first
pastor. Pastor Migdalski and a small yet dedi-
cated group of parishioners led the effort to
construct St. Barbara’s first permanent home.
On Christmas Day in 1907, Pastor Migdalski
celebrated the first mass at the new church
building, constructed on the corner of Valley
Road and Elston Avenue. A church hall and
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pastoral residence were also built on the
grounds.

Since that time, a number of pastors and
parishioners have served as critical guides in
the journey of the faithful at St. Barbara’s
Church. Over the years, the parish community
of St. Barbara’s has evolved and grown, and
has also survived numerous struggles and
hardships. Tragedy struck St. Barbara’s in
1916, when a fire completely destroyed the
church. Eventually, because of its committed
members and leaders, St. Barbara’s Church
and School were built near West 15th and
Denison Avenue. The school operated for
more than 40 years, until financial struggles
forced its closure in 1969.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of every past and
current member and spiritual leader of St. Bar-
bara’s Church. Despite hardship and adver-
sity, St. Barbara’s parish continues to provide
a haven of faith, guidance, renewal and sup-
port for more than 350 families, along Cleve-
land’s southwest side and far beyond.

HONORING RAYMOND DUNNING,
JR.
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the service and commitment of Ray-
mond Dunning Jr. Mr. Dunning has served his
community in a variety of capacities his entire
life, and | would like to take the opportunity to
recognize this man’s life on the eve of his re-
tirement.

Throughout his life, Mr. Dunning has been
selfless, starting with his commitment to excel-
lence in the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps
(ROTC) program during his college years at
Sam Houston State. During his time there, he
won numerous awards for achievement, culmi-
nating his senior year, where he served as
ROTC commander and then was selected
from thousands of applicants to receive a
Regular Army Commission of Second Lieuten-
ant upon graduation in 1964. While serving in
Vietnam, he rose to the rank of Captain, was
awarded the Bronze Star with “V” Device in
May of 68, and then in August of 68 he re-
ceived a Bronze Star with First Oak Leaf Clus-
ter.

Since his discharge from the army, Mr. Dun-
ning has worked tirelessly to improve the lives
of those around him, both through his profes-
sional career and in his spare time. He worked
with a hospital management company which
helped troubled hospitals get back on their
feet. Since moving to Lewisville, in his capac-
ity as President and CEO of the hospital sys-
tem, Mr. Dunning has worked hard to improve
the local health care system by helping to ex-
pand the hospital system and also by improv-
ing the standard of care. The hospital has
more than doubled its bed capacity and added
a new ICU and a cardiovascular line.

Many men would be happy with those pro-
fessional accomplishments, but it is what Mr.
Dunning has done in his spare time that re-
sulted in him being named Lewisville’s Citizen
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of the year in 1994. He has served on the
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors,
helped to grow the local golf tournament, par-
ticipated in committees dedicated to improving
the local police and school systems, and vol-
unteered to be the director of the local United
Way. This is just a short list of the many hats
he has worn to help the Lewisville area grow
and flourish.

It is with great honor | stand here today to
recognize a man who has touched so many
people on a personal level and asked nothing
in return.
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Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, due to a
death in my family, | was absent from the
House of Representatives on Friday, June 24,
2005. Should | have been in attendance, |
would have voted in the following manner:

Rollcall 310: no.

Rollcall 312: aye.

Rollcall 314: no.

Rollcall 318: no.

Rollcall 321: aye.

———

MAKING SUPPLEMENTAL APPRO-
PRIATIONS FOR VETERANS MED-
ICAL SERVICES

SPEECH OF

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR.
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Thursday, June 20, 2005

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 3130 because it provides much
needed medical care funding for our Nation’s
veterans.

As we approach our Nation’s 229th birthday,
we reflect upon what has kept the United
States as a free and sovereign Nation—it is
our veterans, who have fought to protect the
freedoms we cherish every day.

The passage of H.R. 3130 is critical, as it
provides nearly $1 billion in emergency fund-
ing for the Department of Veterans Affairs to
continue treating veterans’ health care needs.
We made a promise to our veterans to provide
them with health care when they made a
promise to our Nation to defend us from evils
around the world.

Since 1995, Congress has doubled the
spending for each veteran. In just the last five
years, Congress has increased spending on
veterans health care by $10 billion—and this
is not counting the additional funding, nearly
$1 billion, in H.R. 3130.

H.R. 3130 solidifies the fact that the House
of Representatives stands committed to ensur-
ing that the needs of our Nation’s veterans are
met.

| urge all my colleagues to vote in favor of
this very important legislation. | continue to
hold all armed forces veterans in the highest
regard and pray for the safety of those cur-
rently serving in the armed forces around the
world.
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