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Catholic priest instead of a lawyer. However,
just months before completing seminary, he
left to pursue law school. Since then, he has
tried cases in every county in the state of Wis-
consin, and has served as a Milwaukee Coun-
ty Court Commissioner for over 50 years.

Mr. Frinzi has received many high honors
during his career, including the Justinian Soci-
ety’s Justinian Man of the Year Award, the
Italian Community Center's Theodore Mazza
Community Service Award, the Milwaukee
Ethnic Council’s Vision for Milwaukee Award,
the Fraternal Order of Eagles’ Italian Person
of the Year Award, and UNICO National’s Dr.
Anthony P. Vastola Gold Medal Award for
service.

In 2002, because of his tremendous accom-
plishments as an ltalian American, Mr. Frinzi
was knighted by the Italian government, re-
ceiving the title Cavaliere all’Ordine del Merto
della Repubblica Italiana, or Knight of the
Order of Merit.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all of my colleagues to
join me in congratulating an outstanding Italian
American jurist, community leader, and promi-
nent Milwaukee citizen, Mr. Dominic Frinzi, on
his achievements as he takes on the role of
president of the National Italian American Bar
Association. We in Milwaukee are truly
blessed to have him as our neighbor and look
forward to his many additional civic and pro-
fessional contributions in the years to come.

HONORING CANDY GARDNER
HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 17, 2005

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Candy Gardner, a longtime resident
of San Antonio, whose family has woven itself
into the fabric of our city over their four gen-
erations of residence. As leaders of the Tem-
ple Beth-El, they have worked tirelessly to im-
prove the lot of the members of their con-
gregation and those throughout the city. And,
Candy has been no different as she has vol-
unteered in a number of different capacities at
Temple Beth-El and in San Antonio. In rec-
ognition of her efforts, on May 18, 2005 the
Honors Committee of the Temple Beth-El Sis-
terhood will name Candy the 2005 Or Tamid
for her countless hours of hard work in the
Temple and our community.

A beautiful tradition stretching from the be-
ginnings of Western civilization, Judaism is a
faith built on works. It is the duty of every Jew
to make a more perfect world not only for their
family and immediate world but the larger
community as well, and Candy’s actions have
been guided by this credo. Candy has devoted
countless hours to the Sisterhood as the VP of
Advancement of Judaism, VP of Human Rela-
tions, and President. She has also served as
the committee chair for Publicity, Program,
Docents, Oneg Shabbats, Yearbook, and Nee-
dlework Group. Moreover, in addition to her
responsibilities as the Courtesy Chair and the
Women’s Torah Study Chair, Candy proofs
the Bulletin, the publication of Temple Beth-El,
and the Yom Kippur Book of Remembrance,
and even leads docent tours of the Temple
which is fitting since she rewrote the docent
guidebook after the congregation moved back
into the finished building.
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However, | do not want to create the im-
pression Candy limits her efforts to the Tem-
ple as she has served as President of the Any
Baby Can Alliance, San Antonio Chapter of
ORT, and School Class Acts. Also, she has
been vital in fostering the arts in our city as a
Friend of the McNay Museum, and a member
of the San Antonio Symphony League. Of
course, Judaism has long advocated for and
supported the enrichment of our existence that
art can provide, and her efforts have aimed to
ensure San Antonio would not be without this
vital sustenance.

As dedicated as Candy has been to building
and strengthening the institution of Temple
Beth-El, she has also worked to deepen her
own understanding of Judaism and also to
help others better know the Tanakh. Her devo-
tion to continuing education embodies another
central tenet of Judaism, that of constant in-
vestigation and reexamination in order to bet-
ter understand the tradition as it has devel-
oped and progressed through the centuries. |
laud this dogged pursuit of knowledge and en-
lightenment since it can strengthen the im-
pulse to invest one’s life in helping others.
Candy’s life is certainly living proof of this dy-
namic.

Of course, Candy is a wife, a mother, and
a grandmother, the latter a job she considers
the best of all. | imagine her family is proud
that her years of dedication are being recog-
nized as she receives this award. | am also
proud to know that San Antonio is home to a
person relentless in her mission to make it a
better place.
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Paige Peterson, an 11-year-old girl who
passed away November 8th, 2004 after a long
and valiant battle with cancer.

Like most 11-year-old girls, Paige Peterson
loved to dress-up, dance, ride horses and
spend time with her family and friends. But,
unlike most little girls, Paige spent years bat-
tling neuroblastoma, an aggressive and deadly
cancer.

Sustained by her extraordinary faith and
spirit, Paige breathed life into the community
of young cancer sufferers as a spokesperson
for the Children’s Hospice & Palliative Care
Coalition. In her own words, she was proud to
be a “guinea pig” in several clinical trails with
the hope that one day one of these trials
would find a cure for neuroblastoma.

Driven by her desire to proffer the message
that “kids get cancer too,” Paige met with First
Lady Laura Bush, Congressman SAM FARR,
Senator BARBARA BOXER, Senator DIANNE
FEINSTEIN, and hundreds of other individuals
and organizations across the country. In the
end, she left behind a legacy of compassion
and courage and a challenge to Congress to
enact healthcare policies which honor the
unique needs of children with life-threatening
conditions and their families, thus enabling
children like Paige to live well and die gently
surrounded by those they love.

Mr. Speaker | wish to honor this young girl
for her strength and courage in battling this ill-
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fated disease and speaking about her experi-
ence in order to generate positive change for
future young cancer sufferers. Her attitude and
goodwill have proven to be an example for us
all. | join Paige’s mother Suzanne Peterson,
her father Scott Peterson, and members of the
Children’s Hospice & Palliative Care Coalition
in honoring and remembering this heroic girl
for her achievements.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO GIVEN
KACHEPA FOR BEING NAMED
ONE OF AMERICA’S TOP TEN
YOUTH VOLUNTEERS

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
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Tuesday, May 17, 2005

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
commend Given Kachepa, a Grapevine High
School senior, for being named one of Amer-
ica’s top ten youth volunteers by the Pruden-
tial Spirit of Community Awards. He was se-
lected from a field of over 20,000 youth volun-
teers from across the country.

Given is an advocate for victims of human
trafficking. An orphan at age 9 in his native
Zambia, he was recruited two years later to
sing in a boy’s choir on an overseas tour. He
was promised a salary and education, and
that the money raised from the tour would be
used to build schools in Zambia. None of
these promises, however, were met.

For over a year and a half, Given and his
fellow choir members performed six or seven
times a day, sometimes with little food. After
being saved by U.S. immigration authorities,
Given used his own experience to help with
the widespread human trafficking problem. He
has educated the public through the media,
and spoken about human trafficking at con-
ferences, along with local and national law en-
forcement agencies.

| am proud to recognize Given for this high
honor; he is well deserving of the award. The
future of America is in good hands with lead-
ers like him.

———

FASTER AND SMARTER FUNDING
FOR FIRST RESPONDERS ACT

SPEECH OF
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1544) to provide
faster and smarter funding for first respond-
ers, and for other purposes:

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Chairman, H.R. 1544,
the Faster and Smarter Funding for First Re-
sponders Act is critically important for the en-
tire country, but it is also good for rural Amer-
ica. | am pleased to share my support for this
bill, which streamlines and prioritizes home-
land security spending and should result in
better stewardship of America’s tax dollars
committed to public safety.

Last year, the 9/11 Commission made clear
to Congress that homeland security assistance
should be based strictly on an assessment of
risks and vulnerabilities.
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