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a Forest inholding currently owned and man-
aged by Pitkin County as open space.

Endorsements: As of September 7, 2004 pro-
posed the exchange has been endorsed by:
Aspen Valley Land Trust; Aspen Historical
Society; Ashcroft Ski Touring; The Con-
servation Fund; Crystal River Caucus;
Friends of Ashcroft; Wilderness Workshop;
Aspen Center for Environmental Studies;
Aspen Skiing Company; Board of County
Commissioners, Pitkin County; City of
Aspen; Crystal Valley Environmental Pro-
tection Assn.; Roaring Fork Conservancy;
Crystal-Maroon Caucus.

———

HONORNG THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF
UNITED INDEPENDENT SCHOOL
DISTRICT BOARD MEMBER FRAN-
CISCO GONZALEZ

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the important contribution of United
Independent School District Board Member
Francisco Gonzalez in Laredo, TX in my Con-
gressional District.

Francisco “Pancho” Gonzalez works for
Webb County as the Center Director for the
Larga Vista Community Center. Besides over-
seeing the center’s operations, a large part of
Gonzalez’s job consists of meeting with the
people in the community he serves and help-
ing them solve a variety of problems. Gon-
zalez regularly intervenes on behalf of families
having difficulties paying their utility bills, or
buying food for their families. He is a man who
goes out of his way to help others.

Gonzalez says, being on the United ISD
Board gives him the chance to help the district
move in a positive direction. Gonzalez likens
the Board to an eight member team that must
work together to realize its full potential. He
also realizes that not all ideas come from the
top. Gonzalez likes to listen to people’s con-
cerns and ideas. “I'm open minded to sugges-
tions. | don’t mind giving credit where credit is
due.”

Gonzalez, a Laredo native, earned a Bach-
elor in Business Administration degree from
Sul Ross State University in Alpine, Texas.
Despite his early business training, Gonzalez
says he has always been attracted to social
work. “I'm going on 20 years in the social
services field,” Gonzalez said.

He has worked for the Housing Authority of
Laredo as a Drug Elimination Program coordi-
nator. In that position, he organized drug pre-
vention workshops and anti-drug activities for
housing development residents. He has
helped prisoners get their G.E.D.s when he
worked with Laredo Junior College while sta-
tioned at the Corrections Corporation of Amer-
ica. As an employee with the Laredo-Webb
County Health Department, he counseled peo-
ple and referred them to agencies that could
help them with their transportation and med-
ical needs. Gonzalez has worked for the
Texas Department of Human Resources, and
the Texas Employment Commission. He has
also spent time in the private sector, pur-
chasing materials and parts for his fathers
auto painting business.

He says he enjoys doing community service
work. “If it's for a good cause, I'll do it.” He
was a previous board member with the Gate-
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way Community Health Center where he
served as president of the finance committee.
He serves as a board member for the Salva-
tion Army and is a court appointed special ad-
vocate-CASA. He has also donated time to
Cancer Patient Services, United 1.S.D.’s anti-
drug program, and the Bringing Everyone
Special Together organization. Gonzalez says
one of the best ways to put his knowledge to
good use is to help others in need. “One of
my goals is to continue helping people. When
| get tired, | seek guidance from the Lord.”

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to have this oppor-
tunity to recognize the contributions of United
Independent School District Board Member
Francisco Gonzalez.

STANLEY WARREN REMEMBERED
HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2005

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to mourn
the loss of a tremendous community leader in
San Francisco, Mr. Stanley E. Warren. Stan
Warren sadly lost his battle against a brain
tumor on January 31, 2005. He led our com-
munity with great distinction as the Secretary-
Treasurer of the San Francisco Building and
Construction Trades Council.

Stan Warren dedicated his professional ca-
reer to helping his fellow workers build a bet-
ter life for themselves, their families, and their
communities. Born in Fresno, Stan moved to
the Bay Area where he attended Sequoia High
School and Canada College in Redwood City.
At 18, he became an apprentice with the
Roofers and Waterproofers Union, Local 40, in
San Francisco and worked his way up to Jour-
neyman. Dedicating his efforts to union affairs,
Stan was elected business manager for Local
40 in 1994. In 2000, he was elected Sec-
retary-Treasurer of the San Francisco Building
and Construction Trades Council with 30 affili-
ated union locals.

We were all stunned when Stan was diag-
nosed with a life threatening brain tumor a few
years ago. He fought back valiantly and we
were encouraged by the improvement he
showed. Yet, in recent months the struggle
overcame him.

Stan was a powerful advocate for labor in
the Bay Area and worked in Washington as an
effective voice in support of worker safety, bet-
ter health care, protecting pensions and the
Davis Bacon Act ensuring prevailing wages in
federal contracts.

| have always been proud to represent
working people in the Bay Area and have
worked closely with organized labor. My job
has been made easier because | have had the
privilege of representing and working with
dedicated citizens and leaders like Stan War-
ren.

Many friends and neighbors recently shared
our loss at a memorial service for Stan in
Redwood City, CA. Stan’s wife Geri, their
three sons, Tren, Spencer, and Gage and
Stan’s parents Troy and Maria Warren proudly
know him as a wonderful husband, father, and
son. | was proud to know him as a friend. | ex-
tend to his family and friends our deepest con-
dolences and ask my colleagues to join me in
this expression of sympathy.
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HONORING DON DEMERS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2005

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of Don DeMers of Fresno,
California. Mr. DeMers, Fresno County Trans-
portation Authority Executive Director, recently
lost his battle against cancer.

Mr. DeMers had a long list of work experi-
ence in various places. Prior to becoming Ad-
ministrator of the Fresno County Transpor-
tation Authority, Don was the Manager of
Transportation Planning and Implementation in
Anchorage, Alaska. He served as the Execu-
tive Director of the Bi-State Planning Agency
in Minnesota, and as a stockbroker for
Shearson Lehman in Minnesota. Don even
spent time in Washington, DC, as a law clerk
to a U.S. Attorney.

He was a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Uni-
versity of North Dakota. Don holds a PhD in
Political Science, and a Master’s in Political
Science/Public Administration. After his edu-
cation in North Dakota, he attended George-
town Law School in Washington, DC and the
New York Institute of Finance in New York.

Mr. DeMers is survived by his wife, Debo-
rah; sons Robert and wife Dawn, and Tony
and wife Teena; daughters Barbarah and hus-
band Michael Livorsi and Tressa and Crystal
DeMers; his “pride and joys,” eight grand-
children, Nicholas, Alexas, Brogen, Tyler,
Lauren, Destany, Kaitlyn and one on the way;
and his brothers Jim, Denny and Mike.

Don had a zest for life and a smile and
sense of humor that made everybody laugh.
He liked skiing, dancing, reading and biking,
but most of all, golf with Deborah. All who
knew and loved him will miss Don greatly.

———

RECOGNIZING 150 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE BY ST. VINCENT MERCY
MEDICAL CENTER

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2005

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
recognize an historic anniversary in my district
in Northern Ohio. St. Vincent Mercy Medical
Center celebrates 150 years of service. On
Wednesday, February 23, 2005, the hospital
will mark this sesquicentennial with a dedica-
tion and blessing of its Historic Donor Wall
and Marguerite d’Youville Sanctuary.

In 1737 Marguerite d’Youville and three
friends dedicated their lives to serving the
poor. They established a Hospital General, a
hostel for the destitute. Because the hospital
only admitted men at first, Marguerite took
poor women into her home. In 1747, Mar-
guerite and her companions took over the ad-
ministration of the Hospital General, restored
the buildings and provided a combination vet-
eran’s hospital, nursing home, orphanage,
mental asylum, VD clinic, reformatory for pros-
titutes, and overflow ward in case of
epidemics. The religious order Marguerite thus
established was the Grey Nuns. Their succes-
sors continue her work.

In 1855 four courageous and idealistic Grey
Nuns took their lead from their foundress and
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traveled from Montreal with a mission to care
for the sick and needy in Toledo, Ohio. St.
Vincent’'s hospital was summarily established.
The nuns’ mission was soon broadened to in-
clude the education of health care profes-
sionals, patients and families. One hundred
and fifty years later, St. Vincent Mercy Medical
Center still holds fast to the ideals of Sr. Mar-
guerite d’Youville in its unwavering mission to
provide dignified and quality medical care to
those in need.

Today, St. Vincent's is a member of the
Mercy Health Partners system, a faith-based
consortium of six hospitals in Northwest Ohio
and Southeast Michigan. St. Vincent's is a
Level | certified trauma center, Life Flight air
ambulance base, home of the Mercy Chil-
dren’s Hospital and state of the art acute care
hospital. With 3,500 employees including al-
most 1,000 physicians on staff, it is one of our
region’s primary employers. Nearly 500 volun-
teers augment the staff.

St. Vincent's has not only taken its hospital
mission to heart, but also its role as a commu-
nity leader. The hospital has transformed the
near-downtown corridor on which it is located
and maintains an influential and benevolent
partnership with the neighborhood in which it
is situated.

St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center celebrates
150 years caring for the poor and sick by liv-
ing Christ’s teaching that “Whatever you do to
the least among you, that you do unto Me,” as
the recent photo of Sister Lucius in the hos-
pital atrium, and the scholarship foundation in
her name, attest. Onward!

——————

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SYS-
TEMS VULNERABILITY AND RE-
DUCTION ACT OF 2005

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2005

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to introduce the Public Transpor-
tation Systems Vulnerability and Reduction Act
of 2005.

Securing our Nation’s public transportation
system has been a top priority of mine.

For years, governments around the world
have recognized that public transportation is a
major terrorist target. Until 9/11 the United
States has been largely spared the kinds of
terrorist campaigns waged against public sur-
face transportation. However, we cannot wait
for a tragedy to happen before we address our
vulnerabilities.

An October 2001 study released by the Mi-
neta Institute, Protecting Public Surface Trans-
portation Against Terrorism and Serious
Crime: An Executive Overview cites that be-
tween 1920 and 2000 there have been ap-
proximately 900 terrorist attacks and other sig-
nificant criminal incidents involving public sur-
face transportation systems.

However, all but 14 of these attacks oc-
curred after 1970, the year that marks the be-
ginning of modern terrorism.

Attacks against transportation and transpor-
tation infrastructures accounted for 42 percent
of all international terrorist attacks, according
to the most recent statistics provided by the
USDOT Office of Intelligence and Security in
1998.
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These statistics play out before our eyes on
CNN. Last year alone, we witnessed attacks
on public transportation systems in Madrid and
Moscow, not to mention the ongoing attacks in
the Middle East.

My legislation, The Public Transportation
Systems Vulnerability and Reduction Act of
2005 will provide our Nation’s transportation
systems and workers with the training and
funding to help protect our homeland. This
legislation will provide funding for:

Ongoing vulnerability assessments which
will build continuously on information collected,
allowing for easier implementation of new
technologies that will assist in averting terrorist
attacks on all modes of public transportation.

Training programs for frontline transit em-
ployees, ensuring that employees, who are the
eyes and ears of transportation systems, are
prepared to respond to emergency situations.

Development and implementation of local
and regional emergency preparedness plans
that fully utilize a community’s transportation
resources.

Provides $25 million a year, $100 million
over 4 years for emergency preparedness and
response training.

| ask my colleagues to join me in working to
provide our Nation’s transportation systems
and employees the resources to protect our
communities.

| urge you to support the Public Transpor-
tation Systems Vulnerability and Reduction Act
of 2005.

———

AMERICA’S MISLEADING GAS
MILEAGE STICKERS

HON. NANCY L. JOHNSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2005

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to address an issue that should
trouble America’s consumers. Seventeen mil-
lion new cars were sold in 2004 and not one
had accurate gas mileage rates posted on the
window stickers.

Unbeknownst to America’s drivers, the gas
mileage stickers on their cars are wrong, in-
flating fuel economy figures by up to 300 per-
cent. Worse, the EPA has known their tests
are to blame. The tests used by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) to measure
fuel economy are 30 years old and are based
on car technology from the late 1970s and
1980s.

The bogus tests results mislead consumers
into thinking they are getting better mileage on
the road—and a better deal at the gas
pump—than they really are. This year alone,
American consumers will spend about $20 bil-
lion more on gasoline than they expect be-
cause of the misleading gas mileage stickers.
Talk about a pocket-book issue.

Because changing these tests requires a
change in the law, | am proud to introduce the
“Fuel Efficiency Truth-in-Advertising Act” with
my colleague Congressman RuSH HoOLT. My
legislation requires the EPA to update its fuel
economy testing procedures to reflect today’s
“real life” circumstances and the use of “real
world” gasoline. If this legislation is enacted,
when it says 35 miles-per-gallon on the stick-
er, drivers will get 35 miles-per-gallon on the
road.
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An example of a flaw in EPA’s current meth-
od is underestimating highway speeds. The
EPA highway cycle assumes an average
speed of 48 mph and a top speed of 60 mph.
Many State highway speed limits are set at or
above 65 mph and government data indicates
that fuel economy can drop by 17 percent for
modern vehicles that drive at 70 mph instead
of 55 mph.

Another flaw is in the type of fuel used for
engine certification. Fuels used for engine cer-
tification tests are artificial. The EPA uses
highly refined fuel, not what we consume in
our cars every day. Using these artificial fuels
may be fine from a laboratory standpoint, but
they don’t help drivers when they overstate
actual fuel economy.

There’s more. The tests assume accelera-
tion and braking rates that don’t match reality.
They overstate trip lengths. They understate
increased idling and stop-and-go traffic in our
expanding urban areas. They keep the air-
conditioner off, while flipping on the A/C re-
duces gas mileage by 2.5 miles-per-gallon.

We would not tolerate 30-year-old tests for
anything—so why do we allow it for gas mile-
age? Make no mistake, this is a pocketbook
issue for Americans who are pinched by the
high price of gasoline. The easy and common-
sense steps this bill calls for will give every fu-
ture car owner the truth—the truth about how
their cars will perform, and the truth about how
much they’re going to spend on gasoline
every year.

AAA, the Nation’s largest auto club with 47
million members, supports this bill. So does
the Union of Concerned Scientists, the Sierra
Club and a host of consumer, scientific, and
environmental groups.

This broad-based and diverse coalition be-
lieves, as | do, that Americans deserve better
than the results of a 30-year-old test. We rec-
ognize that buying a car is a huge investment
in most Americans’ lives, and the government
should be helping consumers make smart
choices, not misleading them.

And so | ask my colleagues to join with me
in supporting the Fuel Efficiency Truth in Ad-
vertising Act. Do it for the hundreds of thou-
sands of car owners in your districts who de-
serve the truth—not bogus test results.

———

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
OF INQUIRY REGARDING “JEFF
GANNON”

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2005

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | introduce
this resolution to inquire whether the Justice
and Homeland Security Departments were
abused in favoring Mr. Guckert, a fake re-
porter from a fake news organization. | had
hoped that the half dozen congressional and
Senate requests for information would have
been sufficient. However, to date, they have
not even merited a response from the White
House or its agencies.

For nearly 3 years, the White House has
been granting Mr. Guckert, a right-wing activist
with no press credentials, access to the White
House briefing room and presidential press
conferences. This appears to violate long
standing practices of carefully screening con-
tacts with the President.
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