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championship level. The only obstacle be-
tween Wendy and her lifelong goal was the
word ‘‘vivisepulture.’’ No matter how difficult
the words were, Wendy held tough and her
hard work finally paid off on Thursday, May
30, 1996.

Mr. Speaker, I wish to say how proud I am
of Wendy for this special accomplishment in
her young life. Wendy is a gifted role model
for youngsters as one who never gives up,
and, in the end, is successful.

Wendy has been aided by many individuals
along the way. I would like to thank Wendy’s
parents, Ching and Susan Guey for their con-
stant love and support. Also, I commend the
educators and staff at the School of the Arts
for the encouragement they gave Wendy
throughout this journey. Wendy Guey is an ex-
traordinary gifted young lady, and her success
is exemplified through her work ethic. Without
her focus and determination, the title of 1996
Spelling Bee Champion might still be a dream
for Wendy Guey.
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Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-

gratulate the Waldwick, NJ, Public Library on
its 40th anniversary.

The library has been a centerpiece of the
Waldwick community for four decades, serving
not only as a repository of books but as a
meeting center and sponsor of a variety of
civic and cultural activities. The anniversary is
being marked with a week-long celebration in-
cluding a picnic, baking contest, children’s ac-
tivities and a musical performance.

The celebration of the library’s anniversary
and, indeed, the history of how the library
came to be are evidence of why Waldwick is
one of Bergen County’s premier communities.
Waldwick is a community where residents take
pride, neighbors help one another and citizens
work together for the betterment of the bor-
ough. There are few better places to live and
raise a family.

Following in the tradition of this long-held
community spirit, the Men’s Club of Waldwick
opened the borough’s first public library in a
basement room of the Waldwick Grammar
School in 1941. Showing ingenuity and re-
sourcefulness, members of the club built
shelves from lumber salvaged form the old
Franklin Turnpike school and filled them with
donated books.

A decade later, the men’s club and the
Waldwick Women’s Club joined with the par-
ent teachers association, veterans’ groups and
other residents in a community-wide effort to
raise funds to build the current library. Fund-
raising activities included 200 volunteers can-
vassing the town to sell bricks, and three town
residents who won $875 by appearing on a
television quiz show. The $19,000 building,
constructed in part from sandstone blocks
salvaged from the old Bamper Hotel (perhaps
‘‘waste not, want not’’ should be the library
motto), was dedicated June 24, 1956. Henry
Spies was the first present of the board and
Grace Sutherland the first librarian.

The first addition to the library, made pos-
sible by funds raised by the Women’s Club

and Lion’s Club, was dedicated in 1965 and
put into service as the children’s room. Further
additions were made in 1972 and 1980, pro-
viding space for the library’s growing collection
and a multi-purpose room used for storage,
meetings and library programs. The Friends of
the Library was organized in 1971 to finish the
new wing.

Today the library is completely computer-
ized and houses a collection of more than
40,000 books, videotapes and audio record-
ings, with an annual circulation of more than
85,000. The Friends sponsor a model railroad
exhibit each year at Thanksgiving and other
cultural activities.

Whether it be a tiny small-town library, or
the all-encompassing Library of Congress, li-
braries are among the most important public
facilities our communities offer. They are a
center for continual learning for everyone from
children just learning their verbs and nouns to
retirees who finally have the time to read the
volumes they didn’t get to in earlier years. As
Thomas Carlyle said, ‘‘The true university
* * * is a collection of books.’’ The citizens of
Waldwick owe much to the founders and sup-
porters of the Waldwick Public Library.
f
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Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, last
night, I voted against Mr. BURTON’s amend-
ment that reduced the development assistance
available to the Government of India. Pre-
viously, I have supported amendments linking
foreign aid to India’s human rights record. In
fact, I have consistently supported human
rights in the Punjab and Kashimir states. How-
ever, this amendment provides no such con-
nection. I am concerned about the human
rights violations occurring in India. And, yes
violations are still occurring, but the amend-
ment is not the best way to address the cur-
rent situation in India. This amendment would
damage the progress in addressing human
rights violations in India, its growing economy,
and United States relations with India. I ad-
mire Mr. BURTON’s intent, but I could not sup-
port the amendment.
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Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, in
1976, Bill Sample had a dream. Today, that
dream is marking its 20th anniversary and
21,000 special children have had their own
dreams come true because of him.

Twenty years ago this November, Sample,
then a Philadelphia police officer, was as-
signed to protective duty at a children’s hos-
pital. Among the patients were a large number
of chronically and terminally ill children suffer-
ing from such afflictions as cancer, cystic fi-
brosis and kidney disease.

Sample came to know many of the children
as well as their families who had been drained
financially and emotionally. Sample reasoned
that the couldn’t do anything to make the chil-
dren physically better, but, just maybe, he
could make some of their dreams come true.

From this idea was born the Sunshine
Foundation, the first such ‘‘dream makers’’ or-
ganization. Today, the expanding organization,
made up almost entirely of volunteers, has its
home base at the Sunshine Foundation’s
Dream Village in Loughman, Florida, minutes
from Orlando. Sunshine Foundation has 29
chapters from coast to coast.

In 1990 the first Dream Village opened on a
21-acre site just minutes from Disney World.
The Dream Village is a unique facility, spe-
cially designed for Sunshine’s children. It in-
cludes a spacious community room (complete
with game room, fireplace and other amen-
ities), a fully handicapped-accessible play-
ground and swimming pool, an orange grove
and seven individually designed family cot-
tages.

In all of the seven cottage, each of the chil-
dren’s bedrooms has been decorated with an
animated ‘‘fantasy theme’’ which adds to the
magic of the experience.

The Sunshine Foundation has brought a ray
of sunshine to children afflicted with a variety
of conditions including cancer, cystic fibrosis,
leukemia, AIDS, muscular dystrophy, cerebral
palsy and heart defects. The foundation re-
cently decided to include children who have
been physically and/or sexually abused.

When the Sunshine Foundation provides
children with their dream to visit central Florida
attractions, they are accompanied by their im-
mediate family. The children and their families
are housed at the Dream Village with all ex-
penses paid for by the foundation.

Dreams are limited only by the children’s
imaginations. These have included meeting
celebrities, special vacations, gifts of comput-
ers, as well as attending such events as the
Super Bowl and World Series.

In order to accommodate larger numbers of
less seriously ill children, the Sunshine Foun-
dation established ‘‘Dreamlifts.’’ To date, 47
Dreamlifts on 59 chartered planes have taken
more than 8,000 children from special schools,
hospitals and institutions all over the country
to Disney World or Disneyland. Sunshine pro-
vides transportation, admission, meals and
souvenirs.

In 1981, the Sunshine Foundation added
one more ingredient to its ‘‘dream’’ program.
Children with Hutchinson-Gilford Syndrome,
better known as Progeria, and their families
were flown to the United States from all over
the world for a reunion. Progeria is an ex-
tremely rare affliction characterized by pre-
mature aging.

This assembly enables the children to inter-
act with their peers and reduces their sense of
isolation while allowing parents and siblings an
opportunity to share experiences and mutual
concerns. To date, Sunshine has sponsored
14 annual reunions and has another one
scheduled for this month.

On its 20th anniversary, the Sunshine Foun-
dation has a record to be proud of: answering
the dreams and wishes of more than 21,000
chronically and terminally ill children from all
50 States and many foreign countries.

Mr. Sample’s dream of helping terminally
and chronically ill children to realize their
dreams has become a reality through the
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